
Hertfordshire Natural History Society 
Presentation of the HNHS 1875 Awards for 2013  
The 1875 Awards, named after the year in which the Society was founded, will be presented to two very 
popular Hertfordshire naturalists at the Autumn Meeting on 19 October. 

Michael Clark - an outstanding Hertfordshire Naturalist 
Michael is one of Hertfordshire's most highly regarded naturalists, 
particularly for his understanding of the County’s mammals. He was 
the County Recorder from 1969 and his book on the Mammals, 
Amphibians and Reptiles of Hertfordshire remains the ‘bible’ on the 
subject. Written with his characteristic approach the book brings the 
subject alive with anecdotes and well researched reminiscences and 
includes the County’s human beings alongside the wildlife. 
Michael says that as a child his parents allowed him the free run of 
the countryside around their home in Cuffley, including Northaw 
Great Wood, the Dell, Nyn Park and Home Wood. In these superb 
wildlife habitats he learnt his field craft, building up expertise and 
knowledge of the wildlife from careful observation. He and his wife 
Anna now live at Tewin Orchard one of Hertfordshire’s last 
traditional, productive orchards which they manage as a nature 
reserve for the Wildlife Trust. 

Michael's books, his first, The Mysterious Greatwood, in 1972 was for children, followed by Mammal 
Watching  in 1981, a Tracker guide to field signs of Mammals in 1991 and his best selling book Badgers is 
now in a fourth edition (2010) . He is also a very talented illustrator and cartoonist. His drawings were first 
published in 1966 in Northaw Great Wood – its history and natural history, and in 2003 in his book Apples, a 
field guide which is currently being updated. 

Michael has been a great supporter of the HNHS serving in many roles including President and Chairman. 
He remains active at Tewin, working on yet more books, surrounded by mountains of other books, and the 
wildlife he has spent so much time documenting and observing. A worthy winner of the Award 

 
John Catt - for an outstanding contribution to natural history in Hertfordshire,  
John is an eminent geologist, Honorary Professor at University 
College London and author of the acclaimed book Hertfordshire 
Geology and Landscape published by the Society in 2010. 

Hertfordshire, in many respects an undistinguished county, has 
amazingly interesting geology. The need for a book linking geology 
to other aspects of natural history was mooted by the Society in 
1950 and Percy and Enid Evans took up the challenge. Sadly 
Percy died in 1973 with the book only in draft. 

John says that when, in 1973, Enid Evans asked him to complete 
the Hertfordshire Geology book, he was intimidated by its scope 
and, with little support from others, progress was slow. However 
after retiring from Rothamsted, the honorary position at UCL 
allowed him to undertake the necessary self-education to cover 
most of the subject areas. It was published in 2010 to critical 
acclaim and has achieved importance nationally.  

John sees the book's main strength as explaining how the county's 
geology links with other important aspects of the natural 
environment, soils, ecology, agriculture, archaeology and mineral 
resources. 

John, who lives in St Albans with his wife Diana, worked on soil research at Rothamsted Research until his 
retirement. He has been the county recorder for geology for many years and is a leading light in the 
Hertfordshire Geological Society. He is a generous communicator on his subject and has published many 
specialist articles, but his book, Hertfordshire Geology and Landscape, is a major achievement to 
knowledge and understanding of the natural history of our fascinating county 


