Hertfordshire wildlife calendar of events 2011

Compiled by Hertfordshire Natural History Society (HNHS)
on behalf of natural history organisations in Hertfordshire.

You will be very welcome at all the events listed, you do not
need to be a member and the notes indicate where a charge or
donation is requested.

For field meetings please wear appropriate outdoor clothing and
shoes, take field guides, a hand lens and binoculars if you have
them.

Children under 16 must be accompanied at all times by a parent
or other appointed adult.

Dogs are not permitted on any walks or field meetings (unless
indicated).

HNHS cannot accept any responsibility for details of other
organisations’ meetings included in this list and you may wish
to contact the relevant organisation beforehand in case of any
last minute changes.

Friday 3 June:

Hunsdon Mead NR- meet at 10.30 for a 4 mile walk at Roydon
car park, Bakery Close, CM19 5HD, off the Harlow Road
TL409098); bring picnic lunch. Contact June Crew, 01992
465638,Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Friday 3 June:

Evening Ramble in Wallington. Starting at 19.15 (7.15pm);
meet at Wallington Church (TL293336). Visitors welcome: £2,
children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society,
contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171;

email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Saturday 4 June:

In search of Dragonflies at Kings Meads NR. Meet reserves
officer Andy Brown at 10.30 at the Windsor Industrial Estate on
the Ware road near the viaduct. Donation £3, booking essential,
contact Sarah Buckingham, Herts & Middx Wildlife Trust on
01727858901 or see www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk

Friday 10 June:

Evening Ramble in Barton Hills. Starting at 19.15 (7.15pm);
meet at Barton Church (TL085305). Visitors welcome: £2,
children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society,
contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171;

email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Sunday 12 June:

Common Blue Butterflies. Join Michael Pearson at Bunkers
Hill, near Hemel Hempstead to hear how the common blue
butterfly population was revived and we hope see a few flying.
Meet at 2.00 in car park at Long Deans NR (TL086080,

see www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk/NatureReserves/ for
directions. Contact Jan Mitchel, 01438798213, HMWT, Mid
Herts Group.

Sunday 12 June:

Bishops Wood, Rickmansworth, for botanical

recording: Meet at Bishops Wood Car Park (TQ069915) at 10
am; Leader: Laura Gravestock (Tel. 01727 830308). Bring a
packed lunch, hand lens and a field guide. Organised jointly by
the Herts Flora Group and British Naturalists Association.

Sunday 12 June:
Widford village open gardens, 12.30 - 4.30, there will be at
least 10 gardens open and cream teas served, Widford is on

B1004, between Ware and Much Hadham, for more information
contact Margaret on 01279843324 or see
www.widford.org.uk/index.php

Friday 17 June:

Badger Watching at Tewinbury — booking a place is essential
— contact June Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural
History Society.

Friday 17 June:

Evening Ramble at Henlow Lakes. Starting at 19.15 (7.15pm);
meet at Henlow Church (TL178388). Visitors welcome: £2,
children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society,
contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171;

email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Wednesday 22 June:

Is spring getting earlier? illustrated talk by Tim Sparks,
Climate Change Ecologist. Meet for 8.00 at Welwyn Civic
Centre, Prospect Place, Welwyn. Visitors welcome, small
entrance charge, refreshments served after the talk. Welwyn
Natural History Society, contact Raymond Uffen, 01438
714968, email: ruffen@talktalk.net

Friday 24 June:

Butterfly Walk in Southern Country Park, Bishops
Stortford. Meet at 10.30 in the car park for 2 mile walk
(TL477193), bring picnic lunch. Follow signs to Thorley
Church, but stay on Thorley Lane East at junction with Church
Lane, look out for gap on left after ‘passing place’. Contact June
Crew, 01992 465638,Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Friday 24 June:

Evening Ramble at Letty Green, near Hertford. Starting at
19.15 (7.15pm); meet at Letty Green Church (TL286108).
Visitors welcome: £2, children under 16 free. Letchworth
Natural History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462
632171; email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Saturday 25 June:

Maple Cross for summer wildlife Meet in Chalfont Road
(TQ032928) at 10 am. Leader: Andrew Harris (Tel. 01582
840598); bring a packed lunch, hand lens, binoculars and field
guides. Organised by British Naturalists Association.

Sunday 26 June:

Wild flowers and butterflies along the Icknield Way. Meet at
10.00 near Pirton village green OR for car share, meet at 9.45 St
Mary’s car park Hitchin. Distance 5km (3 miles), pub lunch or
bring picnic lunch. Donation £2, contact Val Fulforth,
01462623687, HMWT. North Herts Local Group.

Sunday 26 June:

Butterfly Walk at Church Farm Ardley. A walk round this
mixed farm managed on ecological basis to see butterflies and
moths that benefit from sympathetic farming practices. Lead by
Andrew Wood of Butterfly Conservation Herts Branch, Meet at
10.30 at Church Farm shop/café in the centre of Ardley village,
SG2 7AH (TL309227). Cost £3 per person, contact Church
Farm, 01438 861447, www.churchfarmardley.co.uk

Tuesday 28 June:

Panshanger Walk. Take a 2-3 mile evening stroll round this
special haven for wildlife with Tim Hill HMWT Conservation
Manager. Meet at 6.30 in the car park at the estate offices
(TL293136), take the Welwyn ti Hertford road entrance at the
white gatehouse on B1000. Donation £3, contact Jan Mitchel,
01438798213, HMWT, Mid Herts Group.
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Tuesday 28 June:

“The Living Churchyard — a 1000 year old churchyard in the
centre of St Albans managed for wildlife’ by David

Curry. South East Herts RSPB Group; 19.30 for 20.00 at
United Reform Church Hall. Mill Lane Broxbourne, EN10 7BQ;
admission £2, refreshments are available. More info

from www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southeasthertfordshire/

Wednesday 29 June:

Glow Worm Walk. Meet at 21.00 (9.00 pm) in service road
alongside Civic Hall car park, High Street, Hoddesdon, EN11
8BE (TL372079); bring white and/or red torch. Leader June
Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Thursday 30 June:

Glow Worm Walk. Meet at 21.00 (9.00 pm) in service road
alongside Civic Hall car park, High Street, Hoddesdon, EN11
8BE (TL372079); bring white and/or red torch. Leader June
Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Friday 1 July:

Evening walk in the Thundridge area through farm and
grassland. Meet at 7.30 at the junction of High Oak Road and
Farnhams Hall Road, Ware (TL362153). Leader Derrick
Ling,South East Herts RSPB Group; more info
fromwww.rspb.org.uk/groups/southeasthertfordshire/

Friday 1 July:

Evening Ramble at Pegsdon Hills. Starting at 19.15; meet
behind ‘Live and Let Live’ pub, Pegsdon (TL123303). Visitors
welcome: £2, children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural
History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171

Saturday/Sunday 2 and 3 July

Bayfordbury ‘Bio-Blitz’ a concerted effort to. Record the
biodiversity of this University of Hertfordshire campus, floral
identification, insect collection, fish and plankton surveys, pond
dipping, bird and tree identification, overnight moth trapping,
badger watching and bat detection. Full details on HNHS
website for, All welcome, especially children & young people.

Sunday 3 July:

Ramble at Wicken Fen. Starting at 10.30 and finishing at 15.00
approx; meet at Wicken Fen reserve car park (TL564706).
Visitors welcome: £2, children under 16 free. Letchworth
Natural History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462
632171; email:kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Monday 4 July:

Glow Worm Walk. Meet at 21.00 (9.00 pm) in service road
alongside Civic Hall car park, High Street, Hoddesdon, EN11
8BE (TL372079); bring white and/or red torch. Leader June
Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Tuesday 5 July:

Glow Worm Walk. Meet at 21.00 (9.00 pm) in service road
alongside Civic Hall car park, High Street, Hoddesdon, EN11
8BE (TL372079); bring white and/or red torch. Leader June
Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Wednesday 6 July:

Glow Worm Walk. Meet at 21.00 (9.00 pm) in service road
alongside Civic Hall car park, High Street, Hoddesdon, EN11
8BE (TL372079); bring white and/or red torch. Leader June
Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Friday 8 July:
Evening Ramble in Wilbury Hills. Starting at 19.15 (7.15pm);

meet at picnic site car park (TL201326). Visitors welcome: £2,
children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society,
contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171.

Sunday 10 July:

Watch out for Water Voles and dragonflies. Enjoy a walk in
Purwell Ninesprings NRthen enjoy lunch (optional) at the
Lavender Farm café where you can pick your own lavender for a
small charge. Meet at 10.00 enter from Gipsy Lane bridleway
which joins the junction between Kingswood Avenue and
Purwell Lane at north end and Wymondley road at south end;
parking at Kingswood Ave end (TL208295). Donation £3,
contact Jan Mitchel, 01438798213, HMWT, Mid Herts
Group.

Sunday 10 July:

Butterfly Walk for White Admiral and woodland butterflies
in Sherrardspark Wood. Meet at 2.15 at far corner of Campus
West car park, The Campus, Welwyn Garden City, 5 mins walk
from WGC station. Leaders Butterfly Conservation Herts
Branch. Donation £3, book a place with Anne Wiles on 01707
321572; Sherrardspark Wood Wardens.

Sunday 10 July:

Sawtrees Farm, Standon for flowers and summer

wildlife. Meet and park at Sawtrees Farm (TL388179) at 10 am,
leader: Merle Gwyn (Tel. 01707 322321). Bring a packed lunch,
hand lens and a field guide. Organised by British Naturalists
Association.

Friday 15 July:

Evening Ramble in Pulloxhill. Starting at 19.15 (7.15pm);
meet at Pulloxhill Church (TL063338). Visitors welcome: £2,
children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society,
contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171,

email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Friday 22 July:

Badger Watching at Tewinbury — booking a place is essential
— contact June Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural
History Society.

Friday 22 July:

Evening Ramble in Lilley. Starting at 19.15 (7.15pm); meet in
lane, first left north of Lilley Church (TL118264). Visitors
welcome: £2, children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural
History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171,
email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Sunday 24 July:

Northchurch Common and Alpine Meadow NR near
Berkhamsted for plants. Meet at car park off the B4506 New
Road (SP978102) at 10 a.m. Leader: Paula Shipway (Tel. 01296
668639). Bring a packed lunch, hand lens, binoculars and a field
guide. Organised by British Naturalists Association.

Tuesday 26 July:

Lemsford Springs NR — explore this hidden gem of a reserve
with warden Barry Trevis. Meet at 7.00pm at reserve entrance,
(TL223123) on service road off B197 from Welwyn Garden
City to Lemsford Village.(visit followed by Mid Herts Local
Group AGM). Donation £2, contact Jan Mitchell,
01438798213, HMWT, Mid Herts Group.

Friday 29 July:

Evening Ramble in Wallington. Starting at 19.15 (7.15pm);
meet at village green (TL145316). Visitors welcome: £2,
children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society.
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Sunday 31 July:

Dragonflies at Fishers Green in the Lee Valley. Meet at 10.30
in car park at end of Stubbins Hall Lane off B194 (OR for car
share, meet at 9.45 St Mary’s car park Hitchin). Bring
binoculars and own lunch, light refreshments available in visitor
centre. Donation £2, contact Val Fulforth, 01462623687,
HMWT. North Herts Local Group.

Friday 5 August:

Evening Ramble in Ampthill Park. Starting at 19.00
(7.00pm); meet at Ampthill Park car park (TL024382). Visitors
welcome: £2, children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural
History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171;
email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Saturday 6 August:

Do you know your woodland trees? Learn how to identify the
trees in Sherrardspark Wood with expert Neale Holmes-Smith.
Meet at 2.00pm at the entrance to the wood in Pentley Park,
Welwyn Garden City, near Templewood School (TL235141)..
Cost £3 per person; book a place with Anne Wiles on 01707
321572; Sherrardspark Wood Wardens.

Saturday 6 August:

Kings Meads NR, Hertford for plants. Meet at the car park at
Ware Priory (TL356144) at 10 a.m. Leader: Trevor James (Tel.
01462 742684). Bring a packed lunch, hand lens, binoculars and
a field guide.Organised by British Naturalists Association.

Sunday 7 August:

Ramble in Pulloxhill. Starting at 10.00 and finishing at 15.00
approx; meet on road leading to the Faldo Road industrial estate
by footpath sign at Barton le Clay (TL076317). Visitors
welcome: £2, children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural
History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171;
email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Sunday 7 August:

Butterfly walk at Butterfly World. Meet at 10.00 just outside
the main ticket Hall at Butterfly World, Miriam Lane, St Albans
(close to M25 junction 21A), follow the brown tourist signs. To
explore the spectacular outdoor gardens, rich with wild
butterflies, visit the hatching area andtropical butterfly house.
Lunch available to purchase in the cafe. Contact Malcolm Hull
0172785789, Butterfly Conservation Herts Branch.

Friday 12 August:

Evening Ramble in Offley. Starting at 19.00 (7.00pm); meet at
Great Offley Church (TL 145268). Visitors welcome: £2,
children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society,
contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171; email:
kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Friday 19 August:

Mardley Heath — morning walk. Meet at 10,30 at Mardley
Heath car park (TL248184) take Heath Road from B197 in
Woolmer Green. We should see heather patches in woodland,
bring picnic lunch. Leader Francis; contact June Crew, 01992
465638, Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Friday 19 August:

Evening Ramble in Tewin. Starting at 19.00 (7.00pm); meet at
Tewin village green (TL272147). Visitors welcome: £2, children
under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society, contact:
Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171;

email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Friday 19 August:

Bat watching at Stanborough Lakes with Roger Harvard,

Herts Bat Group. Meet at 19.30 at far end of North Lake car
park. Cost £3 per person; book a place with Anne Wiles on

01707 321572; Sherrardspark Wood Wardens Society.

Saturday 20 August:

Bramfield, for afternoon walk and evening social at The
Grandison Pub. Meet at The Grandison PH, Bury Lane,
Bramfield, Hertford (TL291157) at 3 pm. Leader: Paul Burnham
(Tel. 01707 653814) If you would like a pub meal at 6.30 pm
please let Paul know by 17 August. Organised by British
Naturalists Association.

Friday 26 August:

Evening Ramble in Ickleford. Starting at 19.00 (7.00pm); meet
at Ickleford Church (TL183317). Visitors welcome: £2, children
under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History Society, contact:
Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171; email:
kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Sunday 28 August:
Bank Holiday Ramble. For details contact Val Fulforth,
01462623687, HMWT. North Herts Local Group.

Saturday 3 September:

Stanborough Lakes, Welwyn Garden City, for evening bat
watch. Meet at Stanborough Lakes Car Park (North) (TL
227114) at 7.15 pm. Leaders: Roger Havard and Laura
Gravestock (Tel. 01727 830308).Bring midge repellent and £3
as a contribution to the cost of the evening. Organised

by British Naturalists Association.

Sunday 4 September:

Ramble in Ashwell. Starting at 10.00 and finishing at 15.00
approx; meet at Ashwell Staion(TL298386). Visitors welcome:
£2, children under 16 free. Letchworth Natural History
Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171,

email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Tuesday 13 September:

Members evening; slides, images and photographs presented by
members. Meet at 7.30 at Kincade Hall, The Settlement, Nevells
Rd., Letchworth,SG6 4UB. Visitors welcome: £2, children
under 16 free; Letchworth Natural History Society, contact:
Judie Starkey Tel. 01462 632171; email:
kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Saturday 17 September:

Mardley Heath LNR, for lichens. Meet in the car park off
Heath Road (TL248184) at 10 a.m. Leader Andrew Harris (Tel.
01582 840598). Bring a packed lunch, hand lens and a field
guide. Organised by British Naturalists Association.

Wednesday 21 September:

‘Biodiversity in a Bottle — the story of a traditional Engish
orchard’ by David Curry. Cheshunt Natural History
Society starting at 8.00pm (doors open 7.40 finishing by 10.10
pm) at Goffs Oak Methodist Church Hall, Newgatestreet Road,
Goffs Oak, EN7 5SS (TL321031). Visitors are greatly
welcomed and are charged £2 per visit. Cuffley railway station
is 1% miles away. There is limited car parking in front of the
hall, but public parking is at the library car park less than % mile
away. Refreshments are available at a small cost. Contact Mrs
June Crew, 26 St. David's Drive, Broxbourne, EN10 7LS. Tel:
01992 465 638 email:mang@junecrew.plus.com
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Saturday 25 September:

Butterfly Walk in Nomansland Common for Small Copper,
Small Heath and potentially Clouded Yellow. Meet at 2.00 in
the public car park in Ferrers Lane in the middle of the common
(TL171124); from the B651 Wheathampstead to Sandridge road
turn west at the cross roads. Finish time approx 3.30; Contact
Malcolm Hull 0172785789, Butterfly Conservation Herts
Branch.

Tuesday 27 September:

‘The RSPB on the Nene Washes — how the 200 acre reserve
is managed and recent reintroduction of the Corncrake’ by
Charlie Kitchin, warden at the reserve. South East Herts RSPB
Group; 19.30 for 20.00 at United Reform Church Hall. Mill
Lane Broxbourne, EN10 7BQ); admission £2, refreshments are
available. More info
fromwww.rspb.org.uk/groups/southeasthertfordshire/

Wednesday 28 September:

‘Hedgerow Dating’ a talk by Heather Bardner. Meet for 8.00 at
Welwyn Civic Centre, Prospect Place, Welwyn. Visitors
welcome, small entrance charge, refreshments served after the
talk. Welwyn Natural History Society, contact Raymond
Uffen, 01438 714968, email: ruffen@talktalk.net.

Friday 30 September:

Rivers Community Orchard, Sawbridgeworth. Meet at 10.30
at car park in Pishiobury Park (TL475139); a few 100m south of
junction of A1184 with High Wych Road. Bring picnic lunch.
Contact June Crew, 01992 465638, Cheshunt Natural History
Society.

Saturday 1 October:

Hatfield Park, for veteran trees. Meet at Hatfield Station
(TL232087) at 10.45 a.m.Leader: Mike Demidecki (Tel. 01442
823514). Bring £3 entry moneyand a packed lunch. Organised
byBritish Naturalists Association.

Sunday 2 October:

Ramble in Cottered North. Starting at 10.00 and finishing at
15.00 approx; meet in side road past sports ground (TL324293).
Visitors welcome: £2, children under 16 free. Letchworth
Natural History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462
632171; email:kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Tuesday 11 October:

‘Faunal Tracks and Signs’ Carol Lodge from Herts & Middx
Wildlife Trust will show us how to recognise birds and animals
from their feathers, tracks and droppings. Meet at 7.30 at
Kincade Hall, The Settlement, Nevells Rd., Letchworth,SG6
4UB. Visitors welcome: £2, children under 16 free; Letchworth
Natural History Society, contact: Judie Starkey Tel. 01462
632171; email: kenstarkey@ntlworld.com

Sunday 16 October:

Water End, Brookmans Park, for fungi and autumn
wildlife. Meet at Brookmans Park Station (TL241040) at 10
a.m. Leader: Peter Alton (Tel. 020 8368 7504). Bring a packed
lunch, binoculars, hand lens and reference books. Organised
by British Naturalists Association.

Wednesday 19 October:

‘Dovecotes’ by Anne Rowe followed by AGM at

9.00. Cheshunt Natural History Societystarting at 8.00pm
(doors open 7.40 finishing by 10.10 pm) at Goffs Oak Methodist
Church Hall, Newgatestreet Road, Goffs Oak, EN7 5SS
(TL321031). Visitors are greatly welcomed and are charged £2

per visit. Cuffley railway station is 1% miles away. There is
limited car parking in front of the hall, but public parking is at
the library car park less than ¥4 mile away. Refreshments are
available at a small cost. Contact the Secretary: Mrs June Crew,
26 St. David's Drive, Broxbourne, EN10 7LS. Tel: 01992 465
638 email: mang@junecrew.plus.com

Saturday 22 October:

Discover the Mammals of Sherrardspark Wood with Peter
Oakenfull. Meet at 10.00 at at the entrance to the wood in
Pentley Park, Welwyn Garden City, near Templewood School
(TL235141). Cost £3, approx 2 hours; booking essential contact
Anne Wiles, 01707321572,Sherrardspark Wood Wardens
Society.

Saturday 29 October:

St Paul’s Walden Area, for fungi and other autumn

wildlife. Meet at St Paul’s Walden parish church (TL192222) at
10 am; Leader: Chris James (01462 742684). Bring a packed
lunch, hand lens and a field guide. Organised by British
Naturalists Association.

Saturday 29 October:

Fungus Foray in Broxbourne Woods. Meet at 10.00in
Broxbourne Woods East car park, Pembridge Lane EN10 7QA
(TL328069). Bring refreshments. Leader: June Crew, 01992
465638, Cheshunt Natural History Society.

Saturday 12 November:

Hertfordshire Natural History Society
Autumn Meeting and AGM.

An afternoon of topical talks on natural history.
2.00 - 5.00 at Woolmer Green Hall.

This is a lovely new venue with modern facilities
and easy parking. The Hall is just off the B179
between Welwyn Garden City and Knebworth.

Full details will be circulated nearer the time.

Check the HNHS website — www.hnhs.orqg - - - -
for additional events and alterations.

Hertfordshire Natural History Society
Registered Charity 218418

Secretary: Linda Smith

24 Mandeville Rise, Welwyn Garden City AL8 7JU
Telephone 01707 330405

Email secretary@hnhs.org

Website www.hnhs.org
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