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This form has been designed to aid the description and submission of scarce bird species to Hertfordshire, which require an assessment by the Herts Rare Birds Panel. This form can either be printed off and filled in by hand or downloaded and completed electronically.  Submission of photographs to support identification is also encouraged – these can be inserted into this form or sent separately.
	Species:
	Number of birds:

Age / Sex:

	Location:



	Date(s) (include times and duration of record if relevant):




	Observer (your) name:


	Contact address:



	Email address:


	

	Contact number:


	

	Finder (if different):


	Identifier (if different):


	Previous experience of species:



	Similar species present:



	Distance from bird:
	Optics used (tick, or mark “Y”, as appropriate): 

Binoculars:
Telescope:
Neither:

	Weather conditions (include conditions during observation and if relevant record any prevailing weather that may have a bearing upon this record):



	Was the bird photographed: Yes / No
	Name of photographer if different from observer:

	Is photograph being submitted with description: Yes / No
	


	Background to sighting: (Include circumstances / background to finding the bird if applicable but kept these brief).


	Description: (Give a detailed description of the bird preferably based on notes or photographs taken at the time, rather than reference to field guides. Include plumage, bare parts, jizz and call wherever possible. A sketch whatever the artistic merits, will always be helpful to the rarities panel in assessing the record).  You are also encouraged to submit any photograph that shows features used in identifying the bird.  You can insert a photo below, or send direct to: birdrecorder@hnhs.org)



	The completed form, and any supporting photograph, should be submitted as soon as possible to the County Recorder David Bilcock, 71 Highfield Road, Tring, HP23 4QS email birdrecorder@hnhs.org.
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