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WELCOME  
 
First, my apologies to members who do not have e-mail and so have not heard from me for a long time – you 
probably thought I had died or something similar! Of course, if you have been along to any of the many field trips 
that we ran during 2005 you will be aware of everything that is happening – if you didn’ t, my apologies. You did 
not miss out on a summer newsletter in 2005 – work got the better of me and I could not produce one.  The next 
apology is that I don’ t really have time to write this newsletter! However, I do need to tell everyone about the 
Indoor Meeting as well as getting the 2006 recording programme out to you.  
 
THE INDOOR MEETING 2006 
 
The 2006 annual indoor meeting will be held on  

 
Saturday 25th March 2006 

1.30 to 6 pm (no morning session). 
The Havers Community Centre, Waytemore Road, Bishops Stor tford 

 
HOW TO GET THERE ... 
A  
From the west From the A.10 eastwards on the A.120. When you reach the ring road (the first roundabout after leaving the 
A.10) turn right (to avoid the town centre) and follow the ring anti-clockwise over 6 roundabouts until you reach the end at 
roundabout 7. Turn left here towards Bishops Stortford then follow directions given below at C.  
B  
From the south From Harlow northwards on the A.1184. After Sawbridgeworth (double roundabout) the next roundabout is 
the ring road. Go straight on then follow directions below at C.  
C  
At the third set of lights (second set is a pedestrian crossing) turn left into Thorley Hill then follow the directions below at E.  
D  
From the M11 motorway Exit at junction 8 (Bishops Stortford and Birchanger Services). Up the slip road to the lights. Take 
the second left (first is the services) then at the next roundabout turn left towards the town centre. Follow this road all the way 
to town over a small roundabout, over pedestrian lights, over a mini-roundabout, over more pedestrian lights at Hockerill 
College (on your right) until you reach the “real”  lights at the crossroads with the A.1060. Turn left here. Go over  the 
pedestrian lights and at the mini-roundabout turn right over the railway bridge. Follow the road to the end then bear left (petrol 
station on your right). At the traffic lights turn right and follow directions below at E. 
E  
Go up the hill, down the dip, up again and at the end bear left (shops on left) then turn right more or less immediately. After 50 
yards turn left into Benhooks Avenue then immediately right, then immediately right again into the Centre. Car parking is free 
“on street”  in the adjacent residential area. 
 
The event is open to moth group members, friends, family and anyone else interested; the more the merrier. Children are 
welcome must be adequately supervised so that the enjoyment of others is not adversely affected. The building as accessible to 
people with disabilities.  
 
We have chosen the same venue as last year for reasons of its low cost, availability and ease with which I can organise the 
event. I have already paid for the room hire and as usual we will have a bucket for voluntary and anonymous donations. A 
guide figure of £2 is suggested if we have 75 people attending, less if we have more and more if we have less (if you can 
follow the logic).  As always, if you are a student, unemployed, or otherwise genuinely penniless then don’ t pay; if you can 
afford to pay more then please feel free. Any surplus will be directed towards funding the costs of field trips, including petrol 
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for the generators and the tea and coffee! Unfortunately, the room is already booked by someone else until 1.30 pm so our  
meeting is from 1.30 to 6 pm only. Because of this I have not booked a guest speaker for this year. Although this has always 
been popular, many people have expressed a desire to have more time for less formal aspects of the day (I have also run out of 
friends who will speak for free!). The day will, therefore, start promptly at 2pm (I am allowing time for the previous group to 
depart) with myself and Andrew Wood presenting an informal review of progress on recording the county’ s moths. We will 
also speak a few words about recording  progress in Middlesex, for which the moth database is now set up and running. 
Hopefully, I can then give a rather more detailed review of progress on the Herts Moth Book, which is what all your moth 
records are being used for, and which I hope will be of interest. However, I do not propose that we should be seated for 
anything more than an hour. At 3 pm we will start the usual informal session.  This will, as usual, take the form of everyone 
wandering around chatting to like-minded people and looking at the exhibits. We are keen for  people to br ing exhibits – 
specimens, photos, poster displays, photographic slides etc. Anyone wishing to bring a PowerPoint slide show please advise 
Andrew Wood in advance to ensure compatibility. 

 
 
Some of the assembled members pretending to enjoy having their  picture taken at the 2005 meeting! 
 
 
I will bring selected items from my moth library again – especially books published since the last indoor meeting and I may 
also bring some drawers from my moth cabinets to illustrate identification problem areas.  
 
Unfortunately, Jon Clifton (Anglian Lepidopter ists’  Supplies) has a family commitment that prevents him from attending this 
year. However, if there are enough advance orders to make it worth while, Jon and I can meet up for him to give me the 
ordered material to bring along on the day. Advance orders collected on the day also save you postage! The number for ALS 
orders is 01263-862068.  
 
The meeting provides an extremely informal chance to chat with other moth enthusiasts, whilst several “experts”  will also be 
there for you to corner and discuss things with. Specimens and photos that need identifying are welcomed. No matter what 
your level of knowledge or area of interest in moths, I guarantee there will be others there who will be just the same. There is a 
kitchen area with a serving hatch that opens onto the main meeting room and we will provide teas and coffees at cost 
throughout the afternoon. There is also a microwave, so if you missed lunch to get here you can heat up whatever you bring 
with you. There are plenty of power points for anything that needs plugging (although if you are bringing photo slides we need 
to know in advance so we can organise the projector).  
 
Car parking is on-street in the adjacent residential area – unrestricted, but please be considerate. A pub is directly opposite and 
a bakery/cake shop is a one minute walk away. Smoking is not allowed inside the building, but there is a covered area outside 
the door. 
 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED MOTH BOOKS 
 
Since the last newsletter a year ago, four important moth books have been published. Volumes 10 (Catocalini & Plusiini) and 8 
(Apameini) of Noctuidae Europaeae were published, in that order, leaving only volumes 9 and 11 still to appear. Volume 10 
introduces us to the fact that the Burnished Brass comprises two valid species in Europe – our familiar Diachrysia chrysitis and 
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the new species Diachrysia stenochrysis. The status of stenochrysis in Britain is uncertain and separation of the two will 
require genitalia examination. However, it seems that whilst the Burnished Brass sensu stricto has the burnished area of the 
wings taking the form of either two vertical bars (typical form) or the shape of a capital “H”  (form tutti), the new species 
always has the H-shaped green area. Thus, two bars = Burnished Brass; H-shape = can’ t tell which. Volume 8 has only just 
been published and I have not had time to review any important changes to the British fauna.  
Earlier in the year, Apollo Books gave us volume 2 of The Geometrid Moths of Europe, covering all of the “waves”  (Idaea, 
Scopula and close allies). In the last few weeks Apollo also published volume 5 of Microlepidoptera of Europe covering the 
pyralid subfamilies Acentropinae, Evergestinae, Heliothelinae, Schoenobiinae and Scopariinae, all of which are now separated 
to a new family called Crambidae.  
 
THE HERTS MOTH DATABASE 
 
As I type this newsletter, there are 163,573 records in the Herts Moth Database (a record is a report of a species at a place on 
a date, regardless of the number of examples) and the county moth list stands at 1551 species for all time, of which 1181 
(about 76%) are recorded in the 2000 – 2006 period. Of the 1151, 624 are “macros”  and 927 are “micros” .  
 
MIDDLESEX DATABASE 
 
I am actively entering data into the Middlesex Database, but am not yet in a position to give any meaningful summary of the 
situation as there is more on paper than there is on computer! However, I do now actively welcome Middlesex records of 
moths (not butterflies) so that once the Herts Moth Book is out of the way we will already be in a position to start revising the 
Middlesex moth maps.  
 
HOW TO SUBMIT RECORDS OF MOTHS FROM HERTFORDSHIRE AND MIDDLESEX 
 
I am now using MapMate software to store and analyse the data (although we need to find a way of dumping this into DMap or 
something similar in due course as the quality of maps exported from MapMate is totally inadequate for printing in a book. If 
you store your moth records on a computer, I would be keen to get your records electronically, ideally as an Excel file 
(MapMate Sync files cannot be accepted because these cannot be edited after receipt). Please talk to me before sending data.  If 
you store records in any other way, please either use the recording forms (available free from me – I send you one and you 
make lots of copies) or send in typed lists as usual. 
 
I shall be talking in more detail about how get more and better information from your records at the indoor meeting.  
 
POSSIBLE FRENCH WEEKEND – IS ANYONE INTERESTED? 
 

There is a possibility of a 
mothing trip to south-west 
France in the summer. Depart 
England on a Friday evening 
flight from Stanstead to 
Carcassone then drive to Mike 
and Brenda Marney’ s isolated 
house at Graddé, near to 
Gaillac in the Dept. Tarn. On 
Saturday we would be wander, 
with our nets, around the 
extensive limestone garrigue 
(see photo to left), grasslands 
and ancient forests and on 
Saturday night we would be 
trapping moths until very late. 
Then more wandering on 
Sunday and an opportunity to 
buy the local wine from the 
farm next door. We would 
drive back to Carcassone for a 
flight back to Stanstead on 

Sunday evening. There would be a cost involved (air fare, car hire and something for the food at Mike and Brenda’s). Contact 
me and express an interest before the end of March 2006 if you think you might like to come along.  
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THE 2006 FIELD TRIP PROGRAMME 
 
This is enclosed with this newsletter and is also available on the Herts Moth Group web site at www.her tsmothgroup.org.uk. 
All you need to attend is an interest in moths; first-timers, beginners, experts are all welcomed. There is no need to book; 
friends/family are always welcome. Children must be supervised and dogs are not allowed (except guide dogs). Dress 
appropriately – it may turn cool after dark on some nights. Stout shoes are advised unless the programme says “wellies”  – in  

 
 Bovingdon Br ick Pits      Broad Colney Nature Reserve 
We will trap moths here on 5th August 2006    We will  visit this site in May, June and September 
 
which case bring wellies! Flat-soled shoes may present problems on grassy slopes. You are strongly advised to bring a torch. 
Normally we set up several lights and wander between them. Extra lights are welcomed. Able-bodied people are expected to 
help carry and set up the equipment – we regard learning about the equipment as an important part of the whole process. 
However, you do not have to stay to the end (although help with packing up is always welcomed) and if you have to leave 
early that is not a problem. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2005 FIELD TRIP PROGRAMME 
 
We had 20 trips during 2005, although one was cancelled. I have not had time to write a summary of the highlights, nor a list 
of the species seen, but I hope to present both at the indoor meeting. The field trips are the main part of the moth group’ s 
activities. They are set up partly to allow me to gather records from various places but primarily so that members can see a 
variety of moths that they might not see in their gardens. We try to visit a range of habitats in places across the county so that 
everyone has a chance of attending. Of course, this doesn’ t always work! If you feel that the programme is some way was 
unsuitable for you, please let me know so that things that can be changed are changed.  
 
MYSTERY MOTH 
 
The mystery distribution map in the last newsletter was for the Reddish Light Arches (Apamea sublustris), a moth confined to 
unimproved chalk grassland. 
 
 
This newsletter  is generously pr inted and distr ibuted for the Group by the 

 
Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre 
c/o Environment 
County Hall 
Pegs Lane 
Hertford 
SG13 8DN 
 tel:        01992 555220 
Fax:      01992 556152 
   E-mail: biorec.info@hertscc.gov.uk 

 


