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  Welcome to the website of the Herts Flora Group


  
  



  






  

              

            	
                  
    

      
  
        
  
  
      
        
    

      
                  
      
          
  
  Wild Plants in Hertfordshire

 

Work to study and record the wild flora of Hertfordshire is co-ordinated by the Herts Flora Group (HFG). There is no formal membership and we welcome anyone interested in helping to monitor and conserve plants and their habitats in the county. HFG holds field meetings at least monthly during the spring and summer. These are extremely informal, providing great opportunities to develop identification skills and interact with like-minded enthusiasts. Activities are led by Astrid Biddle, Ian Denholm and Alla Mashanova who serve as county plant recorders for both the Herts Natural History Society (HNHS) and the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI).

Summaries of HFG activities and important plant discoveries are published in ‘The Hertfordshire Naturalist’. The report published in 2020 and covering the years 2017-2019 is available in pdf format here. If you wish to be added to the email circulation list for HFG news and activities, please contact Ian Denholm.





  
  

  

  
    

      
                    Submitting plant records
      
            
      
          
  
  Continuous recording of wild plants is essential for documenting changes in their occurrence and distributions, and records are welcomed from experts and beginners alike.

A system for data entry that was purpose-built for the HFG is being discontinued because the underpinning software is becoming increasingly obsolete. Instead we recommended submitting records using the widely-used iRecord portal. This can be accessed from a computer or downloaded as a mobile phone app.

Records can be input as a single observation (so-called ‘casual record') or a list of species for a particular locality. All casual records should include a grid reference with six-figure (and preferably greater) precision. Site lists should provide a grid reference central for the location being surveyed. Comments on abundance, likely status (native/introduced etc) and life-stage (seedling/flowering/fruiting etc) are always valuable. iRecord includes an interactive map that makes it straightforward to pinpoint a location and generate its reference.

All records submitted for a Herts locality will await verification by one of the recorders before being added to databases held by the Herts Environmental Records Centre (HERC) and the BSBI. If identifications are uncertain, iRecord allows you to add photos to support a record and aid verification. Identification queries (especially for rarer species) can be sent by email with attached photos to one of the recorders, but please liaise in advance before sending live material. IRecord users get a notification confirming verification (or not!), and possibly a comment if more information is required.

For advice on plant identification, or any other aspects of Herts botany, please email the Flora Group organisers with or without photos as attachments.





  
  

  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  




  

              

              
                  
    

      
  
        
  
  
      
        
    

      
                  
      
          
  
  Hertfordshire's County Flower
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The slopes of Therfield Heath, near Royston, are vibrant with the trumpets of Pasque Flowers Pulsatilla vulgaris in late March-early April and are a magnificent sight.





  
  

  

  
    

      
                    Are you photographing flowers?
      
            
      
          
  
  Look at the stunning photographs on our HNHS Flickr pages, or view the website gallery here.
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                    Lecturer explains how beavers can bring benefits for wildlife and humans
      
            
      
          
  
  [image: ]


Bringing Eurasian Beavers to an estate in Essex has delivered improvements in biodiversity while helping prevent flooding in a nearby village.

The positive consequences of reintroducing a species that became extinct in Britain in the late 18th century were described by Sarah Brockless, ecologist at the Spains Hall Estate, when she gave the Gerald Salisbury Memorial Lecture in Welwyn Civic Centre on Wednesday 28 February.

Photo: Eurasian Beaver at Spains Hall Estate © Russell Savory





  	Read more about Lecturer explains how beavers can bring benefits for wildlife and humans


  

  

  
    

      
                    Annual lecture to consider Eurasian Beaver introduction scheme
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Reintroduction of Eurasian Beavers to Britain and their role creating diverse wetlands while helping to reduce flooding will feature in the annual Gerald Salisbury Memorial Lecture taking place on Wednesday 28 February (8pm, Welwyn Civic Centre)

Sarah Brockless, Ecologist on the Spains Hall Estate Natural Flood Management Beaver Project at Finchingfield in Essex will describe how she has developed an ecological landscape plan incorporating Beaver-created wetlands. It covers 380 hectares of farmland, woodland, agro-forestry and a diverse connecting mosaic of habitat for farm and woodland species.





  	Read more about Annual lecture to consider Eurasian Beaver introduction scheme


  

  

  
    

      
                    Water sports plan threatens Colne Valley SSSI
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Our colleagues at the Hertfordshire and Middlesex Wildlife Trust are seeking urgent support for their campaign to protect the Broadwater Lake Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) from potentially devastating plans to create a large watersports centre.

Although located just outside Hertfordshire in the London Borough of Hillingdon, the lake is part of the nationally important Colne Valley wetland system. The level of human water-based activities being proposed holds severe implications for populations of wintering wildfowl and for biodiversity across the border in Herts. as well as further south in Middlesex.





  	Read more about Water sports plan threatens Colne Valley SSSI
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  Site design by LTD Design Consultants, development by Garganey Consulting.
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