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Introduction 

This report is the fifteenth we have produced for the site known locally as Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits since the current series 
of reports started in 2004, following the first Tyttenhanger Report produced for 1996 (Brew, 1997). Since taking the reins 
we have tried to follow the same general format as used in the original 1996 report. As more and more data have become 
available, we have expanded our analyses and presentation options while trying to maintain the spirit of 1996 and our 
earlier reports. We hope that the similar layout and content helps making comparisons across the span of years and the 
previous reports but we are also able to reflect the ever-changing nature of Tyttenhanger GP’s birds. 

The core of this report is undoubtedly the Systematic List of bird observations for 2019 and the analysis that goes with 
these observations and along with the full Systematic List we have continued to provide details of the recording area, 
public access to the site and a short review of the year covered by the report. The latter includes ornithological highlights 
along with summaries of physical and structural changes and any notable meteorological events. In addition, this year we 
have also included a small section on the proposed future development in the Tyttenhanger area and are also happy to 
include a more extensive article by Rupert Evershed on the proposed development, the local responses and the ways in 
which you can get involved. We urge you to read Rupert’s article, the material in the links provided and, most of all, to get 
involved and have your say! 

Previously we have found that around 10 years of data is the upper limit for many types of presentation and so we have 
been continuing to look for different ways of summarising the data. An outline and explanation of some of these 
methodologies can be found in more detail in the section “Data Collection, Analysis and Presentation”. This year continues 
the trend from last year where we have continued to trial the use of different ways to present the available data through the 
usual tables, but continue to use a greater number of charts and figures this year. The latter has given the report a slightly 
different appearance than past reports – on which we’d appreciate any feedback – hopefully without breaking the link to 
those previous reports.  

As we continue to accumulate what is becoming an increasingly large body of data on the birds of Tyttenhanger, we leave 
you with the hope that you are encouraged to venture on-site (when it becomes possible again) and to submit your records 
through the available channels for inclusion in what will hopefully, be a long line of future reports. Happy and safe birding 
until we bring you the next chapter of the Tyttenhanger story! 

Similarly, as with the latter stages of the 2018 report, we still find ourselves in a world that continues to adjust to the turmoil 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and finding what our “new normal” actually entails. One of the consequences of the increased 
amount of time that we are spending at home is the time-frame with which we have been able to finish this report! 
However, we should stress at the current time that we can make no guarantees that this early delivery will be part of the 
future “new normal” – although we think it is fair to say that this is the last report from Tyttenhanger GPs that will comprise 
data completely from the pre-COVID era! Needless to say, as the pandemic continues and the constraints around our lives 
and birding continue to evolve we urge you to follow the public health advice, and, above all, stay safe! 
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Finally, as in previous years we hope you enjoy reading the report and if you do, then we encourage you to let us know 
either via the email addresses below or even directly if you bump into us in the field! Likewise, if you did not enjoy reading 
it, or can think of ways of improving your enjoyment, then please let us know.  

Ricky Flesher (rickyflesher2001@yahoo.com) 
Peter Christian (tyttenhangerpete@hotmail.co.uk) 

January 2021 
 
Recording Area and Access 
The area covered by the current report is shown in Figure 1. As indicated previously, this is an attempt to update the 
excellent map produced in the 1996 report and to show the current status of the area. While there are undoubtedly 
inaccuracies in this map it shows the general boundaries of the area considered in the report, namely, that bounded by the 
A414 to the west, White Horse Lane and the London Colney by-pass to the south, Coursers Road to the east and Colney 
Heath High Street to the north.  

 

Figure 1. Map of the recording area covered in the current report. This map is a revised version of that shown in Brew 
(1997) and is the best representation of the situation in 2013, since when, relatively little has changed A previous version 
of the map with a superimposed grid is available in earlier reports. Scale approximately 1.5cm = 250 metres. 
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Access can be gained from a number of public footpaths that lead onto the site (see OS Explorer Map No. 182). For those 
arriving by car a number of access options are available. One option is to enter via Church Lane in Colney Heath – parking 
around the entrance to the Water Works. The model railway club usually meets on Sunday mornings and space can be 
restricted at this time. Alternatively, park at St Peter’s Church in London Colney and walk along the Colne, under the 
London Colney by-pass and on past the Fishing Lakes and Willows Farm. The third option is to enter on the access road 
for the Gravel Quarry just before the Garage on the A414 (coming from the Hatfield direction) and park at the end of this 
road before the entrance to the fishing lakes. The car park next to the Bailiff’s van and parking elsewhere around the 
fishing lakes is subject to a charge of £2.00 for those not holding fishing permits. The tickets can be obtained from the 
machine on the toilet block wall next to the "The Reel Café”. The access tracks that run each side of the fishing lakes are 
now gated, but not locked, and providing birders obtain a parking ticket, they can go through these gates and park sensibly 
anywhere along the tracks. Once on-site there is an extensive network of footpaths and tracks which cover the majority of 
the recording area. Observers are requested to keep to the marked footpaths to minimise disturbance to the birds, the 
land-owners and the quarrying operations. This is particularly so around the Main Pit and it should be noted that the 
workings access track is not a public right of way and that there are a number of remotely controlled security cameras 
along the conveyor belt with speaker’s that will tell you that you are in a restricted area! We have also been informed that if 
people are seen on the access track that security will notify the police. The current OS map (OS Explorer Map No. 182) 
should be consulted for some of the older paths that may not be shown on the map presented in Figure 1. However, 
please bear in mind that due to the active mineral extraction operations - on and around the site - there are frequent 
changes to the footpaths and rights of way. 
 
Review of the Year - 2019 

Physical features 

Most of the major physical features on-site remained much the same as they were at the end of 2018. The sand-spit in the 
Main Pit continues to be a significant feature and apart from the growth of much of the vegetation around the site, things 
have been relatively stable, in a physical sense, for several years now. However, having said that, it is noticeable that in 
the last couple of years the water has been maintained at a higher level than was normal a few years ago. The result is the 
sand spit is now more often under water which clearly has an impact on wading birds in particular. 

As many of you will be aware the last few years have seen a number of on-going proposals for the future development of 
areas around Tyttenhanger currently covered by this report. The latest “branding” of the development has been as 
Bowmans Cross – although it does not currently have a public site and so information can be a little difficult to find. The 
following is a list of some of the websites that we have been able to identify which may give some further information on 
the planned changes– a big thank-you to Rupert Evershed for his assistance with this: 

 https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/Documents/09-Planning--Building-Control/Planning-Policy/HELAA-2018-Site-
Info/HEL382c-additional-info.pdf 

 https://www.urbanandcivic.com/portfolio/strategic-sites/bowmans-cross/  

 https://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/colney-heath-and-london-colney-merger-fears-1-6841431  

 https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/Planning--Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Local-Plan/New-Local-Plan/New-Local-
Plan-Planning-for-Growth.aspx 

Obviously, there are likely to be impacts on both the 
birds and birders that use Tyttenhanger GPs and so we 
are keen to try and help everybody keep abreast of the 
proposed changes. Towards this end, Rupert Evershed 
has written an article that can be found on page 59 
which provides some further information about what is 
happening and how you can get involved with the 
overall process.  

Weather 

Overall, the weather in 2019 was fairly typical of the 
period 2001-19 but slightly wetter and warmer than the 
long-term medians suggest (see Table below). Within 
this framework it was noticeable January was relatively 
dry, while June, September, October and December 
were wetter than normal.1 In addition, the beginning of 
February also saw some snow that hung around for a 
few days to provide some nice photo opportunities for 
those keen enough to brave the temperatures! 

 
1 Months are considered “dry” if rainfall was <50% of the long-term median and wet if >150% of that median.  

It’s not every year we see snow at Tyttenhanger, but when we 
do it invariably makes things look so bright and crisp! Photo 
courtesy of Terry Smith/Friends of Tyttenhanger GP website. 
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 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Median 

2001-192  
Annual 
Rainfall (mm) 

689.9 629.8 1004.0 805.7 1014.7 740.1 727.7 726.5 776.3 857.4 788.5 

Air frost 
Durat’n (days) 

80.1 29.0 46.6 55.6 24.4 29.5 43.0 40.0 37.1 37.7 43.0 

Coverage 

Coverage of the site in 2019 came to a total of 321 days (88.0% of the total days) – the third time since 2004 it has broken 
the 300 day-mark - equal with the 321 days of 2017 and just slightly behind the 2018 record of 324 days. Peak coverage 
was in the usual months of March/April and August/September – with (surprisingly) only August receiving full coverage this 
year this is the first time in the period 2004-19 for this month! Coverage (days per month), median number of days per 
month (2004-2019) and the proportion - as a % of total days-covered from the period 2004-19 - that fall in each month are 
shown in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2019 27 26 27 30 28 26 25 31 28 27 23 19 321 

Median (1) 23 20 25 28 24 22 25 27 24 24 21 20 274 

% Total (2) 7.8 7.3 9.1 9.9 8.7 7.3 8.9 9.6 8.4 8.2 7.6 7.2 100.0 

(1) Median is calculated from the period 2004-2019. (2) Proportion of total days coverage in the period 2004-19 for the relevant month 

The site also continues to have up-to-date information through its web presence. Apart from the Herts Bird Club website 
(http://www.hnhs.org/birds/index.php) there are now other sources of recent information on Tyttenhanger’s birds most 
notably the Tyttenhanger Twitter account at @TyttGP and the Friends of Tyttenhanger website at 
(http://friendsofthgp.wixsite.com/ornithology). We urge you to check all of these resources for up-to-date information and 
further site and bird information. There is now (early 2021) a more general Facebook page for all aspects of Tyttenhanger 
Gravel Pits’ (www.facebook.com/groups/tyttenhangergps) (see also page 61). 
 
Review of 2019 Birding 

January; the year started well with the 1st producing 2 
Chiffchaffs, an adult Caspian Gull, and 40 Siskin on Colney 
Heath Common The first sightings of up to 3 Water Rails were 
noted on the 6th along with an adult Yellow-legged Gull before 
the 9th produced one of the more unusual records of the year 
when a White Stork was seen circling the main pit being mobbed 
by Black-headed Gulls. The bird of the month (if not the year) 
was then heard and seen on the 11th - a Yellow-browed Warbler 
which was found and stayed until the 17th - allowing the regulars 
to catch up with it. The full finder’s story can be found on page 
57. There was a Barn Owl on the 13th and 25th, a 4th year/adult 
winter Caspian Gull on the 15th and 16th, five Little Grebes on 
the 19th and a Tawny Owl and Woodcock were seen in Garden 
Wood on the 20th. A 1st winter Caspian Gull was seen on the 
20th and 23rd while two birds were seen on the 24th (and adult and 
1st winter) with the adult noted again on the 25th. The 100+ 
Golden Plovers seen from the high view point on the 26th may 
have been off site – but turned out to be the only 3-figure count of 
the year! There were 3 more records of Caspian Gulls on the 
26th, 30th (1st winter) and 28th (age not stated) with the month 
ending with 5 Lesser Redpolls on the 30th and a 2nd winter/3rd 
calendar year Yellow-legged Gull on the 31st. 

February; Caspian Gulls featured this month with an adult the 
1st, an unaged bird on the 11th followed by an adult and a 1st winter bird on the 3rd and 6th respectively. A Barn Owl was 
noted on the 1st (and eight other dates throughout the month) when found roosting in the same hole as last year! Two 
Brambling were seen in Garden Wood on the 3rd along with a 2nd winter Yellow-legged Gull on the Main Pit. A Tawny 
Owl was in Garden Wood on the 4th and a Woodcock was seen in the same area on the 6th,9th, and 24th - with another 
flushed from the River by the workings on the 22nd. The 11th produced 30+ Lesser Redpoll in Garden Wood while four 
Egyptian Geese were seen on the 11th,12th and 13th with three also noted on four other dates. There were good counts of 
Linnets in the middle of the month (up to 199 birds) and the first returning Oystercatcher was seen on the 12th. Up to 3 

 
2 Data have been extracted for the period 2001-2019 from https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/uk-and-regional-

series. 

This Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus -
found on January11th - got the year off to a flying start 
– species #207 for Tyttenhanger GPs! Photo courtesy 
of Ian Williams. 
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Water Rails were seen/heard on the 16th, there was a Stonechat in the field/hedge North of the Main Pit on the 20th and 
the month ended with 35 Snipe on the 28th. 

March; a Tawny Owl was seen/heard on the 1st and also at the end of the month on the 30th. The month saw an incredible 
series of Snipe records; including 47 on the 1st, 68 on the 2nd, 20 on the 23rd, 30 on the 27th, 50 on the 28th and 44 on the 
30th. The Barn Owl was noted on four dates, the first Sand Martin and Redshank of the year was seen on the 17th and a 
White Wagtail on the 18th and 23rd. A 2nd winter Yellow-legged Gull was seen on the 18th, 19th, 20th and 27th, a male 
Wheatear on the 19th and a female on the 31st. The first Blackcap of the year was seen on the 22nd (male) along with a 
female Stonechat and pair of Red-crested Pochard were noted from the 23rd until the 25th. A Raven was reported on the 
24th, the last Wigeon of the winter was seen on the 27th, and the last Siskin of the year on the 28th; there were five 
Swallows on the 31st and an Osprey on the same day, bringing the month to a nice close. 

April; the arrival of summer visitors and passage migrants were much in evidence this month with the first Little Ringed 
Plover (1st), House Martin (2nd), Yellow Wagtail (8th), Willow Warbler (9th), Whitethroat (12th) and Sedge and Reed 
Warblers (18th). Following closely behind were Lesser Whitethroat (19th), Common Sandpiper (19th), Common Tern 
(20th), Garden Warbler (22nd) Swift (24th) and Hobby (29th). While summer visitors arrived a few of our winter visitors also 
lingered through the month with Fieldfare and Redwing on the 22nd, Water Rail on the 12th and 14th, Lesser Redpolls on 
the 15th, 26 Golden Plover on the 19th and the last Meadow Pipit of the winter was on the 27th. Also passing through this 
month were Wheatears noted on six dates with two birds on the 19th, two summer plumage Black-tailed Godwits on the 
15th, an Osprey flying over on the 22nd. Quality in April this year was provided by a Marsh Harrier flying over on the 1st 
and three Common Cranes (a new bird for the site) seen circling the Main Pit also on the 1st – finders’ accounts can be 
found on page 57. Also of note during the month were a Tawny Owl on the 1st and 24th, a single Oystercatcher noted 
from the 1st until the 25th when it was joined by a second bird until the month’s end. There was a Barn Owl on four dates, 
Redshank on three dates, two Shelduck on the 8th and 13th. Gulls also featured strongly this month with up to three 
Yellow-legged Gulls producing records on six dates and Caspian Gulls noted on the 15th 26th and 29th. 
 

Breeding Birds 2019: in anticipation of the 2020 breeding-birds challenge organised by the Herts Bird Club 
we have begun to think that it is about time that we produced a “Breeding Birds of Tyttenhanger” – and what 
better time to do this than to springboard off the challenge. Therefore, we thought we’d try a summary of the 
breeding birds of 2019 and the Review of the year seemed a logical place to insert such a summary. As with 
all aspects of the report we’d welcome any thoughts you may have on this section, its placement in the report 
and potentially any future reports and on the planned “Breeding Birds of Tyttenhanger”. 

Breeding activity started as early as February when Grey Herons began building and occupying nests in the 
small heronry that has established on the Main Pit. Activity at the heronry continued into March when visits to 
probable nests sites were noted for, amongst others, Tree Sparrows and Red Kite. April saw a substantial 
rise in breeding activity with confirmed breeding activity recorded for 11 species including (see table below) 
with the first young being reported on the 14th for Blue Tit and Grey Heron and by the 25th young birds were 
recorded for waterbirds including Mallard and the domestic geese around Willows Farm. May saw a number 
of species with dependent young/recently fledged young including the first Canada Geese and Coot (4th 
May), Blue Tit (10th May), Long-tailed Tit (18th May) and House Sparrow (20th May). Also notable in May 
were Oystercatchers with an occupied nest/eggs (from 8th May), Skylark carrying food/faecal sac (9th May 
and 26th May) and a Treecreeper with food/faecal sac on the 29th. In all, there were 64 records relating to 
confirmed breeding activity involving 17 Species. June was clearly the month with the greatest amount of 
confirmed breeding activity with 76 records comprising activities from 32 species many of recently 
fledged/dependent young including records for the first young of Reed Warbler, Blackbird and Magpie (1st 
June), Kestrel, Grey Wagtail and Mute Swan (3rd June), Gadwall, Great Tit, Moorhen, Coal Tit and Great 
Spotted Woodpecker (22nd June), Black-headed Gull (24th June –bred off-site) Tufted Duck (26th June), 
Starling, Carrion Crow, Whitethroat, Green Woodpecker, and Pied Wagtail (29th June). Although the 
number of confirmed-breeding related records dropped slightly in July, these records still involved 29 species 
and included first broods of Pheasant and Lesser Whitethroat (3rd July), Greenfinch and Chiffchaff (6th 
July), Common Buzzard (13th July) Tree Sparrow (14th July), Blackcap (17th July), Red-legged Partridge 
(22nd July) Bullfinch and Jackdaw (26th July). As is to be expected, by August things had slowed down 
considerably in terms of the number of records (34) and the species involved (22). Nevertheless, 
dependent/recently fledged young of the following were noted: Little Owl and Swallow (1st August), Little 
Grebe and Great Crested Grebe (12th August) and Reed Bunting (23rd August). September saw little 
additional activity with just 7 further records involving just 4 species. 

In summary, this year produced a total of 252 breeding-related records involving 54 species (see Appendix 2 – 
page 64). Of these 54 species, there was confirmed breeding for 48 – 45 of which were seen to produce 
dependent/fledged young – albeit at least one of these species (Black-headed Gull) fledged these young off-
site. Breeding highlights of the year were the fledging of young Common Buzzards from a nest in the New 
Plantation and probably the second year in the period 2004-19 Greenfinch was recorded breeding on-site. 
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May; started with a Cuckoo on the 1st- the first of six records for the month - as was the case with Greenshank. A Snipe 
was also present on the 1st; with other notable waders for the month being 5 Common Sandpipers on the 7th, a 
Redshank on the 8th,9th, with two on the 18th, three Oystercatchers on the 14th and 15th and four on the 23rd. A Black 
Tern made a brief appearance on 8th after heavy rain while a 3rd calendar year Yellow-legged Gull was seen on the 7th 
while Caspian Gulls were seen on the 7th, 8th, 14th and 18th. Also notable on the gull-front was a record of two Common 
Gull on 10th and two Great Black-backed Gull on 11th. A pair of Shelduck were seen on 9th and 22nd and a drake 
Mandarin was noted on the 28th and 29th. Single Wheatears were present on the 8th, 11th and 13th while the second 
Osprey of the year was seen on the 9th. Also of note were 3 Yellow Wagtails on the 11th, single Hobby seen on four 
dates with two seen on four dates and three on the 15th. The latter part of the month produced a surprise record with two 
(possibly up to 4) Hawfinch in Garden Wood on the 26th with a Raven rounding-off the month on the on the 31st. 

June; this can be a relatively quiet month but this year provided more interest than usual with a Great Black-backed Gull 
present on the 1st, 14th and 15th with two present on the 2nd, a Hobby on the 1st and 9th and a 2nd calendar year Yellow-
legged Gull on the 4th and 24th. The only Barnacle Goose of the year was seen on the 6th while the latter end of the 
month saw a passage of Black-tailed Godwits with 3 on 22nd, 6 over the main pit on 24th and 1 on 29th. Undoubtedly the 
bird of the month was the summer plumage Curlew Sandpiper on the 24th – the first since 2013 and only the second in 
the current era (2004-19). Otherwise, supporting cast for the month included a Cuckoo on 23rd a Shelduck on 24th, 5 
Little Ringed Plovers on 25th (maximum count for the year) a Redshank on the 28th and a Water Rail on 30th. Finally, it is 
noteworthy there were two Common Scoter seen on the 26th - just over the way at Coursers Road pits…so close yet so 
far! 

July; A 2nd calendar year Yellow-legged Gull was seen on the 1st and 10th, two Little Ringed Plovers on the 6th, a single 
Hobby on six dates. Three Tawny Owls were heard in the Willow’s Farm/Garden Wood area on the 23rd just after dusk, a 
Cuckoo on the 26th and 31st, and the last Oystercatcher of the year was seen on the 27th. There was a lonesome 
Redshank that visited on five dates throughout the month, a late Snipe on the 28th, 6 Green Sandpipers on the 30th, 5 on 
the 31st and finally an early returning Common Gull on the 31st to finish off the month. 

August; an adult Little Owl was seen with 2 young on the 1st while Green Sandpiper numbers continued their good run 
from the end of last month with 5 seen on the 5th. Migrants appeared early in the month with a Spotted Flycatcher seen 
on 5th, up to 5 Common Sandpipers seen throughout the month, 3 Wheatear on the 8th and singles on 4 other dates. The 
third Osprey for the year flew over SSW on the 9th and the last Common Tern of the year was seen on the 14th. 
Passerines were in evidence as well with the first Meadow Pipit of the autumn seen on 23rd, 10 Yellow Wagtails on 25th, 
2 Tree Pipits flew South over the main pit on 18th and there were up to 3 Whinchat on 4 dates between the 26th and 30th. 
A juvenile/female type Garganey was found on the 21st and stayed until the end of the month and other good records 
included 2 Wigeon on the 26th, 23 Tree Sparrow on the 23rd, Tawny Owl on the 24th, 12 Chiffchaffs on the 26th and 5 
Hobby on the 30th. 

September; autumn migrants were evident in 
the early part of the month with 8 Chiffchaff on 
the 3rd, Whinchat seen on 4 dates between the 
2nd to 17th, a single Spotted Flycatcher on the 
2nd, 8th, 13th and 25th, a single Stonechat on 4 
dates - with 2 present on the 17th. Up to 5 Yellow 
Wagtails were seen between the 8th and 18th, 
the last Sedge Warbler of the year was seen on 
the 14th and up to 4 Wheatear were present on 5 
dates between the 10th and 17th. The last Lesser 
Whitethroat and Sand Martin of the year were 
seen on the 10th, the last Whitethroat on the 14th 
with other passerines of note being two Raven 
on the 2nd and 1 on the13th, 100 Meadow Pipits 
on the 17th and the last Yellow Wagtail of the 
year on the 18th. The non-passerines produced 
the quality for the month however with the third 
new bird for the site in the form of a Cattle Egret 
found on the 20th; the full finder’s report can be 
found on page 58. Other notable non-passerine 
records in the month included a returning Water 
Rail, on the 2nd, the last Swift of the year on the 12th, the juvenile/female Garganey seen from the 7th until the 22nd, an 
Icelandic Black-tailed Godwit between the 2nd and 16th, a 2nd calendar year Yellow-legged Gull on the 27th, a female 
Goosander on the Main Pit on the 28th, the last Common Sandpiper of the year on the 29th and a single Golden Plover 
flying over Tyttenhanger Farm on the 30th.  

October; the first five Redwing of the autumn were seen on 1st while the last Blackcap and Reed Warblers, Willow 
Warbler of the year were also seen on 1st. A near adult Yellow-legged Gull was present on the 3rd with 2nd calendar year 
birds seen on the 4th and 9th. A single Stonechat was seen on the 3rd, 4th, 15th and 17th while the 4th also saw 2 Great 

A Cattle Egret found on the 20th September was the third new-bird for 
the site added in 2019. Photo courtesy of Rupert Evershed. 
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White Egrets which were flushed from the main pit by a low flying aircraft. This month proved to be good for Great White 
Egret with a bird seen over Willow’s Farm Lake on the 14th – which landed on the main pit – and then a bird circling the 
site before flying north on the 29th. The last House Martin of the year was seen on the 5th and the juvenile/female 
Garganey was seen on the 7th and 9th. On the 15th a Brambling was heard in Garden Wood, a Golden Plover was heard 
flying over; 10 Siskin were present in Garden Wood (the first of the year) and there were 2 Water Rails and a Barn Owl 
around the site and the last Hobby of the year was seen. Two Tawny Owls were heard/seen on the 20th and 27th there 
was a Raven seen on the 20th, while the 21st produced 20 Fieldfare (the first of the autumn) and 400 Redwing. The 25th 
produced a record count of Greenfinch at the Amaizing Maize field (116 – the previous best being 70 back in 2011) with 
several other good counts through the month along with good numbers of Goldfinch and Linnet. The last Swallow was 
seen on the 27th and the following day produced a Goosander (a probable eclipse male) that circled the Main Pit before 
landing on the Fishing Lake. Although there were a number of good birds this month, best bird of the month was 
undoubtedly the Rock Pipit that flew briefly around the Scrape on the 31st, before calling and heading off south! 

November; proved to be relatively quiet but still managed to produce a few good birds; a 1st winter Yellow-legged Gull on 
the 1st and 3rd, a Tawny Owl on the 3rd and 17th. The 3rd saw the appearance of a female/eclipse male Goldeneye that 
was present off and on throughout the month with three Water Rails also noted on the 3rd and five later reported on the 
6th. The 3rd also produced another record of Great White Egret followed by 15 Mistle Thrush on the 5th, 2 very 
unseasonal Redshank on the 6th (just the second November record in the period 2004-19) and a Brambling on the 8th. 
Finally, there were 13 Golden Plover flying over on 24th while1 to 2 Green Sandpipers were noted throughout the month. 

December; had a good start to the month with three Red-breasted Merganser (female-types) seen flying over on the 1st – 
just the second record for the site following on from its debut in 2018! The female/eclipse Goldeneye that appeared in 
November was seen throughout the month and was supported on the duck-front by a male Goosander flying over South 
on the 13th. Ducks aside notable records for the month included a Green Sandpiper seen on the 13th, a Barn Owl hunting 
at 11.50pm on the 24th along the edge of the A414 next to the Shell Garage and wintering Chiffchaffs on the 20th and 30th.  

The current year produced a total of 133 species – well down on the exceptional totals of 2017 and 2018 (144 species in 
both years) and a bit below the long-term (2004-19) median of 138 species. However, notwithstanding the relatively low 
total, the year still managed to produce three new species for the Tyttenhanger List – Yellow-browed Warbler, Common 
Crane and Cattle Egret – taking the list to 209 species – 197 of which have been recorded since the beginning of 2004. 

 
Figure 2. Species recorded annually in the period 2004-19. The numbers in brackets show the number of species that 
were added to the Tyttenhanger List in that year. 

In addition to the three new species the following species were seen in 2019 that were not seen in 2018 – Garganey, 
White Stork, Curlew Sandpiper, Black Tern and Tree Pipit. Conversely, the following species were recorded in 2018 but 
were not seen in 2019 – Common Scoter, Grey Partridge, Spoonbill, Hen Harrier, Ringed Plover, Sanderling, Ruff, Jack 
Snipe, Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Curlew, Wood Sandpiper, Mediterranean Gull, Kittiwake, Sandwich Tern, Redstart, 
Cetti’s Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler and Penduline Tit.  
 
Taxonomy and Nomenclature 

The systematic order we have used is similar to that used in all previous reports; the nomenclature for common names 
follows that used in the Hertfordshire Bird Report. 
 
Submission of Records 

Observers are encouraged to submit their records for the site (and for Hertfordshire generally) via the Herts Bird Club 
(HBC) website (http://www.hertsbirdclub.org.uk/) Such reporting will ensure that records are passed to the County 
Recorder and disseminated quickly to the local birding community. Records submitted to the BTO’s BirdTrack system also 
flow through to the County Recorder as do those from eBird; data from both these sources flow through the HBC for 
inclusion in the report. However, it should be noted that submission of observations through more than one of the above 
sources does result in duplication. Nevertheless, whatever platform(s) people choose to use we strongly encourage 
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everybody to submit their records. Updates and the latest bird news from Tyttenhanger can also be found on the Twitter 
page at @TyttGP. 

Also, a note about Colney Heath Common and Colney Heath. Part of 
Colney Heath i.e., the Common up to the High Street and bordered 
by the bypass to the NW and Coursers Road to the SE, has always 
been included in the recording area for Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits. 

The extent of the site is shown on the map in Figure 1 – with a detail 
from that map and the site boundary (in red) shown to the left. 
Further analysis of past records is on-going and we are slowly 
updating our core databases to include all of the relevant records 
from the northern section of the common i.e., between the High 
Street and the river – and the section north of the river, west of 
Church Lane over to the by-pass. Certainly, the inclusion of the OS 
grid reference in some records submitted through the Herts Bird Club 

website has made this task a little easier than in the past – but these data have only been included for the last couple of 
years and so capture of records prior to the middle 2017 will be slightly more problematic. However, hopefully we will be 
able to capture all of the records for this area - traditionally monitored as part of the Tyttenhanger GPs complex - if 
observers are able to add a little bit more information when submitting records. As indicated last year, it would be very 
helpful if recorders could note in the comments when submitting records for Colney Heath, if they are from Colney Heath 
Common i.e., includes all of the area shown above south of the marked (red boundary). Alternatively, if records are 
submitted under the name Colney Heath Common, then we should be able to find a way of capturing those data as well. 
The other option is to enter data as Tyttenhanger GPs – but to include the note “Colney Heath Common” in the comments. 
 
Data Collection, Analysis and Presentation 

Data Collection 
The current report has utilised data from the Herts Bird Club database, Bird Track, eBird and from the personal records of 
some regular visitors. As shown in the table below, the numbers of recorders and observers has varied quite considerably 
over the years - with little obvious relationship between the two. However, it is notable that there was a dramatic increase 
in the number of records in 2017, which has continued through 2018 and into the current year. However, unfortunately 
much of this increase appears to be the result of duplication of records when submitted through different platforms! 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

No. of 
Records 

11,415 9,498 6,968 7,105 5,548 7,087 8,783 9,734 10,814 15,284 15,217 20,844 

No. of 
Recorders 

57 49 76 72 58 60 55 55 67 72 72 77 

Days of 
Coverage 

272 271 289 289 275 271 289 296 303 321 324 321 

For data cited from prior to 2004 we have primarily used the Hertfordshire Bird Reports from the period 1983-20033 as the 
source of data. These data have come from the main body of the text of those reports and also from the included WeBs 
counts (which we have continued to use from reports published after 2003). It is worth noting that the WeBs records 
between 1987 and 1997 were supplemented by additional counts from the same month - if these counts were greater than 
those made during the WeBs survey we have made use of these data where available. 

Last, but not least, we have had a project over the last several years to digitize all available data back to the beginning of 
2004 i.e., to fully cover the period 2004-2008 (inclusive) as it was clear that current data-capture mechanisms (particularly 
BirdTrack.) were not being fully utilised by many observers and/or those systems were not available at the time. The data 
for 2007 was completed prior to the compilation of the 2018 report and the data for 2004, 2005 and 2006 had now been 
captured. This work has involved the addition of many entries into the databases for each of these years4  

Analysis 
As the data made available to us comes from different sources there is a certain amount of duplication. Initial analysis for 
each species involves the removal of duplicated data, re-ordering and in some instances re-coding. The basic unit for most 
species is the daily maximum count. Depending on the species, calculation of parameters such as number of days-
recorded, monthly maxima, maximum counts and bird-days (see below for an explanation of some of these terms) are then 
made from the sorted data and the relevant tables and figures constructed. In some instances, we also calculate the 

 
3 The Hertfordshire Bird Report started as a stand-alone publication in 1980, however, 1983 is the first reference we can find to 

Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits. We are always interested in old records from the current recording area and would encourage anybody with 

such records to contact the editors. 
4 The number of records has increased as follows: 2004 - 3,068 to 8,952 database entries; 2005 – 5,925 to 12,153 entries; 2006 – 6,485 

to 13,846 entries. 
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number of unique entries that have been generated for a particular species. When this is done, entries from the same day 
are not removed unless they are an obvious duplication (which can occur with data entered through two different routes 
i.e., the Herts Bird Club website and/or BirdTrack/eBird) and entries ascribed to different observers are retained. We refer 
to this statistic as the Total Entry Number. 

Statistics used 
As indicated above, the basic unit from which we work for each species is the Daily Maximum Count. The parameters 
calculated from the Daily Maximum Count and used in our analyses are outlined below: 

Daily Maximum Count – the maximum count for a particular species on any given day. 

Days-recorded – the number of days that a species is recorded in a given period (month, year etc.). This measure is 
independent of the number of individuals recorded and is used primarily for species that show little variation in the Daily 
Maximum Count e.g., resident species such as Grey Wagtail and Kingfisher, and those species that occur les frequently. 

Bird-days – Bird-days are the sum of the Daily Maximum Count in a given period. This measure is therefore a function of 
not only days-recorded but also the (maximum) number of individuals recorded in a given period and is used for species 
that can show a large variation in Daily Maximum Count e.g., migrant species that can come through in variable numbers 
such as Yellow Wagtail or Dunlin. In the current report, for the analysis of some data prior to 2004 we have tended to use a 
conservative approach to the calculation of bird-days. This is because many of the records have been drawn directly from 
the Hertfordshire Bird Report where statements such as “two birds present between 19th and 29th March” are frequently 
encountered. In such a case, we have taken the approach that both birds were present on the 19th and 29th and at least 
one day in between i.e., as 10 days might warrant enough of gap to indicate separate birds/different records. 
Conservatively this would therefore be a minimum of 6 bird-days (2 birds, three dates) – but would only constitute a single 
record (if we believed all sightings had a high probability of being the same birds  

In addition to the above statistics generated from the Daily Maximum Count, we also occasionally calculate the following 
parameters – Records and Total Entry Number. 

Records – this is a term we have tried to avoid over the last few years as there has been some confusion as to what a 
“record” may entail. For the purposes of this report we have used the term “record” to refer to any series of sightings for 
which we believe there is a high probability that the same bird(s) was/were involved in each sighting and/or was probably 
continuously present on-site, and/or frequently using the site during the period of observation. This definition sounds quite 
vague – and wordy - but rather than lose some records in any subsequent analysis, the above provides a convenient way 
of still using the data. For instance, a species may be referred to in the Hertfordshire Bird report as “2 birds present in April 
and May”, and so with the definition above we would still be able to show two birds present in both of these months even 
though other details are lacking. Note, as outlined above under “Bird-days”, long-staying birds are treated as a single 
record – irrespective of the total number of days that they were present. 

Total Entry Number – this is occasionally calculated for a given species/month etc and is generated from all individual 
entries for that species after the removal of obvious duplicates i.e., is effectively the number of independent entries into the 
database. While it is an overestimate of the relative abundance of a species, it sometimes offers insights into the way that 
species have (or have not) been reported through time. 

Significant Counts. For most species it is useful to have an indication of not just the maximum/record count, but also of 
what constitutes a significant or notable count. For the purposes of most species we have taken the 95th percentile as the 
lower boundary for determining significant counts i.e., the highest 5% of Daily Maximum Counts are generally considered 
to be significant. This year sees us introduce this information into the summary data for many species – which is more fully 
explained in the section below entitled “Presentation”.  

Measures of Centrality, for some data e.g., spring arrival dates, monthly maxima or daily maximum count it is sometimes 
useful to have an estimate of the “average” or “middle” point for those data over the period of reporting/across all of the 
available data. The following are therefore used as indicators of the “middle” of the data: 

Mean – the numerical average of the data available. We have generally tended to avoid this measure as it can be very 
susceptible to outliers e.g., a very late arrival date for one year or an exceptional count will skew the parameter 
significantly. However, in some instances it is a useful measure and so it is occasionally used. 

Median - when the number of data points is small (and 15 years of data is still a relatively small amount of data!), the 
median is an alternative measure to the mean (or average) to indicate a measure of the centre-point of the data. The 
median is useful when there may be outliers in the data that can skew the mean and therefore bias the mid-point of the 
data. We have generally tended to use this measure in the current report in preference to the mean. 

Arrival and Departure Dates – for the regular summer and winter visitors, arrival and departure dates are routinely 
presented in tabular form and in some instances, median dates are calculated from these data (see Appendix 1 for a 
summary of all species-data). The median is less sensitive to large differences in the data e.g., when there are no autumn 
records for a summer migrant then a late spring date is effectively shown as the “latest” departure date. However, to 
reduce the impact of such data these values are usually removed when calculating median arrival/departure dates. As a 
guide the following criteria are generally used to define the beginning and end of the migration periods for summer and 
winter migrants: 

Summer Migrants - Spring Arrival - before June 30th.  
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Summer Migrants – Autumn Departure– after June 30th. 

Winter Migrant – Spring Departure – before April 30th. 

Winter Migrant – Autumn Arrival – after July 31st. 

Where possible we have been back and analysed the available data to ensure that the above assumptions are not 
massively incorrect and/or unsupported by the data. Where such cases are identified the alternate dates/values are 
mentioned specifically in the text for that species and are included in the header-summary (see below under 
“Presentation”). 

Standardization of Data 
For some analyses we have employed methods that attempt to standardise the data to take account of the many 
idiosyncrasies around the way that various observers do, or don’t, record particular species, and for the natural variation 
that arises from large agglomerated datasets such as those available for Tyttenhanger. These standardisation methods 
are basically of two types; 

Observers based – Originally developed for the common birds of prey, to provide standardisation between years and 
account for reporting biases, this uses the records from a frequent observer to calculate the reporting frequency for that 
species. We have extended this slightly over the years to other species e.g., Kingfisher and Bullfinch, and may make 
further use of this approach in future years.  

Coverage Based – as can be seen in the table provided in “Review of The Year - 2019” above (page 4), coverage is not 
consistent across years and/or through any given year. For this reason, we have occasionally used the relative coverage 
for each month to standardise the data. In this case the ratio of the coverage for a given month against the month with the 
lowest recording rate (February) is used to standardise the data. This type of analysis has been used particularly for those 
analyses that have looked at the relative number of days-recorded from each month of the year. 

Presentation 

Further to previous years the systematic section of the report shows the scientific name of each species followed by three 
numbers, with the addition this year of an additional element. The three numbers that follow the scientific name represent 
the “Number of years the species has occurred in the last 5 years”, “Number of years the species has occurred since 2004 
and the” Maximum on-site count”.  

The additional element this year is a number/text shown in square brackets that indicates what constitutes a significant 
count (as described above in Data Collection, Analysis and Presentation – Statistics used). As there are insufficient 
records/counts for a number of species to make this statistic meaningful, other text may be included in this box – which is 
explained below: 

 [≥17] – indicates that counts of 17 or more birds are considered statistically significant. 

 [All] – all records of this species are considered notable. 

 [NA] – no value is currently available for statistically significant counts. 

The category NA is generally applied when there are less than 500 counts available for a species  

Following the header line is a summary of the species status at Tyttenhanger. This summary is presented in italics and 
provides various information on the overall status of the species, expected patterns of occurrence and an indication of 
what records can be considered significant. Examples of this summary text is shown below for Common Tern and Bullfinch 
– with further clarification of the relevant informational elements presented below these examples. 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo (5, 15, 30) [≥17] 
Regular summer visitor that has regularly attempted to breed in the past - but not always successfully. Median arrival 

date (2004-19) 11th April; median departure date (2004-19) 4th September; any breeding records are notable. 

 
Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula (5, 15, 12) [≥4] 
Resident, probably breeds in most years. Most commonly reported in the winter months, often in small flocks; only 42.6% 
of counts relate to single birds. 

The first part of the summary (shaded in grey) describes the overall status of the species – including the breeding status. 
Resident species are described as such, and the initial statement about the relative abundance/frequency of occurrence 
for non-resident species can be summarised as follows: 
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 Common visitor – can be found on-site on most visits. Many species may also be described as “Common 
resident/visitor”. 

 Regular visitor - occurs in all/most years. 

 Infrequent visitor – has occurred more than three times but less than one record per year on average. 

 Irregular visitor – occurs on average once or twice in most years. 

 Frequent visitor – occurs more than twice a year on average – but still may not occur in some years. 

 Rare visitor – has occurred on less than three occasions. 

The second element of the summary (shaded in green – if present) indicates the median arrival and departures dates for 
migrants/visitors. Many of these arrival/departure data were previously included in the text-tables but have now been 
migrated to Appendix 1 where the raw data along with latest/earliest dates and the median values are presented. 

The third element of the summary (shaded in purple above) indicates notable counts and/or records for the species. 

Summary Tables 

As previously mentioned, the data now available is more than the maximum “carrying capacity” for many of our tables and 
in many instances alternative approaches to summarising the data have been sought. As far as alternatives are 
concerned, we have previously focussed on updating tables to include at least 10 years of data along with the minimum, 
maximum and median values for the period from 2004 to the present. With the addition of further records to the 2004-06 
databases, we have continued to modify our approach to provide yearly data for as many years as possible where we 
consider this to be important/relevant. This has resulted in several variations on the annual tables that provide the following 
in various combinations: 

 A summary column for the period 2004-07 (inclusive) as the amount of data no-longer allows for these years to be 
included separately this intermediate approach has been taken in a number of instances. 

 Median and maximum and/or minimum data for the period 2004-19, along with data for as many years as possible. 

The above approaches to summary tables were originally devised to keep the number of pages in the report to a minimum 
i.e., assuming that most people would print a hard-copy version. More recently we have also tried to standardise tables to 
achieve both an acceptable publication-size and some degree of continuity in the presentation. However, as printing hard-
copies appears to be happening less and less, the desire to keep the number of pages to a minimum is decreasing. So, 
while we would not wish to see the size of the report increase to much, we are also aware that the use of figures rather 
than tables provides a better summary of the data in many cases. However, this does increase the overall size of the 
report – which we hope is not more than most readers will find acceptable. We certainly hope that if you have any 
feedback on this issue you contact the editors and let them know your thoughts. 

Breeding Records 

A number of species undoubtedly breed, or attempt to breed on-site, each year, although in most cases there are no data 
that indicate their success. For the purposes of this report (and those of previous years) we have attempted to separate 
“possible breeding” from “confirmed breeding” – and have generally only tended to use the latter term wherever possible. 
Towards this end the following criteria are used to designate “confirmed breeding:” 

 Adult seen carrying food and/or faecal sac to/from a nest (FF) 

 Young birds in the nest (NY) 

 Adults and newly fledged birds seen together (FL) 

The above also indicates the BTO codes (in brackets) for each of the criteria. It is worth noting that the BTO also include 
several other codes for confirmed breeding (Used nest/eggshells (UN), Distraction display (DD), evidence of an occupied 
nest (ON) and a nest with eggs (NE)) which we would consider on a case-by-case basis for demonstrating confirmed 
breeding. Finally, it should also be noted that with presence of newly fledged birds (FL) the possibility exists for many 
species that these birds may have bred off-site and so this caveat is usually applied to these observations - where 
appropriate. 

Finally, a request regarding breeding records. It has become apparent in the last couple of years that there are some 
limitations around the way that breeding records are captured through BirdTrack and eBird and, in particular, the codes 
that are available for noting the presence of young birds. In both instances the code that applies to young birds is FL i.e., 
recently Fledged young (the full description of the application of the term as indicated in BirdTrack is shown below). 

FL Recently FLedged young (nidicolous species) or downy young (nidifugous species). Careful consideration 
should be given to the likely provenance of any fledged juvenile capable of significant geographical 
movement. Evidence of dependency on adults (e.g., feeding) is helpful. Be cautious, even if the record comes 
from suitable habitat. 

While a single code such as the above is useful for broad-scale mapping of breeding status, for smaller scale inferences 
such as “how many pairs bred at Tyttenhanger this year?” it can be very difficult to interpret those entries reported as FL. 
For this reason, we suggest that wherever possible observers also insert a comment with the entry to indicate if this is a 
newly hatched brood or a larger brood. It should also be mentioned here that it is also useful to indicate if the count 
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includes young birds or not. 
 
Corrections and Additions to the 2018 Report 

Great White Egret Ardea alba 

It became apparent during the compilation of the current report that this species had been omitted from the 2016 list (and 
the joint 2016 and 2017 report). The relevant text for 2016 is included in the systematic section under this species. 
 
Skylark Alauda arvensis  

There was an error in the table for this species on p40. The error was for the Maximum counts and should have read as 
follows in that table: 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Maximum 35 14 80 93 55 56 19 43 40 80 60 100 

 
Coal Tit Periparus ater  

The data for bird-days and maximum counts were accidentally transposed. This has been corrected in the current report. 
 
Contributors and Acknowledgements 

This report would not have been possible 
without the records that observers have 
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community and so first thanks must go to 
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without which there would have been many 
serious “gaps” in the current report. Thanks 
also to Marcus Brew for permission to use 
vignette of the Sand Martins (previously the 
cover illustration for the 1996 and 2004 
reports). 

Contributors in 2019 were as follows 

Jeff Bailey Lee Evans Steven LP Clifford Smout 

BirdGuides Rupert Evershed Simon Mahood Tom Speller 
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The list above was constructed from the records obtained through the Herts Bird Club – both from their own website and 
from BirdTrack and eBird. Apologies if you submitted records for 2019 and your name doesn’t appear on the above list - 
but please let us know so we can make sure it doesn’t happen in the future. The cover picture and other graphic images in 
this report were produced by Peter Christian; photographs are individually acknowledged. 

Photo courtesy of Terry Smith/Friends of Tyttenhanger GP website. 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor (5, 16, 56) [≥17] 
Resident through much of the year and generally breeds on site in small numbers (1-2 pairs) with first recorded breeding in 
1996. 

A good year for this species with respect to numbers with all months providing counts above the long-term (2004-19) 
median with March, April, June, August and September producing records for those months. The maximum count of 30 
birds on the 7th September was also a record count for the period 2004-19. In contrast, this year was a rather ordinary 
breeding year with just a single brood of 3 young; first noted on the 3rd June they were not reported after the 5th June and 
were presumably predated. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 11 10 25 15 14 18* 13 16 30 20 19 16 

Median 2004-19 9 6 5 7 10 9 9 9 11 12 11 13 

Maximum 2004-19 18 23 25 15 18 18 16 16 30 24 28 26 

* Includes young birds 

 
Greylag Goose Anser anser (5, 16, 70) [≥28] 
Birds of presumed feral origin have become frequent visitors in the recent past. 

While the number of days-recorded this year were consistent with the last few years overall numbers decreased 
significantly with counts of ≥30 down to one from 9 in 2018 and 24 in 2017. The maximum count of the year was of 45 
birds on the 12th January. A summary of data from the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 64 70 118 87 56 60 64 58 83 109 126 104 107 

Count ≥28 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 16 25 10 3 

* Total number of days-recorded in the period 2004-07 and total number of counts of ≥28 in the same period. 

 
Canada Goose Branta canadensis (5, 16, 449) [≥175] 
Common resident/visitor throughout the year with large moulting flocks generally present in the autumn. Breeds on-site in 
most years with three pairs being typical. 

A rather average breeding year for this species with just three broods noted; counts of eight, six and five young were made 
on the 8th May. Breeding aside, monthly maximum counts were generally above the long-term (2004-19) throughout the 
year – the notable exception being in August when numbers were well down on previous counts. The maximum count for 
the year was of 220 birds on the 7th September, but perhaps the most significant counts of the year were of 100 birds on 
the 22nd June and 150 birds on the 4th December – both records for the respective months in the period 2004-19. A 
summary of monthly maxima in the period 2004-19 is presented in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 80 120 60 35 35 100 70 64 220 50 136 150 

Median 2004-19 66 54 50 20 43 50 67 201 225 87 66 56 

Maximum 2004-19 180 150 76 44 62* 100 100 449 400 315 250 150 

* Includes young birds 
 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis (5, 12, 12) [All] 
Frequent visitor with birds probably coming from the Category C population 
in Bedfordshire.  

A relatively poor year for this species with just a single bird seen on the 
Fishing Lakes on the 5th June – a significant decrease from the 83 and 28 
days-recorded in 2017 and 2018 respectively. 
 
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus (5, 14; 10) [≥4] 
Infrequent visitor, becoming more regular. Can occur in all months of the 
year with counts of 4 or more birds being significant but all records are 
currently considered notable. 

Although both days-recorded (71) and bird-days were down on the record-
breaking figures of 2018 (90 and 205 respectively) this was still well ahead 
of the next best year – 2010 which recorded 41 days-recorded and 83 bird-
days. The last two years have now yielded a total of 161 days-recorded Photo courtesy Andrew Steele. 
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compared to just 134 from the period 2004-17. However, despite this large surge in occurrence it appears that the pattern 
of site use is still much the same over the whole period 2004-19 (see Figure 2). The maximum count for the year was of 8 
birds on the 5th October. 

 
Figure 3. Monthly distribution of days-recorded for Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegypticus Data are presented for all years 
in the period 2004-19 (All years) and compared to those from just 2018 and 2019 (2018-19). 

 

Mandarin Aix galericulata (5, 11, 4) [All] 
Irregular visitor, becoming more regular; all records are notable. 

After the best year on record in 2018 (8 days-recorded for a total of 9 bird-days) it was very much back to normal this year 
with just a single drake noted on the 28th and 29th May.  
 
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna (5,16, 12) [≥4] 

Previously regular visitor in small numbers that has bred in the past. Historically counts of ≥4 are statistically significant but 
a recent decline in numbers means that all records are currently considered notable. 

A slight increase from last year’s low of just 1 day-recorded, with a total of 5 days-recorded and 9 bird-days. Birds were 
noted in April, May and June with a maximum of two birds on four days in April and May and a single bird on the 24th June. 
A summary of days-recorded for the period 2004-19 is shown in Figure 4. 

 

Figure 4. Days-recorded for Shelduck Tadorna tadorna in the period 2004-19. 
 
Gadwall Anas strepera (5, 16, 117) [≥40] 
Recorded all year around, but breeding is infrequent. 

Several adults with seven ducklings were seen on the 22nd June and recently fledged young were also noted on the 24th 
and 29th June and it appears there were at least two broods hatched on-site this year. This is the fifth year in the last seven 
this species has bred on-site, the 9th year since 2004 but only the second year (along with 2014) where more than one 
brood was hatched. This breeding success is probably part of the amazing general increase in numbers that started in 
2017 and 2018. The early part of the year saw a monthly maxima record set in January, and while numbers were slightly 
below record values for the rest of the year this was still a very good year for this species. Summaries of monthly 
maximum data for the period 2004-19 are presented in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 64 50 58 15 13 39* 8 30 50 60 40 30 

Median 2004-19 16 14 17 9 7 16 10 20 14 14 10 15 

Maximum 2004-19 64 64 61 50 14 52* 75 62 100 117 107 66 

* Includes young birds 
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Dabbling Ducks at Tyttenhanger – 2017-2019 

The last few years it would appear there have been some dramatic increases in the number of records, and in the 
size of the counts, of several of the common dabbling ducks that occur at Tyttenhanger. To assess if this was 
actually the case we looked at the proportion of significant counts that have occurred in the year from 2004-19. 
These data were plotted together for the five species in question – and the result is shown below in Figure 5. 

Figure 5. Distribution of significant counts by year for the five common species of dabbling ducks at Tyttenhanger 
GPs. To standardise the data the number of significant counts in each year for each species are shown as a 
percentage of the total number of significant counts. 

It is clear that the proportion of counts is significantly skewed for some of these species towards the years 2017-
19 – but not in a consistent manner for all species. The results for each species are discussed separately below 

 Gadwall Anas strepera – all significant counts (≥40) have occurred from 2016-19 i.e. 0.9%,41.7%, 36.5% 
and 20.9% in each of those 4 years respectively. A total of 115 significant counts were made in the analysis 
period. 

 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos – this species shows the least bias of significant counts (≥90) towards the recent 
past and the most even distribution of counts across the periods 2004-19. Significant counts occurred in all 
but three years and the median for percentage of significant counts per year was 5.1 (the expected if evenly 
distributed would be 6.3% per year). A total of 78 significant counts were made in the analysis period. 

 Wigeon Anas penelope – Significant peaks in significant counts (≥11) in 2010 (32.3%) and 2018 (48.4%) 
with only single counts (3.2%) made in each of 6 of the remaining 14 years. A total of 78 significant counts 
were made in the analysis period. 

 Teal Anas crecca – Significantly skewed to the 2017-19 period with 19.1%, 38.2% and 20.2% of significant 
counts (≥40) made in those years. There were other minor peaks in 2006, 2010, 2014 and 2016. A total of 89 
significant counts were made in the analysis period. 

 Shoveler Anas clypeata – A small peak in significant counts (≥30) in 2013 (11.3%) otherwise all other counts 
were made in 2016 (30.4%), 2018 (30.4%) and 2019 (27.9%). A total of 69 significant counts were made in 
the analysis period. 

There is nothing obvious that can explain the above observations and it will be interesting to continue to monitor 
the situation over the forthcoming years. The editors would welcome any comments or thoughts that readers 
may have and are happy to share any of the data for further analysis. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos (5, 16, 250) [≥90] 
Common breeding resident present throughout the year. Birds were also released for wildfowling in the past, but this 
practice has now ceased. 

Numbers in most months of the year were generally around the long-term median - the only significant deviation from this 
observation being the relatively low count in June. Given the rather average numbers it is maybe a little surprising that 
breeding seemed to be so good – with up to seven probable young broods noted from late April through to early August. 

However, we need to place a caveat on this estimate as it appears that the limitations of BirdTrack and eBird in the coding 
for young birds means that it is not possible to gauge the relative age of young birds and to therefore be able to ascertain 
which “Recently fledged” young are new and which are older – thereby allowing a better estimate of the number of broods 
to be made. Further suggestions for solutions to this issue can be found on page 12 (Data Collection, Analysis and 
Presentation – Breeding Records). 

Summaries of monthly maxima data for the current year and the period 2004-19 are shown in the table below along with 
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breeding data from the period 2006-19 the table below that.  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 66 56 20 21* 45 28 35 100 50 60 71 70 

Median 2004-19 63 52 29 31 53 58 40 70 70 75 75 95 

Maximum 2004-19 168 101 83 81 92 120 105 193 250 152 146 165 

* Includes young birds 
 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

No. Broods 15 6 7 10 10 9 2 6 7 4 1 4 3 7 

 
Garganey Anas querquedula (3, 6, 2) [All] 
Infrequent visitor; all records are considered notable. 

A female type bird was reported on a total of 17 dates between the 21st August and 9th October. It is considered this 
probably represents a single long-staying bird – despite the spread of dates and the large gaps between reports (Figure 5). 
Part of the reasoning for this is based around the fact that the bird was very hard to see at times - even when known to be 
present. In addition, this species is also a very infrequent visitor but does appear to linger when it does turn-up i.e. since 
the beginning of 2004 there have been 36 days-recorded but these may only comprise as few as 7 records, involving just 9 
birds with stays of 4, 7 and 6 days previously recorded. 

 
Figure 6. Spread of the dates on which a single female-type Garganey Anas querquedula was reported in 2019 
 
Teal Anas crecca (5, 16, 120) [≥40] 
Frequent visitor and passage migrant. Highest numbers usually observed in the first winter period/early spring and often 
absent in the period from May to July inclusive and all counts from this period considered highly significant. 

Overall numbers were good again this year with 128 days-recorded, 2154 bird-days, 18 days with counts of 40 or more 
birds and a maximum count of 70 birds made on the 20th January and 9th February. Although appear to have peaked 2018, 
this year was comparable with 2017 – as shown in Figure 7 – and still ranks as one of the best years for the site. Monthly 
maxima were generally above the long-term (2004-19) medians for most months – with May and September producing 
record counts for those months. Summaries of monthly maxima and average count data for the period are provided in the 
table below and in Figure 5. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 70 70 40 25 10 2 3 4 35 40 40 45 

Median 2004-19 28 24 26 10 1 2 2 8 18 16 17 23 

Maximum 2004-19 76 120 62 50 10 5 6 25 35 62 88 90 

Record counts for a month are highlighted. 

Figure 7. Average count (bird-days / days-recorded) for Teal Anas crecca over the period 2004-19. The numbers in 
brackets refer to the number of significant counts (≥40 birds). 
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Wigeon Anas penelope (5, 16, 77) [≥11] 

Usually occurs through the winter months in small numbers with additional passage migrants in spring and autumn. 
Generally absent between early April and late August - all records between 4th April and 22nd August are considered 
significant. 

After the record high numbers of 2018, it is perhaps unsurprising that numbers were slightly lower this year. Nevertheless, 
this was still a very good year with 35 days-recorded (spot-on the 2004-19 median) and a maximum count of 20 birds on 
17th January. Days-recorded showed the usual bias towards the 2nd winter period with 26 days-recorded compared to just 
9 in the first winter-period - albeit the maximum count in the second winter period was just 10 birds on 6th September. A 
summary of monthly maxima data for the current year and the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 20 3 2 0 0 0 0 2 3 10 9 3 

Median 2004-19 5 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 6 8 5 5 

Maximum 2004-19 44 7 6 2 3 6 6 5 16 21 12 33 
 

Shoveler Anas clypeata (5, 16, 62) [≥30] 
Commonly encountered spring migrant and winter visitor that may occasionally stay to breed.  

Continuing the run of very good years since the end of 2016, this year saw another increase in days-recorded (121 
compared to 102 in 2018) and in bird-days (1656 compared to 1628 in 2018) – with a maximum count of 60 birds on the 
31st January and 31st March. This year also produced 10 counts of 30 or more birds compared to 21 in both 2018 and 
2017 – 2013 being the only other year to produce counts of this magnitude. Given the above numbers it is not surprising 
that most months produced maxima well above the long-term median, or that both March and October produced record 
counts. However, it is somewhat surprising that, even after three years of excellent numbers that this species has still not 
bred on-site since 2007 – the only year that it bred in the period 2004-19. A summary of monthly maxima data from the 
period 2004-19 is provided in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 60 50 60 20 3 7 3 10 22 40 30 26 

Median 2004-19 9 8 12 14 2 3 2 5 5 6 10 14 

Maximum 2004-19 62 53 60 28 4 9 14 11 29 40 61 40 

Record counts for a month are highlighted. 

 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula (5, 16, 95) [≥36] 
Relatively common resident and winter visitor that breeds in most years. Most significant counts are made in the first 
quarter of the year (January-March). 

This year saw 160 days-recorded (the best since the 213 of 2008) and maximum counts that were generally around the 
long-term (2004-19) median for most months – but with November producing a count of 46 birds to equal the record set in 
2018. The maximum count of the year was of 54 birds on the 9th March. Breeding was again noted this year and has now 
bred in 11 of the 16 years since 2004 and in 8 of the last 10 years. The first young of the year were seen on the 26th June 
and a total four broods (of 4, 9, 6 and 1 young) were noted through until August. A summary of monthly maxima for the 
period 2004-19 is shown in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 36 37 54 40 30 12 19* 30* 31 40 46 40 

Median 2004-19 38 42 39 32 17 12 18 17 15 18 26 30 

Maximum 2004-19 59 74 67 47 33 30 41 38 50 50 46 70 

* Includes young birds. 

 

Pochard Aythya farina (5, 16, 132) [≥13] 
Reasonably visitor that is more common in the winter but often present through the summer months but with no proven 
breeding on-site. Most significant counts are made between December and February. 

A reasonable year for this species with birds present in all months except May – as was the case in 2018. There were 83 
days-recorded this year for a total of 345 bird-days while the maximum count for the year was of 18 birds on the 30th 
January. A summary of days-recorded, bird-days and maximum counts from the last 12 years is shown below along with 
the respective maximum values and medians for each of those parameters for the period 2004-19. 
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 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Max* Med* 

Days-rec. 162 112 94 84 53 47 70 62 115 103 86 83 162 83 

Bird-days 885 373 376 312 171 126 216 204 356 408 522 345 885 312 

Maximum 31 19 20 27 12 18 11 15 20 20 16 18 31 19 

* Maximum (Max) and Median (Med) values are given for the period 2004–19. 

 
Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina (4, 8, 5) [All] 
Irregular visitor. Twelve records for the site, most (8) between October-November. 

A pair were noted by the island near the bailiff’s hut on the fishing lakes on the 23rd, 24th and 25th May. This is the second 
year in a row birds have stayed for more than a day and total days-recorded since 2004 have now risen to 24; this year’s 
birds were the first recorded in May. 
 
Goldeneye Bucephala clangula (3, 11, 5) [All] 
Irregular visitor that has previously produced some long-
staying birds - most notably in 2009/10. 

There were no records in the first winter period but a 
female-type bird arrived on the 3rd November which was 
then seen off and on through until at least 3rd February 
2020. In the 2nd winter period of 2019, the single bird5 
was recorded on 35 days (i.e., 83.3% of the 42 days 
covered in this period) with all records being from the 
Main Pit – quite often in the area of The Scrape. The 
last long-staying bird was also a female-type and was 
seen between very similar dates as the 2019/20 bird i.e., 
from the 5th November 2009 through until the 8th January 2010. In the latter case the bird was also joined by a second bird 
on two dates.  
 
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator (1, 2, 3) [All] 
Vagrant. All records are significant – Hertfordshire RBP description species. 

Following close on the heels of the first record for this species in 2018 (a male on the 17th November), three female-type 
birds were seen on the 1st December flying low towards the south before heading towards Coursers Road Pits without 
landing at either site (Rupert Evershed). Unlike the record in 2018 this record was not associated with any influx into the 
county and was the only Hertfordshire record in the second winter period this year. 
 
Goosander Mergus merganser (4, 13, 9) [All] 
Regular visitor with one or two records in most winters. 

Like 2018 it was the second winter period before this species made an appearance when a redhead was seen on the 28th 
September. This was then followed by an eclipse male on the 28th October and an adult male on the 13th December. The 
recent spate of days-recorded in the second winter period is not consistent with the overall picture from the period 2004-
19, in which days-recorded have been split in the ratio 45:46 for the 1st to 2nd periods. However, it is notable that this year 
produced the first September record for the site. 
 
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus (5, 16, 50) [≥15] 
Resident, previously supplemented by released birds from Tyttenhanger Farm; appears to be declining on site and all 
records are currently considered notable. 

Seen in all months of the year - with the exception of August –48 days-recorded was a significant improvement on the 26 
of 2018 although the maximum count of 5 birds on the 16th October was consistent with the generally low numbers 
throughout the year. Interestingly, there was a report of breeding this year when a female was seen with 2 chicks on the 3rd 
July – which surprisingly is the first breeding record since 2009!  

A summary of maximum counts, days-recorded and bird-days are summarised in the table below for the period 2006-2019. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Max. count 50 20 12 13 15 20 17 10 7 4 8 4 3 5 

Days-rec. 142 81 105 80 46 59 37 62 37 32 46 25 26 48 

Bird-days 721 499 175 168 139 104 75 112 63 43 76 40 30 68 

 
 

 
5 For 6 of these days there was no sex provided for the bird recorded.  

The long-staying female-type Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
pictured here on the 10th November. Photo courtesy of Andrew 
Steele. 
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa (5, 16, 200) [≥50] 
Resident, previously supplemented by released birds from Tyttenhanger Farm; appears to be declining very rapidly on-
site/locally so all records and counts are now considered significant. 

A somewhat mixed year for this species with five days-recorded (4 in 2018 – and all single birds) but with multiple birds 
reported on three of these days. All records were as follows; present on the 13th January6, a single bird on the 24th 
February, two on the 4th May, an adult with 5 juveniles at Tyttenhanger Farm on the 22nd July and three birds on the 24th 
December. 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 102 122 98 45 62 26 32 30 22 12 34 4 5 

Max. count 200 50 50 70 71 44 6 10 9 3 2 1 6 

Breeding No No No No No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes 

 
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus (5; 16, 46) [≥22] 
Present throughout the year with small numbers of pairs breeding in most years. Significant counts are frequently in 
November, December and March – but can occur at any time of the year. 

A reasonable year for this species with two broods noted – one on the 16th August and the second on the 14th September 
– although no brood sizes were noted. Numbers were fairly typical of the recent past with maximum counts in many 
months being close to the long-term (2004-19) median. However, the maximum counts in the period June through to 
October were well below the long-term median - with no apparent reason – returning to more typical levels in November 
and December. A summary of monthly maximum data from the period 2004-19 is shown below and a summary of the 
distribution of significant counts through the year shown in Figure 8. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Maximum 2019 11 19 24 20 10 4 2 5* 8 8 25 24 

Median 2004-2019** 12 15 21 20 18 14 14 17 18 19 22 20 

Maximum 2004-2019** 27 23 38 30 39 27 32 29 23 29 37 33 

* Includes young birds; **Median and maximum values of the monthly maxima for the period 2004-19. 

 
Figure 8. The distribution of significant counts (≥22) shown as a function of standard day (Date/Day) for Great Crested 
Grebe Podiceps cristatus. Dates shown are from the period 2004-19. 
 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis (5; 16, 14) [≥5] 
Irregular breeding species present through much of the year - although often absent in the winter months. Counts of 5 or 
more birds are significant and have generally included young birds if made in the July-September window. 

An increase over 2018 for this species with 54 days-recorded (48 in 2018) and a total of 85 bird-days (65 in 2018) - making 
this the best year in terms of numbers since 2010 (76 days-recorded and 151 bird-days). The maximum count for the year 
was of 5 birds on the 19th January – which is also the first count of 5 or more birds in January from the period 2004-19. 
This was also the first year since 2013 the species has bred on-site with a single brood of 2 young noted in September. A 
summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the period 2006-19 are shown in the table below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 8 49 66 122 76 47 31 17 19 18 29 42 48 54 

Bird-days 8 121 140 296 151 75 46 39 23 21 35 60 65 85 

 

 
6 Noted as present in BirdTrack – but no count given. 
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Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo (5; 16, 94) [≥30] 
A common winter visitor with birds present through much of the year. Significant counts generally occur between 
November and January. 

This year witnessed the usual pattern of occurrence with peak numbers in the winter months and smaller numbers present 
throughout the summer months. September and October both produced record counts for those months (22 and 50 
respectively), while the maximum count for the year was of 64 birds on the 7th December. A summary of monthly maxima 
data from the period 2004-19 is shown below in Figure 9. 

 
Figure 9. Summary of monthly maxima from the period 2004-19 for Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo. Also shown are the 
medians of maximum counts for each month from the period 2004-19 and the monthly maxima for 2019. 
 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea (5, 16, 35) [≥11] 
Present throughout the year with numbers generally on the increase as a result of the small breeding colony established in 
2009.  

Breeding on site has been relatively stable for the last few years with between 9-10 nests noted every year since 2016. 
The 9 occupied nests this year were seen to contain young birds from 13th April through until the 22nd June with a 
maximum reported count of 8 young birds on the 18th May. Maxima were generally above or close to the long-term median 
(2004-19) values in most months of the year with record counts being set in both April and May. However, perhaps the 
most outstanding record of the year was of 35 birds seen on the 24th August when the 10 birds on-site were supplemented 
by a fly-over of 25 further birds – a new site-record (Steve Blake and Ricky Flesher)! A summary of monthly maxima data 
from the period 2004-19 is provided in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Maximum 2019 10 15 14 14* 16* 9* 5 35 8 8 6 7 

Median 2004-2019** 8 7 7 8 8 9 6 8 9 6 6 7 

Maximum 2004-2019** 15 19 20 14 16 16 20 35 23 18 8 12 

* Includes young birds. **Median and maximum values of the monthly maxima for the period 2004-19. 

Great White Egret Ardea alba (4, 5, 2) [All] 
Irregular visitor; first recorded in 2013. Becoming much more common in the UK and Hertfordshire and hopefully a future 
regular at Tyttenhanger. All counts are still considered notable. 

2016. The analysis of the records from 2016 were omitted from the joint 2016 and 2017 report. This species produced an 
impressive series of records during this year when a bird was found on the 14th November and reported through until the 
21st November when it was joined by a second bird. These two birds were reported through until the end of the year -
although both birds were not present on all days. In total there were 45 days-recorded for this species between the 14th 
November and 31st December for a total of 77 bird-days. 
2019. The fourth year in a row this species has been reported at Tyttenhanger GPs with records as follows: two birds 
flushed on 4th October, one flying over 14th October, a bird circling before flying north on the 29th October finally one bird 
flying south on the 3rd November before appearing to land in the direction of Broad Colney Lakes. These 4 records bring 
the site total to 103 days-recorded for a total of 160 bird-days. Interestingly all of the records this year were in the final 
quarter of the year – which follows the pattern of most previous records that were either in the final quarter (October-
December) or the first quarter of the year (January-March); these data are summarised below in Figure 10. 

In analysing the records from Tyttenhanger we have also looked at the records from the rest of Hertfordshire over the 
period 2013-19 and make the following points regarding both Figure 10 and, more generally, the occurrence of this species 
in Hertfordshire over the period in question: 

 The majority of the Tyttenhanger days-recorded in Q4-2016 and Q1-2017 involved 2 birds – other days-recorded 
involving 2 birds were on the 9th October 2017 and the 4th October 2019.  
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 The only Tyttenhanger day-recorded not in Q1 or Q4 was a single bird on the 7th April 2018; elsewhere in 
Hertfordshire days-recorded in Q2 and Q3 are consistent with Q1 while days-recorded in Q4 are consistently higher 
than Q1-3 (see table below). 

 In Q4 of 2017 days -recorded at Tyttenhanger (19) were fairly evenly distributed with those from elsewhere in 
Hertfordshire (11) – the majority of the latter being from elsewhere in the Colne Valley at Maple Lodge and Stockers 
Lake. The only day where more than two bird-days were recorded was the 5th November 2017 when there were 2 
birds seen at Tyttenhanger and 1 at Maple Cross. 

 Days-recorded 2013-19 

 Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 Total 

Tyttenhanger 19 1 0 82 102 

Other Hertfordshire 11 18 10 44 83 

It is tempting to speculate on the above data -especially when it is not possible to either confirm or refute any arising 
hypothesis! However, the data point towards 2 birds being involved in the majority of records over the winters of 2016/17, 
2017/18 and 2018/19 – with birds moving between a number of sites in south Hertfordshire. 

 
Figure 10. Distribution by annual-quarters of all records of Great White Egret Ardea alba at Tyttenhanger and the rest of 
Hertfordshire (Herts - other) in the period 2013-19. The number in brackets indicates the number of days-recorded for 
Tyttenhanger in Q4 of 2016. 
 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis (1, 1, 1) [All] 
Rare visitor. All counts are considered notable. 

A first for the site was seen on 20th September when first sighted 
on Willow’s Farm Lake at around 12.30pm (Rupert Evershed). It 
then flew to the Fishing Lake by the fishing huts/café area, 
before the Main Pit where it could be seen by the back 
causeway It stayed around the Main Pit until at least 5.20pm - 
giving the regulars a real run-around trying to catch-up with it. A 
full story by the finder can be seen on page 58.  
 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta (5, 16; 24) [≥8] 
Very irregular visitor in the past with the first record in 1999; 
becoming more frequent as this species continues to spread 
through the UK as a breeding species. 

As indicated in last year’s report, keeping track of the status of 
this species is a constant challenge – and this year provides 
further grist to this mill! Days-recorded for the year were 198 
compared to the 202 in 2018, but bird-days dropped to just 356 
compared to over 500 in the previous three years! The maximum 
count for the year was of 6 birds - on 4 dates all in June and July 
– and there was no evidence of breeding despite an active 
heronry on-site. A summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the period 2006-19 is shown in the table below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 6 2 31 12 21 30 51 84 74 140 195 169 204 198 

Bird-days 8 2 42 12 34 49 58 105 88 262 616 789 530 356 

The Star-of-September - Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
during its all-too-brief visit on the 20th. Photo courtesy 
of Rupert Evershed  
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White Stork Ciconia ciconia (1, 3; 1) [All] 
Rare visitor, first recorded in 2006.; May become more common as the species expands its European range. 

A bird was seen circling the main pit at around 2.45pm on the 9th January, when it was being mobbed by around 100 
Black-headed Gulls. The bird appears to have landed briefly and was then seen taking off again and was last seen 
heading towards Hatfield at around 3.00pm (Richard Parlour). This is the third record for the site and follows records on 
19th March 2006 and the 12th May 2012. Interestingly a bird was reported 24 hours later firstly at Lynsters Lake (West 
Hyde) and then at Stockers Lake where it was perched on the Osprey pole for some time!  
 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus (4, 13, 1) [All] 
Regular passage migrant, first recorded in 1988 with a total of 30 days-recorded. 

Three records this year - all of single birds - on the 31st March, 22nd April (flying NNW at 17.42pm being harried by 
Oystercatcher, Greenshank and two Little Ringed Plovers) and the 9th August (flying SSW at 15.48pm). 
 
Red Kite Milvus milvus (5, 15, 8) [≥3] 
Frequent visitor – becoming much more common as the English population continues to burgeon; recent on-site breeder. 

The best year for this species since 2014 with 138 days-recorded and a total of 264 bird-days; the maximum count for the 
year was of 8 birds on the 20th September – which is also a new site-record (Lee Evans) – and the reporting frequency this 
year was 64.0% (recorded on 48 dates from a total of 75 days-visited by one regular observer). A summary of the 
recording frequency during the period 2004-2019 for this and the other common birds of prey on-site is shown in Figure 11. 
data for days-recorded, bird-days and average count (av. count i.e. bird-days/days-recorded) in the period 2007-2019 are 
shown below.  

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 7 5 13 36 78 95 138 143 121 114 120 109 137 

Bird-days 7 6 14 45 97 149 180 194 165 147 190 164 267 

Av. count 1.00 1.20 1.08 1.25 1.24 1.57 1.30 1.36 1.36 1.29 1.58 1.50 1.95 

 

 
Figure 11. Summary of recording frequency for the more common birds of prey at Tyttenhanger during the period 2004-
2019. Recording frequency is calculated from data generated by a single observer for each species-year combination and 
is based on the number of days-recorded for the year as a percentage of the number of visits. Note only single observer 
records have been used where the observer is known to record all sightings of the species involved. 
 
Buzzard Buteo buteo (5, 16, 10) [≥5] 
Local resident becoming increasingly more common in Hertfordshire and more frequently observed at Tyttenhanger. 

There was confirmed breeding on-site this year – which is a first for Tyttenhanger! An adult was seen carrying food in the 
New Plantation Wood on the 8th July and then on the 13th July recently fledged young were reported from the same 
location, recently fledged birds – presumably the same bird - were subsequently reported on the 1st August, but no location 
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was given. As far as numbers are concerned there were 117 days-recorded for a total of 215 bird-days, the maximum 
count for the year was 8 birds on the 8th September and the recording frequency was 58.7% (recorded on 44 dates from a 
total of 75 days-visited by one regular observer – see Figure 11). A summary of the recording frequency during the period 
2004-2019 for this and the other common birds of prey on-site is shown in Figure 11. 
 
Marsh Harrier Circus aerouginosus (4, 9, 1) [All] 
Irregular visitor; first recorded in 1991. All records are notable. 

Just a single record for the year of an un-aged bird flying over on the 1st April (Nick Boxall). A summary of the monthly 
distribution of all records since the first record in 1991 are shown in the table below.  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Days-rec. 0 0 0 4 5 0 1 5 2 0 0 0 17 

 
Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus (5, 16, 4) [≥2] 
Present throughout the year. Undoubtedly breeds locally but usually not confirmed. Over 85% of records involve single 
birds; counts of more than one bird and breeding records are notable. 

There were 62 days-recorded this year, a total of 77 bird-days, 10 dates on which more than one bird was counted, a 
reporting frequency of 20.0% (recorded on 15 dates from a total of 75 days-visited by one regular observer) and a 
maximum count for the year of three birds on the 13th September and 27th October. A summary of the recording frequency 
during the period 2004-2019 for this and the other common birds of prey on-site is shown in Figure 11. The following table 
shows days-recorded, bird-days and the recording frequency (% R.F.) for the period 2007-19. 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 53 65 36 51 40 30 23 44 42 56 51 44 62 

Bird-days 69 82 46 56 45 36 27 53 48 68 58 45 77 

% R.F. 22.6 22.4 16.4 34.7 30.5 33.3 16.4 29.3 20.9 30.1 22.1 15.7 20.0 

 
Hobby Falco subbuteo (5, 15, 5) [≥3] 
Passage migrant and summer visitor; median spring arrival date (2004-19) 29th April; median autumn departure date 
(2004-19) 28th September. Over 75% of all counts are of single birds; counts of 3 or more birds are statistically significant. 

Another very good year for this species with the first bird seen spot-on the 2004-19 median date of the 29th April. There 
was a total of 60 days-recorded (a record for the period 2004-19) producing a total of 85 bird-days and a maximum count 
of 5 birds on the 30th August. The last bird of the year was seen on the 15th October – much later than the long-term 
median date of the 28th September. A summary of arrival and departures dates can be found in Appendix 1A (page 62) 
and summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the period 2004-2019 are shown in Figure 12.  
 

 
Figure 12. Summary plot of Days-recorded and bird-days for Hobby Falco subbuteo for the period 2004-19. 
 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (5, 15, 7) [≥2] 
Birds of both sexes present throughout the year and breeds on-site and locally in most years. Over 75% of records involve 
single birds and records of more than one bird and any breeding records are notable. 

A good breeding year with two pairs hatching young on-site. The first young were seen at the nest on the 28th May with 
three recently fledged birds reported a few days later on the 3rd June. Then on the 5th June a nest was reported with 6 
young followed by reports of 4 and 3 recently fledged birds on the 22nd and 29th June respectively with the last young bird 
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being reported on the 3rd July. Overall breeding success is difficult to assess, but there were several records in September 
and October of multiple birds - indicating that some young birds may have survived through to this time. A summary of the 
recording frequency during the period 2004-2019 for this and the other common birds of prey on-site is shown in Figure 11. 
 
Peregrine Falco peregrinus (5, 15, 2) [All] 
Regular visitor. All records are still considered notable - especially those of multiple birds.  

An excellent year for this species with an incredible 75 days-recorded, with birds seen in all months of the year. All records 
for the year were of single birds but there were at least two, and possibly three birds, involved i.e., an adult/sub adult and 
an immature bird both being noted. An immature bird noted on the 17th May was seen to be ringed – which does raise 
some questions as to its provenance! A summary of days-recorded for the year are shown in Figure 13 along with the 
equivalent data for the period 2004-19 (206 days-recorded). 

  
Figure 13. Monthly distribution of days-recorded for Peregrine Falco peregrinus for 2019 compared to the days-recorded 
for the period 2004-18 (total of 206 days-records) 
 
Common Crane Grus grus (1, 1, 3) [All] 
Rare visitor. Now re-established as breeding species in Britain, records are likely to become more common; still a 
description species for the HBC. 

After the disappointment of 2008 when 3 birds of doubtful provenance spent an evening at Willows Farm it was good to get 
this species firmly on the site list when three birds were seen circling the Main Pit at 11.30am on the 1st April (Rupert 
Evershed, Steve Blake Terry Smith) before they drifted away to the south. Accounts of the find can be found on page 58.  
 
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus (5, 15, 5) [≥3] 
Regular winter visitor in the recent past; median spring departure date (2004-19) 20th March; median autumn arrival date 
(2004-19) 9th November. Records between 21st April and 2nd September are all particularly noteworthy. 

After two good years, this year continued the trend from the end of 2018 and proved to be an outstanding year for this 
species! There were 81 days-recorded - a record for the period 2004/19 - and total of 123-bird-days - also a new record, 
with the previous best being 76 bird-days in 2008 (from 54 days-recorded). As indicated above, there were a number of 
days with multiple birds - 30 days in all. The latter represented a massive 37.0%7 of all days-recorded - with two birds on 
20 days, 3 birds on 9 days and a new site-record count of 5 birds on the 6th November (Rupert Evershed). The split of 
days-recorded between the first (1st WP) and second winter (2nd WP) periods (split 47-34 days respectively) was “typical” 
of the period 2004-19 i.e., total days-recorded for the latter were split 173-145 for 1st and 2nd WPs respectively. The last 
bird of the 1st WP was on the slightly late date of the 14th April and the first bird of the second winter period was on the very 
early date of the 2nd September. Finally, there was also a record on the 30th June – which is the first June record in the 
period 2004-19! So, all-in-all a fantastic year for this species – let’s hope it can continue into the future. A summary of early 
and late dates and the respective medians for the period 2004-19 can be found in Appendix 1B (page 64). 

 
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus (5; 15, 69) [≥22] 
Common resident with a few pairs breeding in most years. 

This species continues to breed on-site, but the number of breeding pairs appears to be declining. This year saw several 
reports of recently fledged young in June, August and September – with the best estimate of the numbers of pairs being 

 
7 In the period 2004-19, days on which multiple birds were recorded represented around 26% of all days-recorded. 
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three8. Aside from breeding, numbers were very similar this year to the last few years with most months producing 
maximum counts above or close to the long-term (2004-19) median value. Despite the overall good numbers, the best 
count of the year was of just 25 birds on the 16th November. A summary of monthly maxima from the period 2004-19 is 
provided in Figure 14. 

 

Figure 14. Graphic summary of monthly 
maxima data for the period 2004-19 for 
Moorhen, Gallinula chloropus. The maximum 
count in this period is shown by the 
highlighted red box (69 birds on 11th 
November 2012). 

 
Coot Fulica atra (5, 15, 214) [≥100] 
Has seen large fluctuations in status over the years; currently a common breeding resident and winter visitor. 

This species failed to breed last year but was back on the breeders-list this year with recently fledged young seen from 
May through to September. As with the previous species, it is difficult to accurately estimate the total number of pairs from 
the data available, however, it would appear there were 5 broods that hatched – although no numbers are available for the 
sizes of those broods. Numbers through the year were very close to the long-term (2004-19) median in all months apart 
from September and October – which were on the high side – and December – which was relatively low. The highest count 
of the year was of 150 birds on the 2nd October. A summary of monthly maxima data for this year and the period 2004-19 
is shown in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019 100 70 62 30 32 58 75 95 136 150 75 50 

Median 2004-19 91 89 64 53 50 55 67 84 72 57 70 88 

 
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus (5, 16, 8) [≥4] 
Summer visitor that has bred in the past. Median arrival 
date (2004-19) 5th March; median departure date (2004-19) 
22nd July; records outside the February-August window are 
especially notable. 

The first bird of the year appeared on the relatively early 
date of the 12th February, and then spent the next ten 
weeks on its own until it was joined by a second bird on the 
26th April. Two birds were then consistently present until the 
27th June with a nest and eggs seen on the island by the 
bailiff’s huts on the 8th May. The nest was seen to contain 
three eggs on the 14th May but there were no subsequent 
records and it seems the breeding attempt failed. Other 
records for the year included 3 birds seen the 14th and 15th 
May and four birds on the 23rd May - which was also the 
maximum for the year. All in all, there were 122 days-
recorded for a total of 202 bird-days.  

 
8 Without numbers of young and/or the relative age/size it is difficult to accurately gauge how many pairs may have bred. Further notes 
and suggestions regarding this issue can be found in the Section Breeding Records on page 12. 

Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele. 
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Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius (5, 16, 18) [≥7] 
Passage migrant and former breeding species. Median arrival date 
(2004-19) 30th March; median departure date (2004-19) 9th August. 

Despite the absence of competition from Ringed Plovers this year, 
this was still a poor year for this species with just 29 days-recorded, 
a total of 52 bird-days and a maximum count of 5 birds on the 25th 
June. Notwithstanding the low numbers the first bird of the year 
arrived on the relatively typical date of 1st April - although the last 
bird of the year was on the very early date of the 6th July and there 
were no reports of breeding for the year. A summary of early and 
late dates and the respective medians for the period 2004-19 can be 
found in Appendix 1A (page 62). 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 75 41 31 43 50 76 71 53 73 60 23 99 52 29 

Bird-days 277 65 50 63 69 179 133 88 146 152 32 402 99 52 

Max.Count 15 4 3 3 3 6 7 4 5 8 4 11 4 5 

 

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria (5, 16, 2160) [≥500] 
Irregular winter visitor to the area - median spring departure date (2004-19) 30th March; median autumn arrival date (2004-
19) 10th October. Counts of 500 or more are historically significant, but all records are currently considered notable. 

Just five days-recorded this year, two in the first winter period and three in the second. All day counts are as follows: 100 
on 26th January over Coppice Wood, 26 on 19th April, 1 on 30th September, 1 on 15th October and 13 on 24th November. 
The count of 100 birds in January is the first three-figure count since 2017 and only the 7th since 2007 whereas there were 
76 in the years 2004-07! A summary of early and late dates and the respective medians for the period 2004-19 can be 
found in Appendix 1A (page 64). 
 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus (5, 16, 2000) [≥300] 

Present through much of the year with large winter flocks in many years. Nests on site in most years but success is limited 
due to disturbance. Counts of 300 birds or more are significant, but showing signs of recent decline. 

This was probably the worst year for this species in the period 2004-19; monthly maxima were generally down on the long-
term (2004-19) median values (see table below) with March, April, July, September, October, November and December all 
registering record-low counts for the period 2004-19. In addition, the maximum count for the year of just 250 birds on the 
10th February – the lowest annual maximum in the period 2004-19 – and following the recent trend, there was no recorded 
breeding attempts this year. All-in-all a very disappointing year, which we hope can only improve! A summary of monthly 
maxima for the period 2004-19 is shown below – the record-low counts listed above are shaded in the table. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Max 2019* 60 250 17 3 8 21 25 20 2 33 143 70 

Median 2004-2019** 300 352 128 21 16 51 131 165 129 225 265 300 

Maximum 2004-2019** 630 617 600 50 50 137 307 1000 313 700 500 556 

Minimum 2004-2019** 47 102 17 3 3 0 25 5 2 33 143 70 

* Record-low counts are highlighted by the shaded boxes. ** Median, maximum and minimum counts each month in the period 2004-19. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (1; 2, 3) [All] 
Infrequent visitor. All records are significant – this is a Hertfordshire description species. 

After a gap of nearly 6 years from the last record on the 20th July 2013, an adult in full summer plumage was found on the 
24th June (Steven Pearce), staying from 12.35pm until at least 19.30pm. This is only the ninth occurrence on site with 
seven of these being before 1998! 
 
Snipe Gallinago gallinago (5, 15, 68) [≥15] 
Winter visitor and common passage migrant; median autumn arrival date (2004-19) 7th August and median spring 
departure date (2004-19) 23rd April. Records between the 8th May and 24th July are especially notable. 

Another phenomenal year for this species, completely smashing virtually all previous records – again! In summary, there 
were 146 days-recorded (previous best 139 in 2018), 1215 bird-days (previous best 891 in 2018) while the highest count of 
the year, 68 birds on the 2nd March (Tyttenhanger Birders), was also a record count for the site! Records for monthly 
maximum, days-recorded and bird-days were set in several months (see table below) – with February, March, April and 

Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele.
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October being particularly impressive. A summary of data for various monthly parameters from the period 2004-19 is 
shown below –record-counts are shaded. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Maximum 12 38 68 20 1 0 1 1 7 40 12 40 

Days-recorded 19 23 24 17 1 0 1 4 22 18 7 10 

Bird-days 77 339 429 105 1 0 1 4 47 126 33 53 

 
Figure 15. Distribution of significant counts [≥15 birds] of Snipe Gallinago gallinago, shown by year for the period 2004-19. 

The last few years have seen a dramatic increase in numbers of this species at Tyttenhanger, with significant counts (≥15 

birds) totalling 24 and 14 in 2019 and 2018 respectively with these two years together producing over 64% of all significant 
counts i.e.,38 of 59 counts (see Figure 15). The question therefore arose whether this was a general phenomenon across 
the region or something specific to Tyttenhanger. To address the question, we looked at the Hertfordshire Bird Reports 
from 2016-19 to see if any further insight could be gleaned from those data. 

While there was no clear relationship obvious between peak counts in the county and at Tyttenhanger there were a couple 
of interesting observations to be made: 

 During 2018 and 20199 Tyttenhanger produced the highest counts in the county in the following months; February 
2018, March 2019, April 2019 and October 2019. 

 Rye Meads and King’s Meads are probably the premium sites in the County for this species with Tyttenhanger 
consistently being the next best site over the last few years. 

 The winter of 2018/19 appeared to be a very good period overall for this species in the broader county– although 
data were relatively limited to be able to put this is any quantitative context. 

As indicated above, the data in the Herts Bird Report is relatively limited and so further insights would require analysis of 
all of the data from Rye Meads and King’s Meads to see if there were any underlying consistent patterns across all of the 
sites in the county. 

 
9 These are the first years for which the Herts Bird Report has included a table showing the peak monthly counts from across the county. 

Part of a larger flock of Snipe Gallinago gallinago photographed on the 2nd March - when a record count of 68 birds was 
made across the site. There are 42 birds from that flock in the above! Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele 
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Woodcock Scolopax rusticola (5, 12, 5) [All] 
Frequent winter visitor between November and April – records outside of this period are especially notable. 

A relatively good year for this species with 5 days-recorded all of single birds in January and February in Garden Wood - 
apart from a bird that was flushed from the river area by the workings on the 22nd February. A summary of data for the 
period 2004-2019 is shown below. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days Rec’d 3(1) 3 5 5 2 2 1 2 1 2 6 1 5 

Bird-days 3 3 5 7 5 7 1 2 2 2 8 1 5 

Maximum 1 1 1 2 3 5 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 

* The total number of days-recorded in the period 2004-07 is shown along with the total bird-days. The number in brackets indicates the 
number of years in the period the species was recorded. 

 
 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa (5, 15, 96) [All] 
Irregular passage migrant.  

A good year for this species with 5 occurrences for a total 10 days-
recorded and 28 bird-days. All records are as follows: 2 birds in 
summer plumage on 15th April, 3 birds on 22nd June seen flying from 
the sand spit at 8.55am, 6 flying over the main pit on 24th June, 1 on 
29th June, then a long-staying bird seen from the 2nd September until 
16th September - reported on all days between these dates. The latter 
is only the second long-staying bird on record – the last being 
between 21st January and 5th February 2006.  
 
 
Redshank Tringa totanus (5, 16, 14) [≥7] 
Summer visitor last breeding in 2010. For summering birds, the 
median arrival date (2004-19) is the 7th March and the median departure date (2004-19) is the 24th July – records outside 
of 23rd February to 16th August are particularly notable. 

This species continues its decline on-site with just 16 days-recorded and 18 bird-days and a maximum count for the year 
of just 2 birds on 18th May and 6th November. Despite the low numbers the first arrival in Spring – on the 17th March - was 
in line with recent years (see Figure 16) – albeit slightly later than the long-term (2004-19) median. Interestingly, as shown 
in Figure 16, there is no clear relationship between arrival date for summer-residents and breeding. 

The last birds of the year were seen on 6th November –this being only the second November record in the period 2004-19. 
The lateness of this date suggested that a re-appraisal of arrival and departure dates be undertaken to ascertain the 
expected range of occurrence for this species as a summer-resident. This analysis showed the expected range for 
summer visitors is from the 23rd February through until the 16th August i.e., birds occurring outside of this date should 
probably be considered as passage birds and not as summer visitors. 

A summary of days-recorded and bird-days data from 2006 to 2019 is shown in the table below. and a plot of the summer-
visitor arrival dates for the period 2004-19 in Figure 16. 
 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 81 93 83 70 91 69 58 30 27 34 29 35 23 16 

Bird-days 288 250 295 291 331 229 177 49 52 62 45 38 36 18 

 

 
Figure 16. Arrival date for summer-resident Redshank Tringa totanus from the period 2004-19. The years in which 
breeding occurred are shown with the green data points. 
 

Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele. 
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Greenshank Tringa nebularia (5, 16, 18) [≥3] 
Spring and autumn migrant in small numbers. median spring arrival date (2007-19) 21st April; median autumn departure 
date (2007-19) 13th September. Records outside of the period 12th April to 23rd September are particularly notable. 

A reasonable year with 14 days-recorded and a total of eighteen bird-days – with all records being from the spring passage 
between the 19th April and 17th May. The maximum count for the year was 3 birds on the 1st May. A summary of days-
recorded and bird-days from the period 2006-19 are shown in the table below. 

 2006* 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 58 9 9 6 7 9 2 3 4 3 13 21 26 14 

Bird-days 117 9 14 8 11 20 2 8 5 3 14 31 47 18 

* Records from the overwintering bird in the 2005/06 winter are not included in the totals for 2006. 

 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus (5, 16, 14) [≥5] 
Frequent winter visitor and passage migrant; median spring departure date (2004-19) 20th April; median autumn arrival 
date (2004-19) 18th June. Records from May are especially notable. 

A reasonable year for this species with 120 days-recorded and a total of 205 bird-days. The last bird of the spring was 
seen on the 22nd April and the first returning bird of the autumn on the 14th June. The maximum count for the year was of 6 
birds on the 30th July. Also of interest again was the appearance of the colour-ringed individual originally ringed at 
Lemsford Springs in August 2016 (LAY,LBM;RAWY and has the colour ring-combination = LAY = Left Above ‘knee’ 
Yellow ring; LBM = Left Below ‘knee’ Metal (BTO) ring; RAWY = Right Above ‘knee’ White over Yellow ring). The bird was 
seen on 6 dates between the 3rd and 21st September – around the same time as in 2018 4 dates between 3rd September 
and 13th October)! A summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the period 2006-19 is shown below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 169 109 120 69 19 40 120 67 27 15 78 164 155 120 

Bird-days 537 186 191 105 22 47 175 95 33 23 103 320 306 205 

 
Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos (5, 15, 18) [≥4] 
Regular passage migrant, more frequent in autumn. Median arrival date 
(2004-19) 15th April; median departure date (2004-19) 28th September. 

Another good year for this species with 89 days-recorded and 149 bird-days 
with records covering both the Main Pit and the fishing lakes. The maximum 
count for the year was of 5 birds on 7th May and 5th August. A retrospective 
analysis was performed this year to determine the limits for spring and 
autumn passage and to better identify those records that can be considered 
exceptional/unusual. This analysis provided the following results: 

Spring Passage – typically 9th April to the 7th June. 

Autumn Passage- typically 23rd June to the 10th October. 

Spring passage this year was between 19th April and 23rd May (14 days-
recorded, 22 bird-days) and autumn passage between the 28th June and 29th 
September (74 days-recorded, 126 bird-days). There was one record 
between passage-periods of a single bird on the 21st June. Early and late 
dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and 
departure. A summary of data for days-recorded bird-days and maximum counts is shown in the table below, 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 58 43 60 47 28 40 48 54 41 71 76 61 71 89 

Bird-days 144 62 111 11 0 0 0 0 56 43 125 102 121 149 

Maximum 10 3 5 3 3 5 5 6 4 3 5 5 5 5 

 
Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus (5, 16, 1900) [≥400] 
Common non-breeding species present virtually all year around.  

A mixed-bag for this species with the early part of the year producing record counts in January and March, but then July to 
September producing significantly lower counts than the long-term (2004-19) median. July produced the lowest maximum 
count for that month in the period 2004-19 – the first time there has not been a three-figure count in that month! The latter 
part of the year was a bit better, but maximum counts for October to December were still below the long-term medians. A 
summary of monthly maxima data from the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below. 

 

Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele. 
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 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Maximum 2019 800 700 800 12 10 50 90 200 330 300 200 325 

Median 2004-2019** 307 300 259 19 9 23 284 443 505 375 335 345 

Maximum 2004-2019** 800 1000 800 30 26 109 600 1000 1500 800 1200 800 

** Median and Maximum values from the monthly maxima for the period 2004-19. Record monthly counts are highlighted. 

 
Common Gull Larus canus (5, 15, 256) [≥79] 
Regular winter visitor; usually absent during the summer months between mid-April and early June.  

As with the previous species, this species also produced a bit of a mixed-bag this year. Maxima in the first three months of 
the year were substantially higher than the long-term medians. This good start came to an end quite suddenly though, with 
the last birds of the winter seen on the 27th March – with April failing to produce any records for the first time in the period 
2004-19! Autumn birds begun arriving at the end of July, with numbers being reasonable through until 
November/December when numbers were again well below the respective medians. The maximum count for the year was 
of 203 birds on the 2nd March. A summary of monthly maxima data from the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below.  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Maximum 2019 150 91 203 0 2 0 1 10 10 22 30 30 

Median 2004-2019** 64 71 81 4 0 0 2 3 4 24 60 66 

Maximum 2004-2019** 200 256 218 142 4 4 8 28 16 52 144 200 

** Median and Maximum values from the monthly maxima for the period 2004-19. 

 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus (5, 15; 38) [≥19] 
Present through much of the year although local breeding has resulted in increased records in the summer months in the 
recent past. 

Days-recorded have been relatively stable since 2015, albeit overall numbers – as indicated by bird-days – have been 
slightly more variable (see table below). This year was good for both days-recorded (140) and bird-days (1046) and also 
produced a total of 20 significant counts of 19 birds or more. The maximum count for the year was of 40 birds on the 12th 
January and 20th September. A summary of data for days-recorded, bird-days and significant counts (≥19) is shown in the 
table below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 24 22 20 21 21 52 43 83 91 128 123 147 117 140 

Bird-days 75 43 36 37 33 116 125 264 245 577 656 1135 749 1046 

≥19 birds 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 4 18 8 20 

 
Caspian Gull Larus cacchinans (4, 5, 2) [All] 
Previously rare visitor – status changed dramatically in 2016/17 and currently considered a regular visitor. 

At the end of 2018 there were 2 birds seen reasonably frequently at Tyttenhanger – a 1st winter and an adult - and a 3rd 
winter bird had been seen earlier in the winter period on the 7th September. As with the previous winter, birds continued to 
frequent Tyttenhanger in the early part of the year and there were 21 days-recorded through until the 18th May involving 
mostly an adult and a 1st winter bird – presumably the same birds seen in the latter part of 2018. A fourth bird was also 
noted i.e. a presumptive 2nd winter (3rd calendar year) bird on the 15th April and both adult and 1st winter birds were seen 
together on the 24th and 31st January, and the 3rd and 6th February. A time-line for the birds seen at Tyttenhanger through 
the 2018/19 winter is shown below in Figure 17. 

 
Figure 17. Time-line for Caspian Gulls Larus cacchinans seen at Tyttenhanger through the 2018/19 winter. Analysis of the 
available data assumed the minimum numbers of birds were involved in all of the records.  

The second half of the year was much easier to analyse as there were no records from Tyttenhanger! However, the 
records from the rest of Hertfordshire for period i.e., winter 2019/20 do show there were birds around, and that in one 
instance at least (the colour-ringed adult bird – X307 - that really likes one of the sailing-buoys at Fairlands Valley Park in 
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Stevenage) birds return repeatedly to the same spots, albeit with some significant absences10. These observations, along 
with those form the last couple of years, seem to point to the long run of records at Tyttenhanger being due to the 
continuing visits of a small coterie of individuals – who may not have moved on. However, even so it is difficult to imagine 
that given the birds that are still around that future records are not on the cards – so eyes peeled! 
 
Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis (5, 13, 3) [All] 
Previously irregular visitor, becoming more regular. 

An excellent year for this species with a total of 26 days-recorded and 31 bird-days (both records) and with two birds 
present on 5 dates - 3rd February, 27th March, 14th and 15th April and 30th April. As with the previous species, there were 
birds that could be putatively tracked by their age through the winter of 2018/19 and on through 2019. Assuming that as 
few birds as possible are involved in generating all of the records, the following observations are made: 

 An adult bird on the 6th January was a continuing bird from 2018, 

 The 2nd winter bird seen between 18th January and 7th May was a bird from the first half of the 2018/19 winter 

 The 1st winter bird first seen on the 3rd February was a new bird and ended up staying through until the 9th October 
(15 days-recoded) and was reported in both 1st summer and 2nd winter plumages. This bird was joined in the evening 
roost by another 1st winter bird on the 30th April. 

Even with the conservative assumptions made above, the indications are that at least 5 birds used the site in 2019 

 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus (5, 16; 142) [≥38] 
Present throughout the year; with a recently established breeding population nearby in London Colney records in the 
summer months are increasing. 

This species continues to have a very strong presence on-site and although overall numbers were slightly down on 2018 
there were still record counts set in April, June and September with all months exceeding the long-term (2004-19) median 
for monthly maxima. Unusually, there were no records this year of recently fledged young from the London Colney 
breeding site – but maybe this is just “reporting-fatigue” from the recent large numbers rather than any breeding failure at 
that site? A summary of monthly maxima data from the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Maximum 2019 16 40 30 80 40 70 30 100 71 40 20 30 

Median 2004-2019** 12 7 11 13 13 18 15 32 26 17 22 8 

Maximum 2004-2019** 30 42 142 80 100 70 108 129 71 97 50 36 

** Median and Maximum values from the monthly maxima for the period 2004-19. Record monthly counts are highlighted. 

 
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus (5, 16, 13) [≥2] 
Previously an infrequent visitor most often encountered in the cooler months – but has recently become a much more 
frequent visitor albeit in small numbers; 75% of all records relate to single birds. 

Another good year for this species continuing the 
trend from 2017 and 2018, this year producing 43 
days-recorded for a total of 53 bird-days. The 
maximum count for the year was of just 2 birds- but 
this count was made on 10 dates scattered 
throughout the year. Interestingly, of the 58 bird-
days-recorded this year only 20 of those had ages 
associated with the birds reported, and of these 20, 
17 were reported as adults - the other records 
being of a 1st winter bird (1st January) and a 
second summer (2 dates in May and June). 
Likewise, across the whole period 2017-19 (when 
numbers for this species have increased dramatically, of the 209 bird-days-recorded), adults have been reported as 50 of 
these and other aged birds as just 12 bird-days. On the basis of the above there would seem to be a strong suggestion 
that the majority of the increase in records in the last few years (2017 onwards), is due to small number (probably 2-3) of 
retuning adult birds. Obviously, any data or arguments against this model would be gratefully received! The following table 
provides a summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the period 2004-19. 

 2004-7* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 18 2 5 5 5 3 3 6 2 6 53 62 43 

Bird-days 23 2 7 6 7 3 3 7 5 14 65 91 53 

* The total number of days-recorded and bird-days in the period 2004-07 is shown. 

 
10 Records have been extracted from the Herts Bird Club Sighting Archive - https://www.hnhs.org/herts-bird-club/recordviewarchive.  

Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele. 
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Common Tern Sterna hirundo (5, 16, 30) [≥14] 
Summer visitor that regularly attempted to breed in the past. Median arrival date (2004-19) 11th April; median departure 
date (2004-19) 4th September. 

The first bird of the year arrived on 20th April – a little later than the long-term (2004-19) median date - after which numbers 
fluctuated between 1 and 8 birds through until the last bird was seen on the 14th August – slightly earlier than the long-term 
median date. Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median 
dates for arrival and departure.  

Numbers showed the usual increase through the July/August period with the maximum count for the year being of 8 birds 
on the 31st July. Days-recorded this year was close to the long-term median of 72 days (range 50-90) but bird-days was 
only 188 i.e. the lowest in the period 2004-19. All of the above indicate a decline and while, in the absence of breeding it is 
not surprising that overall numbers are down, it is difficult to explain the recent decline when the last breeding was 
recorded in 2014 i.e. 2015 and 2016 showed no evidence of a decline. 

A summary of days-recorded, bird-days and maximum counts for the period 2006-19 is shown in the table below.  

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 66 66 88 90 69 77 50 59 68 82 75 81 84 69 

Bird-days 307 368 545 563 434 559 375 371 308 412 405 244 264 188 

Max. 14 25 16 20 16 18 20 22 20 23 22 10 9 8 

 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger (3; 9, 20) [All] 
Regular passage migrant. 

There was just one record this year of a single bird at 6pm on 8th May that appeared after heavy rain then headed off high 
to the north from the main pit (Rupert Evershed). This is the 15th day-recorded in the period 2004-19 and the 39th record for 
the site – 25 of which have been in spring and 20 of those in May. 
 
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto (5, 16, 57) [≥9] 
Patchily distributed resident.  

An excellent year for this species with 70 days-recorded, a maximum count of 22 birds on the 25th November and a second 
good count of 21 birds on 16th December. A summary of days recorded for the period 2004-2019 is shown in the table 
below a summary maximum counts in the period 2004-2019 for the four common pigeon species is shown in the table 
below that. 

 2004-08* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 93(2006) 41 34 31 33 31 13 17 15 36 31 71 

* The maximum count in the period 2004-08 is provided along with the relevant year (in brackets) 

 

 2004-08* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Feral Pigeon 1250 (2006) 100 500 100 150 50 103 185 120 250 120 60 

Stock Dove 200 (2005) 6 12 10 5 20 25 20 148 20 15 51 

Woodpigeon 3000 (2005) 1000 500 800 300 140 500 1000 1500 800 1000 1000 

Collared Dove 57 (2006) 18 8 13 2 11 2 4 3 11 6 22 

* The highest counts in the period 2004-08 are provided along with the year in which that count was made (in brackets) 

 
Feral Pigeon Columba livia (5, 16, 1250) [≥100] 
Common resident, particularly common around Willows Farm. 

Present throughout the year with a maximum of just 62 birds on 3rd November and a further 34 double figure counts made 
throughout the year with the exception of May. This species appears to be declining on-site, but it is currently unclear if this 
is just a reporting issue or whether numbers are genuinely decreasing. A summary of maximum counts for the period 
2004-2019 for this, and other regular Pigeons/doves, is shown in the table above. 

 
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus (5, 16, 4000) [≥350] 
Common resident. Present throughout the year often in large flocks and with a notable late autumn passage in some 
years. 

This year produced a maximum count of 1000 birds on the 13th December with the only other significant counts being in 
the first winter period – 370 birds on the 13th January and 540 birds on the 16th February. As with most other years, there 
were no records relating to breeding this year. A summary of maximum counts for the period 2004-2019 for this and other 
common pigeons/doves on-site is shown in the table above. 
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Stock Dove Columba oenas (5, 16, 200) [≥15] 
Common resident present throughout the year but subject to significant variations between years.  

Present all year with a maximum of 51 birds on the 12th February and a further 7 double figure counts scattered throughout 
the year. Unlike the previous species, this species does appear to be having a slight resurgence on-site (see Figure, but 
like the previous species it isn’t clear at the present time if this could be a reporting issue. As in most years, there were no 
breeding-related records this year. A summary of maximum counts for the period 2004-2019 for this and other regular 
pigeons/doves on-site is shown above; Figure 18 summarise days-recorded data for the period 2004-19. 
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Figure 18. Days-recorded for Stock Dove Columba oenas during the period 2004-19. 
 
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus (5, 16, 5) [≥2] 
Summer visitor in small numbers. Median spring arrival date (2004-19) 19th April; median autumn departure date (2004-19) 
14th August. The majority of days-recorded (86.6%) involve just a single bird.  

A much better year for this species, with 17 days-recorded two birds noted on the 26th May, and a juvenile bird seen in the 
Willows Farm area between the 26th July and the 2nd August. The first bird of the year was seen on the 1st May with the 
last bird reported on the 5th August. An analysis of all days-recorded between 2004-19 is shown in Figure X and indicates 
that spring passage and nuptials are finished by around the 22nd June and interestingly 52% of the days-recorded after this 
date involve juvenile birds.  

A summary of days-recorded from the period 2004-19 is shown below and a summary of early and late dates for the period 
2004-19 are provided in Appendix 1A (page 62); Figure 19 shows total days-recorded in the period 2004-19 for each 
day/date (earliest = 11th April, latest = 19th September). 

 2004-08* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 23 12 9 15 17 10 21 17 8 4 4 17 

* The highest number of days-recorded in the period 2004-08 are provided – this count was achieved in both 2004 and 2006. 
 

Figure 19. Plot showing the number of days-recorded against day/date for Cuckoo Cuculus canorus. Data are from the 
period 2004-19; dates on which juvenile birds have been recorded are shown in red. 
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Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri (5, 13, 63) [NC] 
Previously an irregular visitor this species is now becoming very common across-site. 

Keeping track of the rapidly changing status of this species is a major challenge – as the table below shows: 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Days-rec’d 2019 14 14 18 21 15 14 12 10 9 7 9 13 156 

Days-rec’d 2018 8 3 2 8 13 8 9 5 10 12 12 15 105 

Days-rec’d 2017 0 0 2 4 2 1 4 7 10 18 7 7 62 

Days-rec’d 2004-16 2 1 7 1 3 1 2 0 6 8 3 1 35 

This year produced a total of 156 days-recorded – a 50% increase over 2018 – with this year alone comprising almost 50% 
of the total days-recorded since 199311 and also being almost 50% of the total days-covered in 2019! The largest count of 
the year was of 63 birds on the 28th April – the previous best being 25 birds on the 30th September 2017, which itself was 
beaten on 10 days this year. This year, along with 2018 was the only year in which birds were recorded in all months of the 
year – monthly maxima for both years are shown in the table below. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly maximum 2019 22 34 20 63 8 33 7 42 6 10 21 57 

Monthly maximum 2018 12 2 3 3 15 4 17 2 22 15 6 20 

The above indicates that numbers were better this year than in 2018 only tells part of the story i.e., bird-days this year 
were 1250 (average count of 8.0 birds/day-recorded) whereas even in 2018 bird-days totalled just 428 (average count of 
4.1 birds/day-recoded). Needless to say, we will be keeping a watching brief on this species, but with the observation that 
a roost Has now formed at the Colney Heath end of the site (Model Railway/Waterworks area) we expect that numbers will 
only continue to increase! 
 
Tawny Owl Strix aluco (5, 16, 4) [All] 
Resident breeding species; undoubtedly under-recorded but present in most woodland areas on the site; most records 
(>88%) are of single birds. 

A big increase in days-recorded this year– which may just reflect observer habits rather than a real increase in numbers. 
Nevertheless, 13 days-recorded is the best total in the period 2004-19, the previous best being of 11 in 2007. Besides the 
numbers there were several interesting features of the records this year: 

 A bird heard calling in Colney Heath on the 6th January is the first record from this location – although it is possible 
the bird itself was off-site. 

 Records of both male and females calling were made this year – again the first time that the differentiation has been 
made on-site. 

 A record on the 23rd July - only the second record in July in the period 2004-19 – was also notable for the fact that it 
referred to birds calling from 3 separate locations. 

 Two birds were heard calling at first light from Garden Wood 20th and 27th October – in the latter case at least one of 
the birds was also observed hunting! 

All-in-all an excellent year for this species and although the majority of records come from Garden Wood it is clear from 
this year’s records that they are not the only birds on-site. A summary of the days-recorded for the period 2004-19 is 
shown below in addition to a comparison of the monthly days-recorded for the current year and for the period 2004-19. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 15 3 1 3 10 9 11 8 1 2 9 1 13 

* Total number of days-recorded in the period 2004-07 - includes 11 days-recorded in 2007. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Days-rec’d 2004-18 2 9 7 5 2 6 1 5 12 11 9 4 

Days-rec’d 2019 2 1 2 2 0 0 1 1 0 2 2 0 

 

Little Owl Athene noctua (5, 16, 4) [≥2] 
Resident; birds usually seen around the Model Railway Club and Willows Farm, regularly breeds. The majority of counts 
(>85%) are of single birds. 

Seventy-five days-recorded this year with the majority of records being from Willow’s Farm apart from birds noted near 
Warren farm on the 3rd August and one in the Tree Sparrow hedge on 8th September. Likewise, maximum daily counts 

 
11 The only record we have prior to the 5th November 2005 is of a single bird on the 30th September 1993 – any other records that may be 

tucked away in old notebook etc. would be most gratefully received by the editors! 
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were mostly of single birds (55 days-recorded) but two birds were seen on 13 dates, three birds on 4 dates, and four birds 
on two dates – which all in-in-all adds up to the best year in the period 2004-2019! Local breeding was also indicated by 
three juveniles seen together on 28th July and then seen again with a single adult on the 1st August. A summary of days-
recorded and the number of days with more than one bird recorded (Multi bird) are shown for the period 2004-19 in the 
table below.  

 2004-7* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 70 54 36 27 42 27 10 21 32 34 48 73 75 

Multi bird  17 4 2 1 12 4 1 5 7 0 1 8 19 

* Total number of days-recorded and total multi-bird-days in the period 2004-07. 

 
Barn Owl Tyto alba (5, 9, 2) [All] 
Irregular visitor. 

The first bird of the year was on the 13th January with several general records of a single bird before a bird was reported 
on the 4th February roosting in the same spot as that used in 2017 and 2018. Presumably the same bird was reported 
through until the 12th April (for a total of 19 days-recorded in the first part of the year). There were then two reports from the 
15th October (at roost) and the 24th December – presumably again of the same returning bird - making a total of 21 days-
recorded for the year. 
 
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis (5, 16; 4) [≥2] 
Resident, generally present throughout the year and occasionally breeding on-site or close by. Most records (>82%) are of 
single birds. 

A total of 106 days-recorded (104 in 2018) including 15 days on which two birds (the maximum count for the year) were 
noted (15 in 2018. Numbers aside, otherwise there was a record of birds visiting a probable nest site on 29th June - but no 
further evidence of breeding was noted. A summary of days-recorded, bird-days and counts of 2 or more birds from the 
period 2006-19 is shown in the table below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 76 58 74 44 31 34 18 44 56 77 117 138 104 106 

Bird-days 86 71 89 48 36 37 18 49 63 89 141 171 119 121 

Counts ≥2 10 11 14 4 5 3 0 5 7 10 21 30 15 15 

 
Swift Apus apus (5, 16, 300) [≥50] 
Relatively common summer visitor with feeding birds present throughout the summer months. Median spring arrival date 
(2004-19) 27th April; median autumn departure date (2004-19) 11th August. 

Days-recorded this year (56) were actually the highest for the period 2004-19 despite the fact that there was only one 
significant count (≥50 birds) for the year – with 100 birds recorded on the 4th June. The first bird of the year was seen on 
the slightly early date of the 24th April, while the last bird of the year was on the late date of the 12th September i.e., the 
latest bird recorded in the period! Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along 
with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. A summary of days-recorded, counts of 50 or more birds (≥50 birds) 
and the maximum year-counts for the period 2006-19 is shown below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 41 29 34 19 23 27 19 29 29 26 41 41 38 56 

Maximum 50 200 50 30 100 300 30 40 30 60 80 100 160 100 

≥50 birds 2 4 1 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 6 2 1 

 
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis (5, 16, 10) [≥4] 
Common breeding resident. 

A good year for this species with birds recorded in all months and maximum counts of 7 birds on the 7th July and 28th 
September. Birds were seen visiting a nest hole on 27th April, with recently fledged young noted on the 29th June and on 
three separate dates in early July – the fourth year in a row that breeding has been confirmed on-site. 
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major (5, 16, 6) [≥3] 
Common breeding resident.  

Present throughout the year with maximum counts of 6 birds on the 12th and 29th June. Breeding-related records this year 
included an occupied nest noted on the 10th And 11th May and then recently fledged young seen on the 22nd June, 3rd July, 
26th July and the 1st August – dates that strongly indicate the fledging of two broods. 
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Skylark Alauda arvensis (5, 16, 200) [≥26] 
Breeding resident; also recorded as passage migrant and often forms large winter flocks. 

A very good year for this species with 124 days-recorded (the highest in the period 2004-19) and a new record count of 
200 birds on the 1st February (previous best was 100 birds on the 26th November 2005 and 2nd Mar 2018). Counts of 25 
birds or more and 40 birds or more (14 and 10 respectively) were also the highest in the period 2004-1912 and, breeding 
was indicated this year by a bird seen carrying food or a faecal sac on the 26th May. A summary of days-recorded, 
maximum counts and counts of ≥ 25 birds and ≥ 40 birds are shown in the table below. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 120 (2006) 116 105 66 66 48 66 98 95 96 117 103 124 
Maximum 100 (2005 14 80 93 55 56 19 43 40 80 60 100 200 
≥ 25 Birds 11 (2005) 0 10 5 1 3 0 5 1 2 7 5 14 
≥ 40 Birds 6 (2004**) 0 5 4 1 1 0 1 1 1 2 3 10 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. ** This value 

was obtained in both 2004 and 2005. 

 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia (5, 16; 200) [≥50] 
Summer visitor that previously bred and has more recently bred locally on Coursers 
Road. Median arrival date (2004-19) 21st March; median departure date (2004-19) 13th 
September. 

A reasonable year for this species with 69 days-recorded (51 in 2018) and a maximum 
count of 100 birds on the 24th April and the 8th May and, although not breeding on-site 
there, were occupied nest-holes noted in May across on Coursers Road pits. The first 
bird of the year was slightly early on the 17th March, likewise the last birds of the year 
were seen on the slightly early date of the 10th September. 

Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along 
with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. The following table provides a 
summary of maximum counts for the period 2004-19 for the three migrant hirundines 
and Figure 20 provides a summary of days-recorded for the same three species over 
the same period. 

 2004-08* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Sand Martin 100 (2007)** 50 50 200 50 40 80 50 60 100 40 100 

Swallow 150 (2005) 50 100 300 100 100 100 150 200 100 100 100 

House Martin 220 (2004) 50 130 150 170 50 80 50 100 100 100 70 

* The maximum for each species for the period 2004-08 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. ** This value was 

obtained in both 2007 and 2008. 

 
Figure 20. Days-recorded for the three migrant hirundine species for the period 2004-19.  

 
12 Now that all records have been digitised for this species and a value established for statistically significant counts i.e. ≥ 26 birds, the 

currently used criteria of ≥ 25 birds and ≥ 40 birds will not be used in future reports. 
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Swallow Hirundo rustica (5, 16, 500) [≥50] 
Summer visitor with small breeding population centred on Willows Farm. Median arrival date (2004-19) 31st March; median 
departure date (2004-19) 11th October. 

The first birds of the year arrived spot-on the median date of the 31st March with subsequent numbers often in double 
figures for much of the season through to the last bird departing on the 27th October. The latter is the latest date in the 
period 2004-2019 - with birds also seen on the 24th October, both records a bit later than the previous latest date of the 
20th October (2012). Breeding was also confirmed locally or on-site with recently fledged seen on the 1st August. There 
were 2 counts of 50 or more birds with a maximum count of 100 birds on the 6th September. However, despite these 
relatively low significant counts this year produced a record for the number of days-recorded in the period 2004-19! Early 
and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival 
and departure. A summary of maximum counts for the period 2004-19 for the three migrant hirundines is provided in the 
table above and Figure X provides a summary of days-recorded for the same species over the same period. 
 
House Martin Delichon urbicum (5, 16, 290) [≥70] 
Passage migrant with small breeding population previously present on the Colney Heath margins of the site. Median arrival 
date (2004-19) 9th April; median departure date (2004-19) 4rd October. 

Reported in small numbers from 2nd April through until late July when number began to increase through until the end of 
September with the last birds of the year seen on the 5th October. The maximum count of the year was of 70 birds on the 
10th September but while there was only this single significant count for the year the year still managed to produce a record 
number of days-recorded (54 – the previous best being 49 in 2017 – see Figure X). Early and late dates for the period 
2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. A summary of 
maximum counts for the period 2004-19 for the three migrant hirundines is provided in the table above and Figure X 
provides a summary of days-recorded for the same species over the same period. 
 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea (5, 16; 5) [≥3] 
Local resident and winter visitor. 

The roller-coaster ride for this species continues with 2019 producing record numbers for both bird-days (128 – see Figure 
X) and days-recorded (82) and a record-equalling count of 5 birds on 14th June and 15th September (the first since 2005). 
The fact that there was breeding on-site/local breeding - with up to 3 recently fledged young noted on 3rd,12th,14th and 22nd 
June - may have something to do with the good numbers although clearly isn’t the only factor (see Figure 21). 

The following table summarises bird-days and days-recorded for the period 2004-19. 

 2004-08* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Bird-days* 123 (2005) 34 10 2 34 21 19 50 88 67 49 128** 

Days-rec* 81 ((2006) 25 7 2 24 18 14 38 61 49 41 82** 

* Maximum number of days-recorded and bird-days in the period 2004-08 shown along with the relevant year (in brackets). ** - Indicates 

the respective record for each parameter  

 

 
Figure 21. Bird-days for Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea in the period 2004-19. Years in which breeding occurred on-site or 
locally are indicated by the red stars. 
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Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava (5, 16,5313) [≥7] 
Passage migrant with 1-2 pairs breeding in some years. Median arrival date (2004-19) 9th April; median departure date 
(2004-19) 19th September. 

A reasonable spring passage with 26 days-recorded (first arrival – 8th April), and although males were noted singing on the 
6th and 7th May they failed to linger through June and July and so there were no confirmed or suspected breeding records 
this year. Autumn passage was also reasonable with 12 days-recorded – the last bird being seen on the 18th September. 
The year also produced a total of 82 bird-days (median of 59 bird-days for the period 2004-19) and a best count of 10 birds 
on 25th August. A summary of data from the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below. Early and late dates for the period 
2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. 

 2004-08* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Bird-days* 128 (2006)** 172 60 23 28 56 31 58 69 67 100 82 

Days-rec* 48 (2006) ** 17 24 10 13 33 22 33 38 28 51 38 

Maximum* 25 (2004) 30** 10 8 5 5 2 5 7 6 9 10 

* Maximum number of days-recorded, bird-days and maximum count in the period 2004-08 shown along with the relevant year (in 

brackets). ** - Indicates the respective record for each parameter. 

 
White/Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba (5, 16; 90) [≥12] 
Present through much of the year with evidence of passage in most years. 

Pied Wagtail: Another good year for this species with 104 days-recorded, 488 bird-days and a maximum count of 50 birds 
on 6th October – which equals the previous record for the 2004-19 period of 50 birds on the 8th October 200614. In addition 
to the latter count there were a further 10 significant counts [≥12 birds] this year – the highest number since 2010! 
Breeding on-site, or close by, was indicated by recently fledged birds seen on the 29th June. Figure 22 shows the 
distribution by week-number of all significant counts from the period 2004-19; this shows the bias towards the final quarter 
of the year with the peak week being week 4 (30th September to 6th October). 

White Wagtail: A poor year by recent standards with just 2 days-recorded (24th June and 29th June) – both records being 
of single birds. A summary of data for both White and Pied Wagtails for the period 2008-19 is provided in the table below. 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Pied Wagtail Bird-days 252 322 438 199 114 134 156 245 277 476 201 488 

Pied Wagtail Days-rec’d 115 119 91 62 46 59 79 90 102 138 78 104 

Pied Wagtail Maximum 8 18 37 37 7 20 11 19 14 15 30 50 

White Wagtail Days-rec’d 1 1 5 2 0 2 3 1 11 15 2 2 

White Wagtail Bird-days 1 1 5 2 0 2 3 3 13 36 10 2 

 

 
Figure 22. Distribution of significant counts [≥12 birds] of Pied Wagtails Motacilla alba yarrellii by week-number. The data 
are from the period 2004-19 and comprise a total of 74 counts. The vertical red lines show the division between the four 
quarters of the year. 

 
13 A historic record of a post-breeding flock 53 birds on the 20th August 1993 has recently been found in the Herts Bird Report. 
14 The record count of 90 birds was made on the 3rd September 1998. 
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Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus (2; 3, 2) [All] 
An infrequent visitor. 

A single bird was seen flying around the scrape and heard calling before heading off south on 31st October. This is the 
second year in a row we have had this species on site. This was only the eighth record for the site – all records are shown 
below: 

1992: 1 on 7th September  1996: 1 on 22nd March  1996: 1 on 6th April  
1996: 1 on 10th April  1998: 1 from 7th to 9th October  2008: 2 on 18th October 
2018: 1 on 2nd March 2019: 1 on 31st October  

 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis (5, 16; 120) [≥40] 
Winter visitor and passage migrant, generally absent between May and August; median spring departure date (2004-19) 
23rd April; median autumn arrival date (2004-19) 14th September. All records between 2nd May and 7th September are 
especially notable. 

After a very good year in 2017 and a good year in 2018, 2019 proved to be a truly excellent year! There were 75 days-
recorded - a record for the period 2004-19, 1465 bird-days – also a record for the period 2004-19 (and nearly two-fold 
better than the previous best of 750 bird-days in 2016) and a maximum estimate of 108 birds across the site on the 21st 
September … also a record for the period 2004-19! As the number of bird-days suggests, the record count for the year 
was not a stand-alone and there were 5 further counts of 100 birds – one in the first winter period (20th March) and four in 
the second (all between the 16th and 25th September). Finally, record counts were made in February (60 – equal to the 
previous best in 2005), March (100 – equal to the previous best in 2017), September (108 – previous best was 80 in 2017) 
and October (80 – previous best was 50 in 2016). A summary of Maximum counts, days-recorded and bird-days from the 
period 2007 – 2019 is presented below. 

 2004-07 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Maximum 80 (2004) 52 30 64 25 8 37 30 47 55 100 70 100 

Days-rec’d 58 (2005) 60 34 26 19 19 24 29 48 45 73 42 75 

Bird-days 516 (2005) 341 167 332 119 77 212 119 532 331 750 440 1465 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained.  
 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis (2, 2, 2) [All] 
Rare/irregular visitor – first recorded in 1987. 

Two flew South over the Main Pit towards Garden Wood mid-morning on the 18th August – the third record for the site 
since 2004. While only the second record in recent history, there were 13 records prior to 2004 - between 1987 and 1998 – 
with Smith et al (2015) showing this species was a confirmed breeding species near Tyttenhanger in the period 1988-92  
 
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes (5, 16, 18) [NC] 
Common breeding resident. 

Present throughout the year with a maximum count of 18 birds on the 24th March (Rob Martin and Simon Mahood) – which 
is a new site-record! Despite good numbers through the rest of the year i.e., there were a further 6 counts in double 
figures, and numerous records of singing males, there were no records this year that indicated breeding occurred on-site. 
 
Dunnock Prunella modularis (5, 16, 23) [NC] 
Common breeding resident. 

Breeding was confirmed this year by several records including 
faecal sac/food being carried on the 13th April and 22nd July and 
by recently fledged young noted on the 26th July, 1st August and 
16th August. The spread of dates in the previous records 
suggests there may have been up to three pairs that hatched 
young. The maximum count for the year was of 18 birds on the 
31st January with 10 other counts of 10 or more birds made 
during the year. 
 
Robin Erithacus rubecula (5, 15, 30) [NC] 
Common breeding resident. 

A relatively good year for counts with 13 counts in double-
figures, the best being of 18 birds on the 18th September. 
Breeding records this year comprised recently fledged young on 
the 13th April, a bird seen carrying food/faecal sac on the 4th 
May and then recently fledged young noted on the 5th June and 
the 26th July. Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele. 
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Whinchat Saxicola rubetra (5, 15, 7) [All] 
Regular passage migrant. Median spring arrival date (2004-19) 30th April; median autumn departure date (2004-19) 13th 
September; over 80% of records relate to single birds and are from the autumn passage. 

Just a single spring record this year of a single bird on the 7th May, the remaining 9 days-recorded being in autumn 
between the 24th August and 17th September. Most records were of single birds, however there were 3 birds recorded on 
the 31st August and 1st and 2nd September that meant total bird-days for the year were 16. Surprisingly, days-recorded, 
total bird-days and autumn bird-days are all records for the period 2004-19! A summary of days-recorded, bird-days and 
autumn bird-days are shown in the table below. Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A 
(page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. Figure 23 provides a plot of the number of days-
recorded against standard week number for the period 2004-19 – clearly demonstrating the significant bias towards 
autumn records. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 6 (2005) 6 8 6 9 7 5 6 6 6 5 4 10 

Bird-days 9 (2005) 6 16 11 9 8 5 3 7 8 5 4 16 

Autumn BDs 5 (2005)** 3 16 10 8 8 3 3 5 8 4 3 15 

* Maximum number of days-recorded (Days-rec’d) bird-days, autumn bird-days (Autumn BDs) for the period 2004-07 shown along with 

the relevant year. **2005 and 2006 both produced 5 autumn bird-days. 

 
 

 
Figure 23. Distribution of days-recorded by standard week number for Whinchat Saxicola rubetra in the period 2004-19. 
Week numbers cover from 8th April (Week 15 - earliest record 14th April) through until 27th October (Week 43 – latest 
record 19th October). 
 
Stonechat Saxicola torquata (5, 16, 6) [≥3] 
Regular passage migrant and winter visitor mostly from September through until March. Records between April and 
August are particularly noteworthy. 

Recorded on 15 days this year with 2 days-recorded in the first winter-period (20th February and 22nd March) and 13 in the 
second winter-period (22nd August to 17th October). All records for the year were of single birds apart from two birds on the 
17th September, with the majority of records coming from the Willows Farm area. A female bird seen on four dates in the 
Warren Farm area between the 22nd August and 1st September is notable not only for location, but also for the date i.e., 
the 3 records in August are the only records for that month in the period 2004-19. A summary of data from the period 
2004-19 is provided in the table below; Figure 24 shows the distribution of days-recorded from the period 2004-1, by week-
number. 

 2004-07** 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
BDs-1st WP* 40 (2005) 35 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 11 2 
BDs-2nd WP* 58 (2004) 21 5 1 0 7 0 10 2 3 27 3 16 

Days-rec’d 45 (2008) 46 5 1 1 7 1 9 3 3 21 14 15 

*BDs= bird-days; WP = winter period. ** Maximum number of bird-days in the first winter period (BDs-1st WP), second winter period (BDs-

2nd WP) and days-recorded (Days-rec’d) for the period 2004-07 are shown along with the relevant year. 
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Figure 24. Distribution of days-recorded by standard week-number for Stonechat Saxicola torquata in the period 2004-19. 
The peak in late autumn is between week 39 (start 23rd September) and week 42 (end 2nd October); the 2019 August 
records are in weeks 34 and 35. 
 
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe (5, 16, 30) [≥4] 
Regular passage migrant, more frequent in spring. Median arrival date (2004-19) 25th March; median departure date 
(2004-19) 20th September.  

The first bird of the year was on the slightly early date of the 19th April with mostly single birds seen through until the 13th 
May, albeit there were 2 birds on the 19th April. Autumn passage started with 3 birds on the 8th August with birds seen 
through until slightly early date of the 17th September – again mostly singles but with 2 birds on the 11th September and 4 
on the 13th September. Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-
term median dates for arrival and departure. A summary of data from the period 2006-19 is presented below showing total 
bird-days (Bird-days) and spring bird-days (Spring BDs) for the period 2006-19.  

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Bird-days 63 16 24 40 44 56 32 71 18 10 14 17 15 31 

Spring BDs 58 15 5 29 29 30 30 67 10 7 11 8 11 13 

 
Blackbird Turdus merula (5, 16, 25) [NC] 
Common resident and breeding species; also, probably occurs as passage migrant. 

The maximum count for the year was of 14 birds on the 24th March with a further 12 counts of 10 or more birds scattered 
throughout the year. Confirmed reports of breeding were made this year with recently fledged young seen on 1st June and 
26th July. 
 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos (5, 16, 13) [NC] 
Breeding resident. 

The maximum count for the year was of 10 birds on the 24th March, with no otherwise notable records to report – either in 
terms of counts or breeding.  
 
Redwing Turdus iliacus (5, 16, 1000) [≥80] 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Median spring departure date (2004-19) 27th March; median autumn arrival 
date (2004-19) 13th October. 

The highlight of the year for this species was undoubtedly the record count of 1000 birds on the 25th October – the count 
made as a massive flock left a roost along the River Colne at first light (Rupert Evershed). The latter is far and away the 
largest count on-site, beating the previous best of 650 birds made on 20th October 2012. Other monthly maxima this year 
were generally a little below the long-term median values in the first half of the year, whereas in the second half of the year 
numbers were generally above the long-term medians15 – with December producing a record count for that month. The last 
birds of spring were seen on a new record late-date of the 22nd April and the first returning birds on the new record-early 
date of the 1st October; early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1B (page 64) along with long-

 
15 Besides the massive roost on the 25th October, this month also produced counts of 300 on the 15th and 400 on the 21st along with 4 
other counts of 100 birds or more. 
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term median dates for arrival and departure. A summary of monthly maxima data from the period 2004-19 is provided in 
the table below.  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monthly Maxima 2019 30 40 73 10 0 0 0 0 0 1000 80 53 

Median 2004-2019* 50 40 47 0 0 0 0 0 0 54 45 28 

Maximum 2004-2019* 125 200 125 50 0 0 0 0 0 1000 345 100 

* Median and Maximum Monthly Maximum for each month in the period 2004-19. 

 
 
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris (5, 16, 600) [≥120] 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Median spring 
departure date 7th April (2004-19); median autumn arrival date 
(2004-19) 21st October; all records between May and September 
are highly notable. 

Numbers this year were well down on those of the recent past and 
although there were 51 days-recorded (i.e., the long term, 2004-19, 
median is 41 days-recorded; range 35-63 days-recorded), there 
were no counts of 100 or more birds and the maximum count for the 
year was 70 birds on 12th March. While numbers were low, the 
spring departure date of the 22nd April was a new latest-departure 
date16, while the first returning birds in the autumn were seen on the 
21st October – spot-on the long-term median. All-in-all a slightly 
disappointing and difficult to explain year! The following table 
provides a summary of data from the period 2004-19; late departure 
and early arrival dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in 
Appendix 1B (page 64) along with long-term median dates for these 
parameters. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 41 (2005) 54 39 42 39 36 47 37 40 46 48 63 51 

Days-1st WP 22 (2006) 40 17 22 22 24 32 22 17 27 27 36 32 

Counts ≥100 3 (2005) 0 0 7 5 3 6 15 4 10 7 5 0 

* Maximum number of days-recorded (Days-rec’d), days-recorded in the 1st winter period (Days-1st WP) and counts of 100 or more birds 

(Counts ≥100) for the period 2004-07 shown along with the relevant year.  

 
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus (5, 16, 125) [≥14] 
Breeding resident and local migrant. 

Another poor year for this species, being seen in only ten months (not seen in June or August) and with a maximum count 
of just 15 birds on the 5th November. However, this year did produce a breeding record on the 20th April when there was a 
report of a bird carrying faecal sac/food. The table below provides a summary of maximum counts, days-recorded and 
recording frequency17 (Rec. freq.) for the period 2004-19. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Maximum 54 (2004) 30 17 29 32 24 8 14 17 4 15 9 15 

Days-rec’d 97 (2006) 64 46 41 33 24 22 34 42 38 54 29 30 

Rec. freq. 50.6 (2006) 12.7 20.0 30.5 19.5 15.9 11.5 20.0 17.6 15.1 19.8 7.1 12.0 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained.  

Last year we stated that it was difficult to find a relationship between any of the relative measures of abundance we have 
been estimating since 2004. However, further analysis this year has indicated there is a reasonable relationship between 
recording frequency and maximum count for the year as shown in Figure 25. 

 
16 The record on the 12th May 2012 – the only record in the May-September window for the period 2004-19 - is no longer considered a 

late departure date i.e., rather a wandering/vagrant individual. 
17 Recording frequency is expressed as a percentage value calculated from the number of days-recorded by a regular-frequent visitor 

divided by the number of days-visited in the year. 

Photo courtesy of Terry Smith/Friends of 
Tyttenhanger GPs 
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Figure 25. Plot showing the relationship between Recording frequency and Maximum count for Mistle Thrush Turdus 
viscivorus in the years 2004-19. 
 
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus (5, 16, 20) [≥7] 
Summer visitor and breeding species. Median arrival date (2004-19) 20th April; median 
departure date (2004-19) 7th September.  

While the previous species continues to struggle on-site and nationally, this species 
continues to go from strength to strength on-site as the area of reed-bed continues to 
increase. The first bird of the year was noted on the 18th April with numbers increasing 
rapidly through April and May until the first recently fledged young seen on the 1st June. 
Young birds were subsequently seen on 7 dates through until the 1st August – with a 
maximum count of 11 birds (including young birds) made on the 17th July. With the last 
bird of the year seen on the 1st October (the first ever October record!) the final number 
of days-recorded for the year was 65 producing a total of 249 bird-days – the latter being 
nearly 50% greater than the previous best of 168 bird-days in 2015! Early and late dates 
for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median 
dates for arrival and departure. A summary of data from the period 2004-19 is provided 
in the table below. 
 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 43 (2006) 23 35 26 36 23 41 53 54 45 55 39 65 

Bird-days 69 (2006) 44 72 74 84 55 108 155 168 132 159 169 249 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. 

 
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus (5, 16, 6) [≥4] 
Summer visitor and breeding species. Median spring arrival date (2004-19) 13th April; median autumn departure date 
(2004-19) 31st August.  

A slight improvement on 2018 with 12 days-recorded and 16 bird-days but otherwise a poor year, reflective of the rapid 
decline this species appears to be suffering across the UK. Despite the low numbers the first bird of the spring was seen 
on the 18th April – slightly later than the long-term median date - and the last bird of the year on the relatively late date of 
the 14th September i.e., 2 weeks after the median departure date. Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in 
Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. A summary of data from the period 
2004-19 is provided in the table below. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 39 (2005) 22 45 29 33 21 34 24 32 19 20 8 12 

Bird-days 77 (2005) 35 87 69 64 29 78 38 56 39 56 11 16 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. 

Photo courtesy of Patrick Wainwright
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Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla (5, 16, 13) [≥7] 
Common summer visitor and breeding species. Median arrival date (2004-19) 2nd April; median departure date (2004-19) 
1st October.  

Overall numbers this year were the highest in the period 2004-2019 with 83 days-recorded and a total of 307 bird-days 
(203 in 2018) and a maximum count the maximum count was of 13 birds across the site on the 18th April (Steven Pearce) 
– which equals the site-record set in 2018. The first bird of spring was on the 22nd March – the earliest in the period 2004-
19 - and the last autumn bird on the log-term median date of the 1st October. Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 
are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. Breeding was also 
confirmed this year with recently fledged young noted on 29th June, 17th,26th July and 1st August. The table below provides 
a summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the period 2004-19. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 57 (2006) 47 46 37 43 29 47 53 60 62 68 57 83 

Bird-days 103 (2006) 81 85 81 124 62 105 116 172 194 169 203 332 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. 

 
Figure 26. Comparison of days-recorded, by year, for the four common species of Sylvia warblers on-site. 

 
Whitethroat Sylvia communis (5, 16, 20) [≥10] 
Common summer visitor and breeding species. Median arrival date (2004-19)12th April; median departure date (2004-19) 
14th September. 

This species continues to be the most abundant of the 
migrant warblers on-site and appears to have had a 
relatively stable population over the last 6 years in 
contrast to the other three breeding Sylvia warblers on-
site (see Figure 26). So, it is not surprising that this 
year’s numbers were much the same as those of the 
recent past i.e., 61 days-recorded for 263 bird-days 
compared with 221 in 2018.The first bird of the year 
arrived on the long-term median date of the 12th April 
and the last bird of the year was seen on the 14th 
September (latest ever date is the 2nd October). 
Breeding was confirmed again this year – making it 9 
of the last 11 years (2009 and 2015 excepted). All-in-
all a good year for this species. Early and late dates for 
the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 
62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and 
departure. The table below shows days-recorded and 

maximum counts for the period 2004-19. 
Photo courtesy of Patrick Wainwright 
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 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 77 (2006) 61 66 67 50 32 54 60 60 55 60 57 61 

Bird-days 327 (2006) 195 268 187 268 101 195 220 252 236 209 221 306 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. 

 
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca (5, 15, 5) [≥3] 
Frequent spring migrant/summer visitor showing some breeding success in the recent past. Median arrival date (2004-19) 
21st April; median departure date (2004-19) 1st September.  

Very similar to last year with 32 days-recorded, as was the case in 2018, and a total of 44 bird-days compared to 43 in 
2018. Likewise, this year also produced at least one brood of young with recently fledged birds being noted on the 3rd, 8th 
and 12th July – presumably the same birds – 2018 also producing a single brood of young. Maximum count for the year 
was of just 3 birds – compared to 4 in 2018. Passage this year was fairly typical with the first bird of the year on 19th April 
and the last bird of the year on the 10th September - early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A 
(page 62) along with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. A summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the 
period 2004-19 is shown in the table below and the data for days-recorded summarised in Figure 26. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 16 (2006) 9 19 11 9 8 6 20 18 27 37 31 32 

Bird-days 20 (2006) 11 22 18 9 13 6 22 22 43 74 44 44 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. 

 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin (5, 15, 7) [≥4] 
Regular summer visitor and breeding species. Median spring arrival date (2004-19) 25th April; median autumn departure 
date (2004-19) 18th August.  

Another good year for this species with 43 days-recorded, 122 bird-days and a maximum count of 7 birds (a new site-
record) on the 4th (Andrew Steele) and 9th May (Alan Gardiner). The only evidence of breeding this year was of a bird 
carrying food/faecal sac on the17th June. Passage was fairly typical with the first bird of the year was seen on the 22nd April 
and the last bird on the 25th August, early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along 
with long-term median dates for arrival and departure. A summary of days-recorded and bird-days for the period 2004-19 
is shown in the table below and the data for days-recorded summarised in Figure 26. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 25 (2005) 9 24 23 21 17 32 34 38 37 41 49 43 

Bird-days 38 (2006) 13 41 43 36 26 51 55 61 62 88 90 122 

* The maximum for each parameter from the period 2004-07 is shown along with the year in which that value was obtained. 

 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus (1, 1, 1) [All] 
Rare visitor. 

A bird was found at 9.45am on the 11th January in the bushes and 
trees by the River Colne - near the bridge over the conveyor belt 
close to the fisherman’s huts. The same bird was seen in the same 
area until the 17th January (although not reported on the 15th) – 
occasionally being seen further towards Colney Heath. During its 
short stay the bird was heard calling on a number of occasions and 
was reported at various times to associate with a Chiffchaff, 
Goldcrests and a roving flock of tits. This is a new species for the site 
– number 207 – and the finder’s full story can be found on page 57.  

 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus (5, 16, 13) [≥5] 
Regular summer visitor and breeding species. Median arrival date 
(2004-19) 4th April; median departure date (2004-19) 19th September. 

After a decline in 2018 to one of the lowest points since 2014, it was 
good to see the numbers for this species bounce back again this year 
with 44 days-recorded and a total of 66 bird-days. The first bird of the year was noted on the slightly late date of the 9th 
April and the last bird on the 1st October – only the second October record in the period 2004-19, the other being on the 4th 
October 2014; arrival and departure dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with the long-
term median dates. Typically, there were no confirmed breeding records this year. A summary of data from the period 
2006-19 is shown in the table below. 

Photo courtesy of Ian Williams 
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 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec. 50 43 48 43 46 36 13 22 29 30 41 34 23 44 

Bird-days 125 93 131 89 84 65 18 25 42 44 65 59 38 66 

Mean* 2.5 2.16 2.73 2.07 1.83 1.81 1.38 1.14 1.45 1.47 1.59 1.74 1.65 1.5 

Maximum 6 6 6 13 8 6 3 2 4 3 4 5 5 9 

* Mean = mean count i.e. Bird-days/Days-rec’d 

 
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita (5, 15, 23) [≥6] 
Common summer visitor and breeding species; overwintering birds may be coming more regular. Median arrival date 
(2004-19) 14th March; median departure date (2004-19) 23rd October.  

The second year this species has been recorded in every month of the year - the first being 2016 – which resulted in 130 
days-recorded and 471 bird-days – both records for the -period 2004-19. This year also produced a record count of 23 
birds on the 14th September, 29 significant counts (≥6 birds) and a total of 20 bird-days across the two winter periods. 
Breeding was also confirmed this year with nest building noted as early as the 13th April, but fledged young not being 
reported until the 6th July with subsequent reports of young on the 26th July, and the 1st August (from 2 separate locations 
on-site). In conclusion, a very good year for this species as the summary table below indicates. 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-recorded 54 77 75 59 54 41 42 89 86 110 119 114 130 

Bird-days 115 154 125 113 110 97 112 232 270 339 376 354 471 

Mean count* 2.13 2.00 1.67 1.92 2.04 2.37 2.67 2.61 3.14 3.08 3.16 3.11 3.62 

Maximum  6 7 7 4 6 8 11 10 20 14 18 20 23 

No. sig. counts** 2 3 1 0 1 2 5 9 11 16 15 14 29 

BDs 1st WP*** 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 6 0 0 12 

BDs 2nd WP*** 0 1 7 1 0 0 0 7 3 9 3 23 8 

* Mean count = Bird-days/Days-recorded. ** Number of significant counts (≥6 birds). *** Bird-days (BDs) in the 1st winter period (1st WP- 

January and February) and second winter period (2nd WP- November and December). 

The increasing trend for over-wintering birds - both locally and more broadly in western Europe - makes the determination 
of early and late dates for migrant birds problematic. We have recently re-analysed the available data to try and bring a 
little more clarity to the definition of over-wintering and setting the early and late dates for this species at Tyttenhanger. The 
plot in Figure 27 was used as the primary source for analysing the data and produced the following conclusions: 

 Overwintering as presently defined i.e. from November 1st to February 29th is still appropriate for the purposes of 
defining over-wintering birds. 

 The start date for spring migration i.e. birds are considered migrants rather than wandering over-wintering birds, 
should be taken as the end of week 9 i.e. 3rd March. 

 The end of autumn migration can best be taken as the start of week 45 i.e. 4th November.  

 

Figure 27. Distribution by standard week of all counts of Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita from the period 2004-19.  
 
While the above data show reasonable congruence, slightly different criteria have been used in the past for setting early 
and late dates. Now that all available data back to 2004 are fully digitized, we have reassessed early and late dates for the 
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period 2004-19 – the early and late dates provided in Appendix 1A (page 62) have been updated accordingly – along with 
the relevant medians. 
 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus (5, 16, 12) [≥5] 
Small resident population supplemented by regular passage migrants and winter visitors, irregular breeder. 

An excellent year for this species with 71 days-recorded, 150 bird-days and a maximum of 12 birds on the 13th January – 
all of which are records for the period 2004-19! The only evidence of breeding reported this year was of nest-building on 
the 27th May. A summary of data from the period 2006-19 is shown in the table below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days Rec’d 40 27 36 19 19 21 21 22 20 38 33 58 50 71 

Bird-days 68 69 60 35 40 42 36 27 27 87 53 102 90 150 

 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata (5,16, 6) [All] 
Declining autumn passage migrant; has bred in past years. Median autumn departure date (2004-19) 10th September.  

Six days-recorded for the year with all records being of single birds, the first of which was not recorded until the 5th August! 
The last bird of the year was seen on the on 25th September – which is the latest date reported on-site along with the 25th 
September 2008. Autumn departure dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1A (page 62) along with long-
term median. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 5 4 12 3 3 2 2 2 6 3 3 3 3 6 

Bird-days 8 8 16 3 4 3 2 2 6 3 3 5 4 6 

 
Nuthatch Sitta europaea (5, 16, 5) [≥2] 
Common resident and probable breeding species; most frequently (68.7%) reported as single birds. 

Reported in all months except January with 41 days-recorded (46 in 2018) and a maximum of four birds on 23rd August. 
There were no records this year to indicate breeding occurred either on-site or close-by. Data for days-recorded and bird-
days for the period 2004-19 are summarised in Figure 28. 

.Figure 28. Days-recorded and bird-days for Nuthatch Sitta europaea in the period 2004-2019. 
 
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus (5, 16, 35) [NC] 
Common resident and breeding species. 

Reported throughout the year with a maximum of 35 birds seen on the 27th October – equalling the previous record from 
11th March 2017. Recently fledged young were reported on the 18th May, 1st and 22nd June and 3rd July. 
 

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus (5, 16, 50) [NC] 
Common resident and breeding species. 

Recorded throughout the year with a maximum of 40 birds on the 23rd August and 28th December. A nest with young was 
reported on the 13th April and 11th May and newly fledged young were noted on the 1st, 22nd, 24th and 29th June, and the 
3rd, 6th and 26th July - all indicating a very good breeding season for this species. 
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Great Tit Parus major (5, 16, 50) [NC] 
Common resident and breeding species. 

Present throughout the year with a maximum of 25 birds on the 26th January, 17th February, 23rd August and 28th 
December. Breeding was confirmed again this year with recently fledged young seen on the 22nd, 24th and 29th June, the 
3rd and 26th July and the 1st August. 
 
Coal Tit Periparus ater (5, 16, 6) [≥3] 
Resident and irregular breeding species. 

Another good year for this species with 57 days-recorded (46 in 2018), 87 bird-days (94 in 2018) and maximum count of 5 
birds on the 29th June and 16th August. Breeding was also confirmed this year with recently fledged young seen on 22nd 
June and 6th July – making this the fourth year in the last six that this species has bred on-site. A summary of days-
recorded, bird-days and maximum counts for period 2006-19 is shown below. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 27 14 20 16 37 18 11 18 32 32 29 37 46 57 

Bird-days 35 19 26 22 55 25 12 23 48 48 43 59 94 87 

Maximum 3 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 5 5 3 3 6 5 

 
 
Treecreeper Certhia familiaris (5, 16, 4) [≥2] 
Resident and probable breeding species; the majority of counts (75.2%) are of single 
birds. 

The best year for this species in the period 2004-2019 with the year producing 21 days-
recorded for a total of 32 bird-days (a record for the period under consideration) and a 
maximum count of 4 birds on 2nd June - which is a new site-record (Rupert Evershed). 
Despite the good numbers the only evidence of breeding this year was a bird carrying 
food/faecal sac on three dates at the end of May/beginning of June. Data for days-
recorded and bird-days for the period 2004-19 are summarised in Figure 29. 

 

 
Figure 29. Days-recorded and bird-days for Treecreeper Certhia familaris in the period 
2004-2019. 
 

Magpie Pica pica (5, 16, 75) [≥19] 
Common resident. 

The maximum count of the year was of 75 birds on 11th December in the Willows Farm area (Geoff Horn) - which is a new 
site-record, beating the previous best of 60 on the 4th November 2018 – while there were a further 11 counts of 20 or more 
birds (4 in 2018 and none in 2017). Breeding records this year started with nest-building observed on the 30th March, an 
occupied nest was reported on several dates in late April/May before recently fledged young were seen on the 1st, 22nd 
June, 6th July and 1st August. The spread of dates for recently fledged young suggests maybe up to 4 separate broods. A 
summary of maximum counts for this and the other common corvids for the period 2007-19 is shown in the table below. 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Magpie 22 16 21 28 29 36 22 23 31 36 15 60 75 

Carrion Crow 150 107 50 40 74 44 70 100 150 130 100 110 150 

Rook 67 30 74 21 40 117 80 50 56 50 40 20 10 

Jackdaw 322 300 200 60 50 280 100 70 350 400 300 310 500 

 

Photo courtesy Andrew Steele 
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Jay Garrulus glandarius (5, 16, 15) [≥4] 
Common resident with a noticeable autumn passage in some years. 

Overall numbers this year were good with a maximum count of 12 birds on the 28th September and another 17 significant 
counts (≥4 birds) made through the year – with most of these between the start of September and the start of December. 
As shown in Figure 30 this matches the general distribution of significant counts for this species with a peak between 
Week 38 (start 16th September) and week 47 (end 24th November). Unfortunately, the breeding success of 2018 was not 
repeated and there were no records this year that indicated breeding on site this year. 
 
 

Figure 30. Significant counts (≥4 birds) of Jay Garrulus glandarius in the period 2004-19 plotted against standard week 
number.  
 
Rook Corvus frugilegus (5, 16, 117) [≥40] 
Local breeder and relatively frequent visitor to the site.  

An improvement on the last couple of years in terms of days-recorded i.e., 24 compared to 20 in 2017 and 14 in 2018. 
However, with a maximum count of just 10 birds on the 5th January this would have to be one of the poorest year’s on-
record for this species. 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 71 44 63 49 32 38 40 18 11 26 8 20 14 24 

 
Carrion Crow Corvus corone (5, 16, 250) [NC] 
Common resident. 

Present throughout the year with 10 counts of 50 or more birds (2 in 2018) and a maximum of 150 birds on the 10th 
February – the best count since 2015. Breeding was also confirmed this year with recently fledged young noted on the 29th 
June and the 3rd and 26th July. 

 
Jackdaw Corvus monedula (5, 16, 500) [≥133] 
Local breeder and common visitor to the site. 

The only corvid that appears to be increasing in numbers on-site over the 
last few years with this year producing 16 counts of 50 or more birds (6 in 
2018) and a maximum of 500 on the 1st January – equal to the previous 
highest count of made on the 3rd December 2006. Breeding was also 
recorded this year with an occupied nest noted on the 30th April and 
recently fledged young reported on the 26th July. A summary of maximum 
counts from the last 12 years are shown in the table above. 
 
Raven Corvus corax (5, 8, 2) [All] 
Infrequent visitor –seemingly becoming more frequent as the species 
spreads within the UK. First recorded in 2009. 

There were six days-recorded this year with single birds seen on the 6th 
January, 24th March, 31st May, 13th September and 20th October and two 
birds recorded on the 2nd September. There have now been 31 days-
recorded for a total of 44 bird-days. A summary of days-recorded by month 
is shown in the table below and shows that the records for January and Photo courtesy Andrew Steele 



Tyttenhanger Bird Report 2019 

Page 52 of 70 

May this year, were the first for those months. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Days-recorded 1 0 4 6 1 0 3 2 5 3 3 3 

 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris (5, 15, 10000) [NC] 
Common resident and winter visitor. 

Reported throughout the year and, like 2018, there was just a single count of 100 or more birds i.e., 200 birds on the 23rd 
October. Breeding was confirmed with a bird seen carrying food/faecal sac on the 22nd June and recently fledged young 
noted on the 29th June. A summary of maximum counts for the period 2007-19 is shown below. 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Maximum 300 220 200 300 400 500 250 380 500 450 450 150 

 
Tree Sparrow Passer montanus (5, 16, 100) [≥15] 
Breeding resident and frequent visitor from other local breeding populations. 

This was another excellent year for this species with a total of 189 days-recorded (163 in 2018) and 47 counts of 10 or 
more birds (31 in 2018) - including 8 counts of 20 or more birds and a maximum of 23 birds on 23rd August. As far as 
breeding was concerned, there was a nest with young noted on 25th June and recently fledged young were seen on the 
14th July and 16th August. A summary of days-recorded, counts of 10 (≥ 10 birds) or more birds and maximum counts for 
the period 2006-19 are shown in the table below; Figure 31 shows daily maxima for the period 2004-19. 

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 105 93 76 62 98 63 37 41 179 169 135 138 163 191 

≥ 10 birds 16 9 9 4 3 2 2 1 35 36 9 24 31 47 

Max. count 25 20 18 14 10 12 13 28 19 32 24 26 25 23 

 

 
Figure 31. Summary of daily maxima for Tree Sparrow Passer montanus during the period 2004-2019.  

 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus (5, 16, 40) [≥13] 
Small resident populations around Willows Farm and in Colney Heath. 

As in most years the majority of observations where from the Willows Farm area with a few records from the Colney Heath 
end of the site. The maximum count for the year was of 20 birds on the 31st January – much in keeping with the last few 
years despite the large number of days-recorded this year i.e., 62, which is the highest since 2009. This year was slightly 
unusual for this species in the confirmation of breeding with recently fledged young seen on the 20th May and a bird 
carrying a faecal sac/food on the 22nd June. It should also be noted that digitisation of the data has provided a new high 
count of 40 birds at Willows Farm on the 29th August 2004. A summary of maximum count and days-recorded data from 
the period 2006-19 is shown in the table below 

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Maximum 36 29 14 20 15 20 18 6 10 14 20 15 15 20 

Days-rec’d 74 46 94 70 45 27 12 26 18 37 41 38 23 62 
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Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs (5, 15; 200) [≥36] 
Common resident and breeding species with winter flocks commonly noted. 

Overall a reasonably good year with 121 days-recorded (the best since 2006), 15 counts of 20 or more birds (the best 
since 2007) and a maximum count of 70 birds on the 1st February. Counts of 20 or more birds showed the usual tendency 
to favour the second winter period with 6 in the first winter period and 9 in the second. Birds were reported visiting a 
probable nest-site on the 20th April, but there was no further evidence to support confirmed breeding. A summary of data 
from the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below and Figure 32 provides a plot of the distribution of significant counts 
through the year as a function of day. 

  2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 150 (2006) 131 112 62 85 62 87 100 89 100 116 106 121 

≥20 birds 16 (2007) 9 12 16 8 8 5 4 5 9 13 6 15 

Maximum 100 (2005) 110 150 150 150 200 79 80 45 50 60 50 70 

* Maximum count, number of bird-days and days-recorded for the years 2004-07 inclusive with the relevant year for each parameter 
shown in brackets. 

 
Figure 32. Distribution of significant counts by standard date (Day/date) for Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis, Chaffinch 
Fringilla coelebs and Greenfinch Chloris chloris. Significant counts for the three species are ≥28, ≥36 and ≥20 birds 
respectively. 

 

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla (4, 12, 9) [All] 
Regular/irruptive winter visitor. 

There were three records for the year involving four birds with two flying over Garden Wood with Chaffinches on 3rd 
February, another flying over Garden Wood on the 15th October and the final record of the year, a single bird feeding in the 
amazing/maze field on the 8th November. A summary of data from the period 2004-19 is shown in the table below. 

2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Birds days 46 (2007) 9 1 29 4 0 0 1 0 0 28 1 4 

Days-rec. 13 (2007) 5 1 16 2 0 0 1 0 0 17 1 3 

* Maximum number of bird-days and days-recorded for the years 2004-07 inclusive, with the relevant year shown in brackets. 

 
Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes (3; 4, 30) [All] 
Generally rare visitor but with a major influx in the winter of 2017/18. First recorded in 2011 but bred relatively close by as 
recently as the early 1990s. 

It would seem that the impact of the 2017/18 influx is still being felt and, despite the absence of any records in the autumn 
and winter of 2018/19, this year produced a record of 2 birds in Garden Wood on the 26th May (Rupert Evershed). The 
following table shows days-recorded from 2011 (first record) to 2019. 

  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-recorded 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 35 1 
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Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula (5, 15, 12) [≥4] 
Resident, probably breeds in most years. Most commonly reported in the winter months, often in small flocks; only 42.6% 
of records relate to single birds. 

Reported from all months of the year, with a maximum of 4 birds on the 5th January, 22nd June and 30th December. The 75 
days-recorded this year were spread 45 in the first six months of the year and 30 in the last six. The recording frequency 
for this year was 17.1% (9 records from 76 days-visited by one regular observer). Breeding was noted with recently fledge 
reported on the 26th July and 23rd August. A summary of data from the period 2007-19 is shown in the table below. 

  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Recording freq. 13.1 6.1 9.1 11.6 14.6 26.1 11.5 12.0 17.6 11.0 16.3 17.1 12.0 

Days-recorded 36 29 27 30 30 35 27 30 49 41 65 52 75 

Bird-days 61 54 44 55 51 58 51 60 88 87 112 100 124 

Average count* 1.69 1.86 1.63 1.83 1.70 1.66 1.89 2.00 1.80 2.12 1.72 1.92 1.65 

* Average count = Bird-days/days-recorded; the long-term (2004-19) average is 1.85 birds. 

 
Greenfinch Chloris chloris (5, 16, 116) [≥20] 
Common resident and probable breeding species in most years. 

The first half of the year was a continuation of the end of 2018 with numbers 
being relatively low and no significant counts [≥20 birds] being made. Spring 
and the summer month produced the usual records of singing males, but this 
year breeding was first indicated by a visit to a probable nest-site - noted on the 
1st June - with subsequent records of recently fledged young on the 6th July and 
1st August – the first confirmed breeding in the period 2004-19! Following-on 
from the successful breeding maybe more surprising were the numbers in the 
second winter period. A count of 50 birds on the 14th October was the start of a 
string of good counts through until early December, the best being of 116 birds 
on the 15th October – a new site-record (Andrew Steele). All-in all there were 14 
days on which significant counts (≥20 birds) were recorded in this period – the 
first such counts since November 2011 and over a third of all significant counts 
(42) in the period 2004-19! A summary of data from the period 2004-19 is 
provided in the table below and Figure 32 provides a plot of the distribution of 
significant counts through the year as a function of day. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 108 (2006) ** 73 55 39 45 21 35 26 12 24 40 45 75 

Maximum 50 (2006) 25 21 50 70 4 7 8 5 5 5 8 116 

Sig. counts 7 (2005) 2 1 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 

* Maximum count and maximum days-recorded for the years 2004-07 with the relevant year for the maximum shown in brackets. ** 2007 

also had 108 days-recorded. 

 
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis (5, 16, 104) [≥28] 
Common resident and breeding species. 

Another good year for this species with good counts though the year and proven breeding again. The first winter period 
produced a maximum count of 30 birds on the 19th January – which was the only count of 20 or more birds in this period. 
Numbers were good through May to July and the first recently fledged young were seen on the 26th July with subsequent 
records on the 1st August and the 2nd September. The first count of 20 or more birds in the 2nd winter period was made on 
the 1st August with another 10 counts being made through until the 9th November with a maximum of 40 birds on the 21st 
October. A summary of days-recorded, maximum counts and counts of 20 or more birds (≥20 birds) from the period 2004-
19 is shown in the table below and Figure 32 provides a plot of the distribution of significant counts through the year as a 
function of day. 

 2004-07* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 98 (2005) 98 102 84 74 64 84 98 103 113 141 109 135 

Maximum 44 (2006) 26 37 52 32 50 89 100 50 104 70 38 40 

≥20 birds 7 (2005) 3 10 10 4 5 7 17 14 6 22 6 12 

* Maximum count, maximum days-recorded and maximum number of counts of 20 or more birds (≥20 birds) for the years 2004-07 are 
shown along with the relevant year. 

September and October saw large numbers of finches like the above Greenfinch Chloris chloris gathering at a planting of 
sunflowers along the edge of the Amaizing maize. Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele. 
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Linnet Linaria cannabina (5, 16, 350) [≥80] 
Common resident and breeding species; large winter flocks often present. 

This was an excellent year for this species which was manifest in both winter periods with significant-sized18 flocks in the 
Willows Farm area in both periods. The first winter period produced a maximum count of 199 birds on the 16th February – 
actually counted from a photograph of birds perched in a tree – with a total of 15 significant counts (≥80 birds) in this 
period. There were no confirmed records of breeding this year, and numbers through the summer months were relatively 
small through until the middle of August - the first significant count of the second winter period being 150 birds on the 25th 
August – this was also the highest count for the second half of the year. The period through to the end of the year 
produced another 17 significant counts making a total of 32 for the year. To put this in context, there have only been a total 
of 75 significant counts in the period 2004-19 – with 2010 and 2018 contributing 12 and 13 counts respectively – 
demonstrating how good this year was in terms of numbers! Figure 33 provides a summary of the maximum counts from 
the two winter periods across the period 2004-19  
 

 
Figure 33. Maximum count in the first and second winter periods for Linnet Linaria cannabina from 2004-19. 
 

Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret (5, 15, 80) [≥18] 
Regular winter visitor. Median spring departure date (2004-19) 22nd March; median autumn arrival date (2004-19) 19th 
October. Records between 22nd April and 16th October are especially notable. 

An average year for this 
species with just 19 days-
recorded (2004-19 median; 
17 days-recorded) but with 
a maximum count of 30 
birds on the 11th February - 
which is the second highest 
count in the period 2004-
19, behind the 33 recorded 
on the 29th October 2017. 
Records were spread 
across the site from the 
Tree Sparrow Hedge, 
Fishing Lakes, Willow’s 
Farm and Garden Wood, 
but with relatively few (3) 
from Colney Heath 
Common. The first winter 
period produced 13 days-
recorded with the last bird 

seen on the 15th April, while the second winter period produced 6 days-recorded with the first bird noted on the 27th 
October with a total of 6 days-recorded for the period.  

 
18 Reanalysis of all available data shows that statistically significant counts for this species are ≥80 birds; previous analyses had used 

counts of ≥50 birds as being of significance. 

Figure 34. Days-recorded for Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret in the winters from 
2004/05 to 2018/19. 
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Figure 34 shows days-recorded for the winters from 2008/09 through until 2018/19. As can be seen, while 2019 was fairly 
ordinary, the winter of 2018/189 was actually well above normal with a total of 45 days-recorded i.e., the median for all 
completed winters from 2004/05 is 9 days-recorded. Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 are shown in Appendix 1B 
(page 64) and summarised in Figure 35. 

 
Siskin Spinus spinus (5, 15, 120) [≥60] 
Frequent winter visitor - commonly along the 
River Colne at Colney Heath and more 
recently in Garden Wood. Median spring 
departure date (2004-19) 14th March; 
median autumn arrival date (2004-19) 14th 
October. 

A good year for this species with 28 days-
recorded (26 in 2018) which equals the site-
record previously set in 2017. There were 15 
days-recorded in the first winter period – 
which is also the best for the period 2004-19 
– with the last bird of the spring seen on the 
28th March. The total days-recorded for the 
2018/19 winter were 31 – which is the best 
total for any of the 15 winters for which we 
have complete data (2004/05 onwards) – 
the previous best being 29 days-recorded in 
2017/18. 

The first returning birds of the autumn were 
seen on the 15th October, with 13 days-
recorded in the second winter period.  

The maximum count for the year was of 80 
birds on Colney Heath Common on the 31st 
December – the best count since the 11th 
December 2010. 

Early and late dates for the period 2004-19 
are shown in Appendix 1B (page 64) and 
summarised in Figure 35 along with the data 
for Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret. 

 
 
 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella (5, 15, 50) [≥20] 
Winter visitor generally around the Tyttenhanger Farm area. Has declined significantly since 2012 and all records currently 
considered notable. 

A poor year for this species with just 10 days-recorded and all records being of single birds – taking it to 7 consecutive 
years without a double-figure count! The decline of this species on site is shown in the table below that summarises data 
from the period 2004-19. 

 2004-07 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 65 (2006) 46 64 63 48 34 10 2 8 18 21 26 10 

Bird-days 333 (2006) 366 598 291 276 156 16 8 8 22 28 39 10 

 10 birds 16 (2006) 18 23 4 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

* Maximum count, maximum days-recorded and maximum counts of 10 or more birds (≥10 birds) for the years 2004-07 are shown with 

the relevant year for the maximum shown in brackets. 

 
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus (5, 16, 18) [≥7] 
Resident with a small number of presumed breeding pairs. 

A very good year for this species with 117 days-recorded (just behind the 125 days-recorded of 2006), a maximum count 
of 18 birds on the 3rd November (a new site-record – Andrew Steele) and a further 6 counts of 10 or more birds. Breeding 
was also confirmed this year with recently fledged young seen on the 23rd August. A summary of days-recorded and 
maximum counts for the period 2006-19 is shown in the table below. 
 

 
 
Figure 35. Winter arrival dates (blue) and spring departure dates (green) 
for Lesser Redpoll and Siskin for the period 2004-19. Dates for the current 
year are shown in the respective colour on the vertical mid-line of each 
plot. 
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 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Days-rec’d 125 72 101 71 76 63 58 67 96 81 82 108 87 117 

Maximum 1 8 8 7 12 11 14 12 6 15 10 15 13 18 

 
Escapes & Birds of Uncertain Origin 

Domestic Goose Anser sp. 

Present throughout the year with a maximum of 22 birds reported on the 3rd July and 2nd October. Breeding was confirmed 
this year with recently fledged young reported on 20th,25th April and 
5th,15th May. 
 
Hybrid Goose sp. Anser sp. 

A Greylag/Domestic (white) hybrid goose was reported on the main 
pit on the 21st May and 2nd September.  
 
Aythya sp. 

The bird reported at the end of 2018 - a presumed Ferruginous 
Duck x Pochard hybrid - was seen on the Main Pit on the 15th, 20th 
January and 25th February. 
 
Atlantic Canary Serinus canaria. 

A first winter male was seen at Willow’s Farm around Car Park One 
from the 25th October until the year’s end (Steve Blake and Rupert 
Evershed). 

 

Yellow-browed Warbler at Tyttenhanger GPs - 11th January 2019 
Rupert Evershed 

The usual group of “Tyttenhanger Birders” including myself, 
Richard Coombes, Steve Blake and David Booth, had 
headed out from Willows Farm for the usual Friday morning 
walk around the gravel pits. I don’t remember anything 
special about the weather – just another dull winter’s day but 
mild and no rain. 

We’d walked the fishing lakes with nothing outstanding, the 
highlights being perhaps a Little Egret and a Kingfisher. By 
9.30am we were crossing the bridge over the River Colne by 
the fishing huts and the group had fallen into conversation – 
Steve & David walking on ahead while Richard and I dropped 
back. 

As we approached the conveyor belt crossing, a sharp neat 
little call right next to us stopped me in my tracks. I said to 
Richard something along the lines of, “I might be mad but 

that was a Yellow-browed Warbler!!” We searched intently 
and immediately the warbler hopped out just a couple of 
metres away on a low branch calling again as it did! A 
perfect view and the incredible realization that it was 
indeed a Yellow-browed Warbler.I had just returned from 
a New Year’s break on the Lizard Peninsula in Cornwall 
where it was proving to be a particularly good year for 
these birds and had both the bird and its call fresh in my 
mind. However, it was the last bird I expected to turn up 
on my local patch! Those expectations have of course 
now changed as it proved to be the first of nearly 70 
Yellow-browed Warblers found in the county that year. 

Of course, we chased after Steve and David who quickly 
backtracked and we re-located the bird in willows by the 

Although it won’t make it to the Tyttenhanger list this Atlantic Canary Serinus canaria would probably have had some 
pulses racing and neurons firing when first seen! Photo courtesy of Andrew Steele. 

Photo courtesy of Rupert Evershed. 

Photo courtesy of Ian Bennell. 
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river. Steve fired off some record shots and put the news out on 
Twitter. As probably the best Herts bird so far that year the little bird 
drew quite a crowd and even tempted one local non-birding walker to 
take up the hobby! 

While the Yellow-browed Warbler remained fairly silent and elusive, it 
did favour the same area by the bridge and stayed until the 17th 
January giving many birders a chance to see it. Richard and I had 
had the best view with the first sighting when its yellow eyebrow and 
wing stripe were clear to see. Picking it up flitting through the trees 
was a challenge but it had its own way of flying and moving that 
differentiated it from the Chiffchaffs, tits and Goldcrests also present. 
Its dull grey-green plumage also separated it out from the warmer 
colours of the other birds. A first for Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits this 
little bird will surely turn up again as it expands its range and 
familiarity with its call gives the best chance of finding another one. 

 
 

Common Crane at Tyttenhanger GPs – 1st April 2019 
Terry Smith 

On the 1st of April I stood with the usual Saturday crowd at the "high viewpoint" gazing over the main pit hoping for 
something interesting to arrive. News of three Storks sighted a few miles away reached us via Twitter so all eyes turned to 
the sky. Our diligence paid-off when three large birds appeared in the distance. At first confusion reigned as we all 
assumed they would be Storks but once in sight we could see they were Common Cranes. A short but welcome change 
from the usual fare, the last sighting of Commons Cranes here were three ringed birds that stopped over at Willows farm in 
2008. 

Rupert Evershed 

April 1st 2019 – a date we shall note in the future as, on this occasion, it nearly made fools of us all! 

It was a good day for spring migrants at Tyttenhanger with the first Little Ringed Plover appearing, a smart male Wheatear 
at Willows Farm, Swallows and Sand Martins noted and a fly-through Marsh Harrier seen by one lucky observer. 

A number of the regular birders, including me, were on site busy searching for that elusive rarity but, unbeknownst to us 
all, we were being set up as fools, even as we searched! Just after 10am a Tweet went out reporting 3 White Storks flying 
high over Sarratt near Rickmansworth. Immediately eyes turned to the skies as these birds can travel fast and could be 
picked up anywhere over Herts. 

Sure enough, at 11.20am I got a message from the main group of birders at the high viewpoint: “3 White Stork now”! I was 
some way off, making my way round the North Pits by the dual carriageway but nevertheless immediately scanned the 
skies towards the high viewpoint with my bins. Despite the glare of the bright sunshine, I could make out 3 large birds 
circling and soaring high in the sky…but surely…they looked more like cranes?? After a brief phone call with Steve Blake, 
we confirmed they were actually cranes and it transpired the original report of 3 White Storks over Sarratt had been 
corrected to 3 Common Cranes. No problem except that in the usual pandemonium and excitement surrounding any rare 
bird sighting tweets had gone out on the Herts Bird News feed reporting 3 White Storks! 

We’d been fooled into expecting storks when all along they had been cranes! Such is the power of suggestion but the 
sighting no less worthy for the preliminary kerfuffle and mix up. It is always a good day when these magnificent birds grace 
the skies over Tyttenhanger and never a bad a day to be reminded of our own propensity for error! 

Editor’s Note: Many will remember the three birds that appeared on the evening of 23rd April 2008 and stayed in the field 
near Willows Farm until the morning of the 24th. These birds were seen to have small rings on their legs and so were 
presumed to be from one of the on-going captive-release programs at that time i.e not of wild origin, and were 
consequently not accepted by the Herts RBC and not added to the Tyttenhanger list at that time.  

 
 

Cattle Egret at Tyttenhanger GPs – 20th September 2019 
Rupert Evershed 

Well, it was going to happen at some point: a Cattle Egret at Tyttenhanger! Although still a rare bird in Herts, Cattle Egrets 
have been making notable inroads into the country over the last few years and Hertfordshire would surely be no exception. 

As if to indicate that 2019 would be the year, two birds appeared at Cheshunt in the Lea Valley in January and stayed into 
the spring. I was also fortunate enough to find a single bird on the River Ver in St Albans in April so I was well prepped to 
check any small white egrets. 

Photo courtesy of Ian Williams. 
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Three of us – myself, Steve Blake and Richard Coombes – 
were doing our usual Friday morning rounds of the 
Tyttenhanger Gravel Pit complex. By 9am we’d got as far 
as the dung heaps above Willows Farm and, looking back 
through my notebook, had not recorded anything 
particularly unusual to that point but had accumulated 38 
species so far. Among them some departing migrants – a 
Swallow and a Chiffchaff – and the regular Little Owl at 
Willows Farm. 

As we walked up the track, we could look back up the 
valley and over the fishing lakes and as we did so two Little 
Egrets flew in. Hardly worth a second look, for some 
reason (maybe thanks to my sightings earlier in the year) I 
lingered watching them circle round preparing to land on 
the small Willows Farm Lake. 

As they did, I noticed one seemed to have a much stubbier 
beak than the other and as I watched its differences 
became more pronounced – a bit chunkier and less 
elegant than its companion. The possibility of Cattle Egret 
entered my head and I watched intently as the Little Egret landed out of sight at the water’s edge but the ‘interesting egret’ 
landed in a willow tree in full view.  

Using my camera to quickly zoom in confirmation was immediate as the egret sported a stubby yellow bill! I shouted to 
Steve and Richard and they managed to get on it just before it flew up the lakes northwards and out of sight. A couple of 
record shots went out on Twitter at 9.10am and we continued on our route hoping the bird might have landed on Main Pit. 

It wasn’t long before we relocated the Cattle Egret at the northern end of the fishing lakes. It then flew across to the Main 
Pit with two Little Egrets and remained in that area for the rest of the day allowing a number of birders to add it to their 
“Tyttenhanger List”. It remained nervy and flighty and eventually settled on the scrape largely obscured by a shrub. 

It was gone the next day not to be seen again but we hope it won’t be too long before Cattle Egrets join the list of ‘regulars’ 
at the Pits. Now, where’s that Little Bittern…?! 

 

Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits and the Hertsmere Borough Council’s Local Plan for 
Development 

Rupert Evershed 
Background to the threat of development 
Starting in late 2016 Hertsmere Borough Council began a process of public engagement and consultation to develop a 
Local Plan for development. The main goal of this plan is to set out how Hertsmere will meet its housing targets (set by the 
Government) over the next 15 years. To that end Hertsmere put out a ‘call for sites’ that might be considered suitable for 
future development. 

Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits, that largely falls within Hertsmere, was one of the sites put forward or ‘promoted’ by a developer 
– Urban & Civic Plc – working on behalf of the landowners, known as the ‘Tyttenhanger Estate’. An initial round of public 
consultations was held by the borough council at the end of 2018 to gauge public opinion about the various potential 
development sites across Hertsmere. The site put forward by Tyttenhanger Estate was labelled “H2” – see map below. 

The proposed development on H2 would be a new garden village of about 6,000 new homes and would be built mainly on 
land to the southeast of Courser Road, much of which is currently quarried by Tarmac Ltd. The development would also 
extend to the northwest of Coursers Road too, coming right up to the perimeter of Main Pit. 

The very large scale of the development means that it raises a lot of concerns for many parties and local residents but 
equally appeals to Hertsmere councillors as an opportunity to go a significant way towards meeting housing targets. The 
initial round of consultations drew a lot of comments from many different interest groups, not least those concerned about 
the effects such a development would have on the wildlife and biodiversity of the area. 

The Tyttenhanger Working Group 

Realising the threat to the wildlife of the gravel pits and in particular the endangered colony of Tree Sparrows, the 
‘Tyttenhanger Working Group’ was formed including local birders and representatives from the RSPB and Herts & 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust. A concerted effort was made to highlight the threat to wildlife as part of the initial consultation 
process and comments were submitted to Hertsmere Borough Council by many people and groups including the Herts 
Natural History Society (HNHS), the Herts Bird Club, the RSPB (SE Herts) and Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust. 

The message emphasised by these all these comments was that, in line with the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF), “if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from development cannot be avoided (through locating on an 
alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or as a last resort, compensated for, then planning 
permission should be refused;” (NPPF Section 15:175.a). 

Photo courtesy Rupert Evershed 
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This initial submission was 
very successful and comments 
in support of the site’s 
biodiversity represented a 
large proportion of all the 
comments submitted and 
registered the threat very 
clearly with the developer 
seeking to promote the site. 
This has led to a number of 
meetings with the developer to 
set out the perceived threat to 
wildlife and to discuss the 
potential for mitigation should 
the site be adopted by 
Hertsmere Borough Council for 
development. 

A Mitigation Strategy 

The Tyttenhanger Working 
Group remains doubtful that 
the damage to biodiversity 
from such a large-scale 
development can be 
adequately mitigated or 
compensated for. It therefore 
maintains its bottom line that if 
adequate mitigation cannot be 
provided then no development 
should be permitted. 

However, the Tyttenhanger 
Working Group has developed 
an initial mitigation strategy 
that emphasizes the need for 
the scale of the development 
to be reduced and kept to the southeast of Courser’s Road while also providing the means to a large-scale investment in 
the biodiversity of the area through, among other things, the creation and maintenance of a nature reserve and one that is 
thoroughly connected to the wider area beyond the development. 

As an initial step towards implementing this mitigation strategy the developer has agreed to fund a program of expanding 
feeding and nest box provision for the Tree Sparrows – arguably the most vulnerable species in all of this. The new 
development, now known as “Bowman’s Cross”, would sit right on top of their existing breeding colony at Coursers Farm 
and extend right up to their secondary base at Tyttenhanger Farm. It is very difficult to see how the Tree Sparrows – 
already hanging on by a thread – would survive any development. 

Given that the Tree Sparrow is a nationally Red Listed species and faces local extinction, not just in Herts but in the 
southeast of England, it was felt that any mitigation strategy should address their needs first. However, the strategy makes 
clear that this is only an initial step and that consideration must be given for the whole biodiversity of the site and the many 
other bird species for which the site is known. 

To date, and working with the developer’s ecological consultant, 7 new feeding stations have been set up around the site, 
each with an electronic logger to register any tagged birds visiting the feeder. Each feeding station also has at least 15 
new nest boxes nearby to encourage nesting. It is hoped that this expanded program will help the Tree Sparrows grow in 
numbers and form a more robust and widespread population. 

Some of the new feeders have already been visited by Tree Sparrows but while winter survival is critical so too are 
successive good breeding seasons and only time will tell if the strategy is helping. 

Going Forward 

While the site has not yet been officially adopted into the Hertsmere Local Plan, following meetings with both the 
developers and the Hertsmere planners, it seems very likely that it will be. The Local Plan is due to be published in Spring 
2021 and this will trigger a planning application process with an additional round of public consultations. It is at this point 
that the Tyttenhanger Working Group and anyone making the case for the biodiversity of the site, will have to fight hard to 
secure something good for the site and its wildlife. 
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The developer’s current plans are extensive, and they are unlikely to shrink them without being forced to. The developer’s 
‘masterplan’ is shown below and in its current form would render Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits a recreational space, at best a 
country park, overrun by the inhabitants of the 6,000 new homes and their pets! 

It is imperative that those concerned to protect the birdlife and biodiversity of the area engage with the process and make 
their voices heard at each stage. The development while bringing change to the area and potentially threatening to destroy 
it also provides an opportunity to fight for something better – a place for nature, including the Tree Sparrows for the long-
term. 

Get involved and keep in touch 

To raise public awareness of the site and its wildlife a new Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits Facebook Group has been set up 
and the group publicised around the site. The group already has over 100 members and is free to join here: 
www.facebook.com/groups/tyttenhangergps It provides a place to build a sense of community and shared interest in the 
wildlife of the site but also a point for communication regarding the threat of development. 

In addition, a new Herts Tree Sparrow Project Page on Facebook has been set up to provide information on the work to 
protect the Tree Sparrows. This can be found on Facebook here: @hertstreesparrowproject  

As the Hertsmere Local Plan process moves forward there will be opportunities to engage and make your voice heard. The 
process can be followed to date here: https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/Planning--Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Local-
Plan/New-Local-Plan/New-Local-Plan-Planning-for-Growth.aspx  

Updates will be posted on the Facebook group above and also on Twitter @SaveTyttGP 

Please keep in touch and hopefully we can secure Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits as a great place for wildlife both now and for 
the future. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Appendix 1A – Summary of spring arrival dates and autumn departure dates for common migrants and breeding visitors 
at Tyttenhanger GP covering the period 2004-2018. The earliest spring (E) and latest autumn (L) dates recorded on site 
are shown in the column labelled E/L – these dates and the corresponding dates in the body of the table (if present) are 
shaded green and blue respectively; where E/L date is from prior to 2009 it is shaded in yellow. Median dates are shown 
for the period 2004-19. Where no dates (ND) are available these are indicated by the grey shaded boxes. 

Species 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 E/L Median 

Hobby 

28th 
Apr 

6th 
May 

24th 
Apr 

5th 
May 

8th 
May 

21st 
Apr 

2nd 
May 

1st 
May 

18th 
May 

29th 
Apr 

29th 
Apr 

1st  
Apr 

30th 
Apr 

29th 
Sep 

7th 
Oct 

2nd 
Oct 

21st 
Sep 

7th 
Oct 

15th 
Oct 

11th 
Oct 

3rd 
Oct 

11th 
Sep 

28th 
Sep 

15th 
Oct 

15th 
Oct 

28th 
Sep 

Ringed 
Plover 

23rd 
Feb 

5th 
Mar 

8th 
Feb 

19th 
Feb 

10th 
May 

30th 
Mar 

2nd 
Apr 

3rd 
Apr 

8th 
Feb 

22nd 
Apr 

NA 
16th 
Jan 

23rd 
Feb 

29th 
Aug 

5th 
Aug 

30th 
Jul 

19th 
Aug 

29th 
Aug 

22nd 
Nov 

23rd 
Aug 

19th 
Aug 

6th 
Sep 

8th 
Sep 

NA 
22nd 
Nov 

6th  
Sep 

Little 
Ringed 
Plover 

20th 
Mar 

30th 
Mar 

29th 
Mar 

2nd 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

8th 
Apr 

9th 
Apr 

3rd 
Apr 

20th 
Mar 

9th 
Mar 

1st 
Apr 

9th  
Mar 

30th 
Mar 

4th 
Sep 

24th 
Jul 

10th 
Aug 

30th 
Aug 

17th 
Aug 

17th 
Aug 

9th 
Aug 

30th 
Jul 

12th 
Jul 

14th 
Aug 

6th 
Jul 

1st 
Oct 

9th  
Aug 

Redshank 

23rd 
Feb 

2nd 
Mar 

22nd 
Feb 

1st 
Mar 

7th 
Mar 

8th 
Mar 

13th 
Mar 

19th 
Mar 

12th 
Mar 

12th 
Mar 

17th 
Mar 

16th 
Feb 

7th  
Mar 

28th 
Aug 

22nd 
Aug 

24th 
Sep 

12th 
Jul 

10th 
Sep 

25th 
Jun 

9th  
Jul 

23rd 
Nov 

25th 
Sep 

27th 
Jul 

18th 
Jul 

23rd 
Nov 

24th  
Jul 

Common 
Sandpiper 

14th 
Apr 

23rd 
Apr 

23rd 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

30th 
Mar 

12th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

17th 
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

28th 
Mar 

15th 
Apr 

9th 
Sep 

24th 
Sep 

8th 
Nov 

28th 
Sep 

7th 
Oct 

27th 
Oct 

14th 
Sep 

13th 
Nov 

15th 
Sep 

7th 
Oct 

29th 
Sep 

13th 
Nov 

28th 
Sep 

Common 
Tern 

8th  
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

8th  
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

7th  
Apr 

9th 
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

20th 
Apr 

3rd 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

14th 
Sep 

4th  
Sep 

4th  
Sep 

3rd  
Sep 

26th 
Aug 

22nd 
Sep 

15th 
Sep 

24th 
Sep 

22nd 
Aug 

14th 
Sep 

14th 
Aug 

27th 
Sep 

4th  
Sep 

Cuckoo 

12th 
Apr 

24th 
Apr 

12th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

24th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

22nd 
Apr 

24th 
April 

1st 
May 

25th 
Mar 

19th 
Apr 

14th 
Aug 

15th 
May 

1st  
Aug 

NA 
16th 
Aug 

19th 
Sep 

5th  
Jul 

4th 
Jun 

2nd 
Jun 

NA 
5th 

Aug 
25th 
Sep 

9th  
Aug 

Swift 

28th 
Apr 

30th 
Apr 

30th 
Apr 

26th 
Apr 

27th 
Apr 

3rd 
May 

6th 
May 

18th 
Apr 

29th 
Apr 

21st 
Apr 

24th 
Apr 

18th 
Apr 

27th 
Apr 

1st  
Aug 

20th 
Aug 

30th 
Jul 

21st 
Jul 

28th 
Jul 

26th 
Aug 

29th 
Aug 

10th 
Aug 

9th 
Sep 

18th 
Aug 

12th 
Sep 

9th 
Sep 

11th 
Aug 

Sand 
Martin 

15th 
Mar 

22nd 
Mar 

23rd 
Mar 

17th 
Mar 

13th 
Apr 

20th 
Mar 

18th 
Mar 

25th 
Mar 

11th 
Mar 

16th 
Mar 

17th 
Mar 

11th 
Mar 

21st 
Mar 

12th 
Sep 

17th 
Sep 

20th 
Sep 

1st  
Sep 

15th 
Sep 

4th 
Sep 

14th 

Sep 
23rd 
Sep 

23rd 
Sep 

16th 
Sep 

10th 
Sep 

7th 
Oct 

13th 
Sep 

Swallow 

25th 
Mar 

29th 
Mar 

26th 
Mar 

31st 
Mar 

13th 
Apr 

29th 
Mar 

3rd 
Apr 

26th 
Mar 

29th 
Mar 

3rd 
Apr 

31st 
Mar 

25th 
Mar 

31st 
Mar 

9th  
Oct 

11th 
Oct 

15th 
Oct 

20th 
Oct 

6th  
Oct 

12th 
Oct 

19th 
Oct 

14th 
Oct 

20th 
Oct 

7th 
Oct 

27th 
Oct 

22nd 
Oct 

11th 
Oct 

House 
Martin 

31st 
Mar 

3rd  
Apr 

5th  
Apr 

17th 
Apr 

13th 
Apr 

10th 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

8th 
Apr 

1st 
Apr 

6th 
Apr 

2nd 
Apr 

31st 
Mar 

9th  
Apr 

11th 
Oct 

6th  
Oct 

8th  
Oct 

2nd  
Oct 

22nd 
Sep 

24th 
Sep 

24th 
Sep 

1st 
Oct 

5th 
Oct 

23rd 
Sep 

5th 
Oct 

5th 
Nov 

4th  
Oct 

Yellow 
Wagtail 

7th  
Apr 

30th 
Mar 

5th  
Apr 

17th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

5th 
Apr 

14th 
Apr 

5th 
Apr 

8th 
Apr 

30th 
Mar 

9th  
Apr 

24th 
Sep 

5th  
Oct 

27th 
Sep 

19th 
Sep 

14th 
Sep 

1st 
Sep 

19th 
Sep 

30th 
Sep 

16th 
Sep 

27th 
Sep 

18th 
Sep 

5th 
Oct 

19th 
Sep 

Whinchat 
ND 

24th 
Apr 

8th 
May 

ND 
19th 
Apr 

ND 
1st 

May 
ND 

29th 
Apr 

18th 
Apr 

7th 
May 

14th 
Apr 

30th 
Apr 

18th 
Sep 

1st  
Sep 

9th  
Sep 

26th 
Sep 

31st 
Aug 

19th 
Oct 

13th 
Sep 

13th 
Sep 

16th 
Sep 

8th 
Sep 

17th 
Sep 

19th 
Oct 

13th 
Sep 

Wheatear 

14th 
Mar 

20th 
Mar 

25th 
Mar 

17th 
Mar 

30th 
Mar 

19th 
Mar 

9th 
Apr 

2nd 
Apr 

3rd 
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

19th 
Mar 

14th 
Mar 

25th 
Mar 

1st  
Oct 

12th 
Sep 

8th  
Oct 

4th  
Oct 

18th 
Sep 

25th 
Sep 

1st 
Sep 

21st 
Sep 

17th 
Sep 

19th 
Sep 

17th 
Sep 

8th 
Oct 

20th 
Sep 
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Appendix 1A continued - Spring arrival dates and autumn departure dates for common migrants and breeding visitors at 
Tyttenhanger GP. 

Species 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 E/L Median 

Sedge 
Warbler 

11th 
Apr 

7th  
Apr 

8th  
Apr 

13th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

12th 
Apr 

14th 
Apr 

10th 
Apr 

18th 
Apr 

7th 
Apr 

13th 
Apr 

12th 
Sep 

31st 
Aug 

29th 
Aug 

21st 
Aug 

17th 
Sep 

6th 
Sep 

25th 
Aug 

NA 
21st 
Aug 

31st 
Aug 

14th 
Sep 

17th 
Sep 

31st 
Aug 

Reed 
Warbler 

29th 
Apr 

24th 
Apr 

10th 
Apr 

20th 
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

18th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

20th 
Apr 

18th 
Apr 

10th 
Apr 

20th 
Apr 

5th  
Sep 

7th  
Aug 

19th 
Sep 

28th 
Sep 

6th  
Aug 

19th 
Sep 

17th 
Aug 

12th 
Sep 

6th  
Sep 

16th 
Sep 

1st 
Oct 

28th 
Sep 

7th  
Sep 

Blackcap 

3rd  
Apr 

1st  
Apr 

30th 
Mar 

30th 
Mar 

14th 
Apr 

2nd 
Apr 

7th 
Apr 

1st 
Apr 

30th 
Mar 

5th 
Apr 

22nd 
Mar 

22nd

Mar 
2nd  
Apr 

1st  
Oct 

30th 
Sep 

2nd  
Oct 

30th 
Oct 

6th  
Oct 

18th 
Oct 

27th 
Sep 

14th 
Sep 

7th 
Oct 

30th 
Sep 

1st 
Oct 

30th 
Oct 

1st  
Oct 

Garden 
Warbler 

25th 
Apr 

25th 
Apr 

17th 
Apr 

5th 
May 

23rd 
Apr 

22nd 
Apr 

24th 
Apr 

23rd 
Apr 

20th 
Apr 

21st 
Apr 

4th 
May 

17th 
Apr 

25th 
Apr 

2nd 
Sep 

17th 
Sep 

13th 
Aug 

25th 
Aug 

28th 
Jul 

14th 
Aug 

21st 
Aug 

4th 
Sep 

5th 
Aug 

31st 
Jul 

25th 
Aug 

17th 
Sep 

18th 
Aug 

Whiteth’t 

4th  
Apr 

17th 
Apr 

8th  
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

11th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

7th 
Apr 

10th 
Apr 

13th 
Apr 

12th 
Apr 

4th 
Apr 

13th 
Apr 

18th 
Sep 

4th  
Sep 

4th  
Sep 

30th 
Aug 

24th 
Sep 

19th 
Sep 

6th 
Sep 

29th 
Aug 

16th 
Sep 

26th 
Sep 

14th 
Sep 

2nd 
Oct 

14th 
Sep 

Lesser 
Whiteth’t 

15th 
Apr 

3rd 
May 

21st 
Apr 

2nd 
May 

21st 
Apr 

18th 
Apr 

22nd 
Apr 

23rd 
Apr 

23rd 
Apr 

16th 
Apr 

19th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

21st 
Apr 

22nd 
Aug 

1st  
Sep 

24th 
Jul 

25th 
Aug 

NR 
9th 

Sep 
27th 
Sep 

7th  
July 

14th 
Sep 

2nd 
Sep 

10th 
Sep 

27th 
Sep 

1st  
Sep 

Willow 
Warbler 

3rd  
Apr 

30th 
Mar 

26th 
Mar 

12th 
Apr 

15th 
Apr 

5th 
Apr 

10th 
Apr 

3rd 
Apr 

2nd 
Ape 

1st 
Apr 

9th 
Apr 

26th 
Mar 

4th  
Apr 

18th 
Sep 

7th  
Oct 

5th  
Sep 

3rd 
Sep 

28th 
Aug 

4th 
Oct 

26th 
Sep 

24th 
Sep 

23rd 
Sep 

12th 
Sep 

1st 
Oct 

4th 
Oct 

19th 
Sep 

Chiffchaff 

15th 
Mar 

17th 
Mar 

13th 
Mar 

12th 
Mar 

28th 
Mar 

4th 
Mar 

13th 
Mar 

4th 
Mar 

4th 
Mar 

14th 
Mar 

8th 
Mar 

4th 
Mar 

14th  
Mar 

21st 
Oct 

6th  
Oct 

9th 
Oct 

30th 
Oct 

19th 
Oct 

20th 
Oct 

25th 
Oct 

2nd 
Nov 

3rd 
Nov 

3rd 
Nov 

27th 
Oct 

3rd 
Nov 

23rd 
Oct 

Spotted 
Flycat’r(1) 

4th 
Sep 

19th 
Sep 

9th 
Sep 

5th 
Sep 

17th 
Sep 

10th 
Sep 

2nd 
Sep 

5th 
Sep 

12th 
Sep 

21st 
Sep 

25th 
Sep 

25th 
Sep 

10th 
Sep 

 (1) Spring arrival dates are not provided for this species as there is no spring passage generally noted. 

    
A selection of arrival/departure plots for some common warblers. 

1-Mar

31-Mar

30-Apr

30-May

29-Jun

29-Jul

28-Aug

27-Sep

27-Oct

Blackcap

1-Mar

31-Mar

30-Apr

30-May

29-Jun

29-Jul

28-Aug

27-Sep

27-Oct

Sedge Warbler

1-Mar

31-Mar

30-Apr

30-May

29-Jun

29-Jul

28-Aug

27-Sep

27-Oct

Garden Warbler
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Appendix 1B. Summary of spring departure dates and autumn arrival dates for regular winter visitors at Tyttenhanger GP 
for the period 2004-2018. The latest spring (L) and earliest autumn (E) dates recorded on site are shown in the column 
labelled L/E – these dates and the corresponding dates in the body of the table (if present) are shaded green and blue 
respectively; where E/L date is from prior to 2009 it is shaded in yellow. Median dates are shown for the period 2004-19. 
Where no dates (ND) are available these are indicated by the grey shaded boxes. 

Species 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 L/E Median 

Water Rail 

6th 
Apr 

6th 
Mar 

15th 
Mar 

8th 
Apr 

NA 
16th 
Mar 

12th 
Feb 

18th 
Mar 

22nd 
Mar 

13th 
Apr 

14th 
Apr 

21st 
Apr 

20th 
Mar 

11th 
Nov 

1st 
Nov 

25th 
Oct 

27th 
Oct 

11th 
Dec 

26th 
Nov 

22nd 
Nov 

3rd 
Oct 

14th 
Sep 

24th 
Aug 

2nd 
Sep 

24th 
Aug 

1st  
Nov 

Golden 
Plover 

29th 
Mar 

23rd 
Mar 

30th 
Mar 

9th 
Apr 

12th 
May 

23rd 
Mar 

2nd 
Feb 

NA 
31st 
Mar 

NA 
19th 
Apr 

12th 
May 

30th 
Mar 

5th 
Oct 

10th 
Oct 

16th 
Oct 

26th 
Oct 

11th 
Oct 

28th 
Nov 

3rd 
Oct 

14th 
Nov 

18th 
Nov 

16th 
Sep 

30th 
Sep 

16th 
Sep 

10th 
Oct 

Green 
Sandpiper 

18th 
Apr 

9th 
Mar 

4th 
May 

20th 
Apr 

20th 
Apr 

22nd 
Apr 

14th 
Apr 

13th 
Apr 

12th 
Apr 

20th 
April 

22nd 
Apr 

4th 
May 

20th 
Apr 

13th 
Jun 

29th 
Jun 

27th 
Jun 

4th  
Jul 

18th 
Jun 

13th 
Jun 

15th 
Aug 

2nd  
Jul 

19th 
Jun 

9th 
Jun 

19th 
Jun 

8th 
Jun 

18th 
Jun 

Fieldfare 

7th  
Mar 

27th 
Mar 

8th  
Apr 

9th  
Apr 

12th 
May 

31st 
Mar 

30th 
Mar 

12th 
Apr 

16th 
Mar 

7th 
Apr 

22nd 
Apr 

12th 
May 

7th  
Apr 

29th 
Oct 

18th 
Sep 

9th  
Oct 

27th 
Oct 

15th 
Oct 

1st  
Nov 

7th 
Nov 

19th 
Oct 

15th 
Oct 

22nd 
Oct 

21st 
Oct 

18th 
Sep 

21st 
Oct 

Redwing 

17th 
Mar 

29th 
Mar 

26th 
Mar 

10th 
Mar 

13th 
Apr 

23rd 
Mar 

21st 
Mar 

3rd 
Apr 

15th 
Mar 

3rd 
Apr 

22nd 
Apr 

14th 
Apr 

27th 
Mar 

28th 
Oct 

9th 
Oct 

13th 
Oct 

14th 
Oct 

7th 
Oct 

16th 
Oct 

16th 
Oct 

12th 
Oct 

8th 
Oct 

12th 
Oct 

1st 
Oct 

7th 
Oct 

13th 
Oct 

Siskin 

28th 
Mar 

6th  
Mar 

12th 
Mar 

3rd 
Mar 

27th 
Mar 

NA 
17th 
Jan 

8th 
Apr 

25th 
Mar 

21st 
Apr 

28th 
Mar 

21st 
Apr 

14th 
Mar 

18th 
Oct 

17th 
Oct 

1st 
Oct 

14th 
Oct 

2nd 
Nov 

NA 
18th 
Sep 

25th 
Nov 

26th 
Sep 

29th 
Sep 

15th 
Oct 

14th 
Sep 

14th 
Oct 

Lesser 
Redpoll 

21st 
Mar 

31st 
Jan 

20th 
Mar 

18th 
Mar 

23rd 
Apr 

16th 
Mar 

NA 
30th 
Apr 

1st 
Apr 

4th 
May 

15th 
Apr 

4th 
May 

22nd 
Mar 

NA 
12th 
Dec 

14th 
Oct 

19th 
Oct 

19th 
Oct 

8th 
Nov 

2nd 
Oct 

29th 
Oct 

9th 
Oct 

20th 
Oct 

28th 
Oct 

2nd 
Oct 

19th 
Oct 

 
Appendix 2 

Breeding Birds of Tyttenhanger – 2019 

Blackbird Dunnock Jackdaw Red-legged Partridge 

Blackcap Gadwall Kestrel Reed Bunting 

Black-headed Gull * Garden Warbler Lesser Whitethroat Robin 

Blue Tit Goldfinch Little Grebe Skylark 

Bullfinch Great Crested Grebe Little Owl Starling 

Canada Goose Great Spotted Woodpecker Long-tailed Tit Swallow 

Carrion Crow Great Tit Magpie Tree Sparrow 

Chiffchaff Green Woodpecker Mallard Treecreeper 

Coal Tit Greenfinch Moorhen Tufted Duck 

Common Buzzard Grey Heron Mute Swan Whitethroat 

Common Tern Grey Wagtail Oystercatcher  

Coot Greylag Goose Pheasant  

Cuckoo House Sparrow Pied Wagtail  

Species shown in the above table were confirmed breeding species as defined by the current Bird Atlas categories (see 
page 12 for further discussion). 

Those species shown with an asterisk (*) were recorded as FL (Recently FLedged Young) but almost certainly bred off-site 
– probably at a nearby location.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Records - Confirmed Breeding 6 7 23 51 70 62 38 10 

Breeding species recorded 1 2 11 17 32 29 24 5 
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APPENDIX 3 

SPECIES YEARLISTS FOR TYTTENHANGER GRAVEL PITS 2004-2018 

The following is a list of species that have occurred at Tyttenhanger Gravel Pits and for which we have located records. The year lists and totals have been revised in accordance with the 
records accepted by the Hertfordshire Rare Bird Committee for the years up until 2018. Some records for 2014 onwards may still be pending but the list is indicative of the species reported 
for the year. Species shaded in yellow have not been seen in the period 2004-2018 and records shaded in blue are first records for the site. Note, in the case of some species (e.g. Whooper 
Swan, Barnacle Goose) the first record is taken as the first recorded year after the species was admitted to the relevant category of the British List.  

The list also shows the first year (First record or First) for which we are able to find records for each species. Most of these dates are drawn from the Hertfordshire Bird Report – but we would 
suggest that anybody with earlier records for any of the species listed contact the editors. The column “Sig. count” (or Sig.) indicates the number of birds that constitute a statistically 
significant count; “All” indicates that all counts of this species are notable and/or that there are insufficient records to determine a value for this parameter. 

Species 
First 

record 

Sig. 
count 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Mute Swan  1987 ≥17 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Bewick’s Swan 1985 All 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Whooper Swan  2004 All 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

White-fronted Goose 1993 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bean Goose (Tundra)  2011 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Greylag Goose  1986 ≥28 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Canada Goose 1984 ≥175 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Barnacle Goose 2006 All 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Brent Goose  1996 All 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Egyptian Goose 1993 ≥4 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Shelduck  1986 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mandarin Duck  1988 All 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Wigeon  1983 ≥11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Gadwall  1987 ≥40 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Teal  1983 ≥40 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mallard  1983 ≥90 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Pintail  1985 All 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 

Garganey  1986 All 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 

Shoveler  1986 ≥30 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Red-crested Pochard 1988 ≥All 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 

Pochard  1986 ≥13 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Tufted Duck  1983 ≥36 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Scaup  2007 All 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Lesser Scaup 1996 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Common Scoter  2000 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Goldeneye  1983 All 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 

Smew  1997 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
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Species Firs Sig 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Goosander 1988 All 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 

Red-breasted Merganser 2018 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Ruddy Duck  1989 All 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Red-legged Partridge  1983 ≥50 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Grey Partridge  1983 All 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 

Pheasant  1996 ≥15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Little Grebe  1984 ≥5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Great Crested Grebe  1983 ≥22 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Black-necked Grebe  2002 ≥All 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Cormorant  1989 ≥30 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Shag  1988 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Spoonbill 2018 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Bittern 1996 All 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Great White Egret 2013 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 

Little Egret 1999 ≥8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Cattle Egret 2019 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Grey Heron  1983 ≥11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Black Stork 1990 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

White Stork 2006 All 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Glossy Ibis 2009 All 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Honey-Buzzard  1987 All 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Red Kite  2004 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Montague's Harrier 2011 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Marsh-Harrier  1991 All 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 

Hen Harrier 2018 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Goshawk  1996 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sparrowhawk  1985 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Buzzard  1991 ≥5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Osprey  1988 All 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 

Kestrel  1984 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Merlin  1996 All 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Hobby  1983 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Peregrine Falcon  1994 All 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Water Rail  1994 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Moorhen  1992 ≥22 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Coot  1987 ≥100 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Common Crane 2019 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
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Species Firs Sig 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Oystercatcher  1985 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Black-winged Stilt 1998 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Avocet 1988 All 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 

Stone Curlew 2002 All 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Little Ringed Plover  1983 ≥7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Ringed Plover  1983 ≥6 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 

Golden Plover  1985 ≥500 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Grey Plover  1987 All 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Lapwing  1983 ≥300 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Knot  1986 All 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Sanderling  1986 All 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 

Little Stint  1987 All 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Temminck's Stint  1988 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 

Curlew Sandpiper  1987 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Dunlin  1983 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 

Ruff  1984 All 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 

Jack Snipe  1985 All 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 

Snipe  1985 ≥34 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Woodcock  1995 All 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Black-tailed Godwit  1987 All 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Bar-tailed Godwit  1987 All 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 

Whimbrel  1986 All 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 

Curlew  1986 All 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 

Spotted Redshank  1985 All 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Redshank  1983 ≥7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Greenshank  1983 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Green Sandpiper  1984 ≥5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Wood Sandpiper  1985 All 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 

Common Sandpiper  1983 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Turnstone  1991 All 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mediterranean Gull  2001 All 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 

Little Gull  1987 All 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 

Black-headed Gull  1984 ≥400 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Common Gull 1996 ≥79 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  1996 ≥38 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Yellow-legged Gull 1996 All 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Caspian Gull 2006 All 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 
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Species Firs Sig 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Herring Gull  1984 ≥19 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Iceland Gull 1998 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Great Black-backed Gull  1996 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Kittiwake 1993 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Little Tern  1988 All 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Black Tern  1987 All 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 

White-winged Black Tern 2017 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Sandwich Tern  1996 All 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 

Common Tern  1984 ≥14 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Arctic Tern  1992 All 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Feral Pigeon  1996 ≥100 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Stock Dove  1984 ≥15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Woodpigeon  1987 ≥350 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Collared-Dove  1983 ≥9 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Turtle-Dove  1986 All 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ring-necked Parakeet 1993 NC 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Cuckoo  1983 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Barn Owl  1997 All 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 

Little Owl  1996 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Tawny Owl  1985 All 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Long-eared Owl  1993 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Short-eared Owl  1998 All 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Swift  1996 ≥50 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Kingfisher  1984 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Hoopoe 2013 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Green Woodpecker  1983 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  1990 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 1984 All 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Wryneck 2010 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Short-toed Lark 1991 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Skylark  1995 ≥26 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Sand Martin  1983 ≥50 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Swallow  1988 ≥50 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

House Martin  1996 ≥70 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Tree Pipit  1987 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Meadow Pipit  1984 ≥40 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Rock Pipit  1992 All 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
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Species Firs Sig. 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Water Pipit 1992 All 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Yellow Wagtail  1983 ≥7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Grey Wagtail  1989 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Pied Wagtail  1994 ≥12 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Waxwing 2010 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 

Wren  1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Dunnock 1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Robin  1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Nightingale  1998 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Black Redstart  1988 All 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 

Redstart  1989 All 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 

Whinchat  1989 All 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Stonechat  1985 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Wheatear  1984 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Ring Ouzel  1987 All 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Blackbird  1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Fieldfare  1984 ≥120 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Song Thrush  1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Redwing  1987 ≥80 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mistle Thrush  1984 ≥14 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Cetti’s Warbler 2018 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Grasshopper Warbler  1985 All 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Sedge Warbler  1984 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Reed Warbler  1996 ≥7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Blackcap  1996 ≥7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Garden Warbler  1996 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Lesser Whitethroat  1987 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Whitethroat  1984 ≥10 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Dartford Warbler  2006 All 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Wood Warbler 1994 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Chiffchaff  1996 ≥7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Willow Warbler  1990 ≥5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Yellow-browed Warbler 2019 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Goldcrest  1996 ≥5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Firecrest  1987 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Spotted Flycatcher  1996 All 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Pied Flycatcher  1998 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Species Firs Sig 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Penduline Tit 2018 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Long-tailed Tit  1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Blue Tit  1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Great Tit  1996 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Coal Tit  1996 ≥3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Willow Tit  1991 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Marsh Tit  1990 All 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 

Nuthatch  1986 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 

Treecreeper  1996 ≥2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Red-backed Shrike  1996 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Jay  1996 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Magpie  1992 ≥19 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Jackdaw  1996 ≥113 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Rook  1996 ≥40 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Carrion Crow  1988 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Raven  2009 All 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Starling  1988 NC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

House Sparrow  1996 ≥13 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Tree Sparrow  1983 ≥15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Chaffinch  1991 ≥36 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Brambling  1999 All 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 

Greenfinch  1996 ≥20 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Goldfinch  1984 ≥28 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Siskin  1996 ≥60 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Linnet  1983 ≥80 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Lesser Redpoll  1994 ≥18 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mealy Redpoll 2005 All 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Crossbill  1991 ≥4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bullfinch  1996 ≥4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Hawfinch 2011 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

Snow Bunting 1988 All 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Yellowhammer  1983 ≥20 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Reed Bunting 1986 ≥7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Corn Bunting  1987 All 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

TOTAL   137 136 142 132 137 135 139 140 138 133 132 129 139 144 144 133 

 


